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PREFACE TO NEW EDITION 

1916 



Since the publication of Witchcraft in Salem 
Village many writers have been speculating 
as to the causes which led to what they are 
pleased to call the "delusion/' or the "craze'' 
or the "murder", of 1602. Hypnotism, spir- 
itualism and various isms and ologies are sug- 
gested as causes for the outbreak in Salem Vil- 
lage. There \a no agreement among the com- 
mentators as to the true explanation. Only as a 
person is wedded to some one of the theories 
does he see any connection between it and the 
unhappy affair of two hundred years ago. 
Some of them try to explain the~~Salem 
witchcraft by itself, as if it were a separate 
and distinct distemper from any other ever 
known. They overlook, designedly or other- 
wise, the fact that witchcraft was a known and 
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fecogoised evil, crime, if you will, centuries 
ago, heiore even America was discovered by 
Columbus. The witchcraft of 1692 was not 
materially diiferent from that of 1300, except 
in detail and degree of intensity. There have 
been instances of witchcraft since then, trials, 
convictions and even executions. But the of- 
fense was called by another name, and the pros- 
ecutions were brought under diiferent laws. 
What was witchcraft then is magic now, or 
q>iritualism, or hypnotism, or fortime telling. 
No one is now charged with riding to witch 
meetingB on broomsticks, or flying through 
the air as in 1692, but they are charged with 
''evil eye*\ ''casting a spell" or otherwise work- 
ing evil on some one against whom they are 
believed to have a grievance. 

Besponding to an increased interest in all 
matters ol a psychological nature, I have 
deemed it advisable to add to the original chap- 
ters one dealing somewhat with this aspect of 
the case. I shall not attempt so much to pre- 
sent views of my own as to indicate those of 
specialists in the field, notably the opinions 
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of Prof. Hugo Munsterbei^K, Dr. George M. 
Beard, Prof. W. E. H. Leckey, Dr. George H. 
Moore, Dr. St. John D. Seymour, Prof. Lyman 
H. Kittridge, Prof. George L. Burr and others. 
An effort is also made to stay the growing 
tendency of writers and speakers to spread 
abroad the false notion that any one was ever 
burnt to death as a punishment for witchcraft 
in Salem or in New England. This, notwith- 
standing repeated statements to the contrary 
by reputable writers and speakers. 

As the early reversion of the attainders 
on the estates and names of the victims, the 
repudiation of their convictions and the re- 
imbursement of the expenses of their estates 
or families, is a powerful indication of the re- 
versed public sentiment, space has been de- 
voted to a discussion of that act. 



There were two kinds of witches, so-callojd: 
One the evil kind who tormented other people 
and allowed the Devil to use them as his in- 
struments, or messengers, in evil work; the 
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4)ther, those vbo profeased to do good — as the 
-iritch doctor, for instance, who claimed the pow- 
ttto heal the nek by means of more or lew un- 
eamiy methods, some of them criminal, as in 
the case of the witch doctors of Cuba who 
killed an infant a few years ago to get "heart's 
Uood" for medicinal purposes. Gtanvil de- 
fined a witch, "aa one who can do, or seems to 
do, strange things, beyond the known power of 
art and cHnJinary nature, by virtue of confeder- 
acy with evil spints. The strange things are 
reaUy performed and are not all impoeturee 
and delusims." 

- George L. Burr, a deep student of these sup- 
jeeta, expresses the opinion that "magic is 
actual and universal; but witchcraft never 
was. It was but a shadow, a nightmare, the 
nightmare of a religion, a shadow of a dogma. 
Lees than five centuries saw its birth, its vigor, 
its deeay." 

***"! mean only that the witohcraft for 
which, during these centuries, men and wo- 
men were punished by church and state, 
was a theolc^cal phantasy, and that before 
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the advent of this theological conception, 
men and women would no more have been 
done to death in seventeenth century Salem, 
than in the Salem of today." ♦♦♦ 

"Those who have defended witchcraft 
prosecutions have buttressed themselves fore- 
most and sturdily on the Biblical injunction: 
'Thou shalt not suffer a witch to live," as 
an authority not to be doubted or gainsaid. 'ii 

Baron Pollock, a great English jurist and 
legal writer, says that where there is no tor- 
ture there can be but little witchcraft. ^'Tt 
Is probable that but for the persecution of 
heretics there would have been no perse- 
cution of sorcerers. Sorcery is closely con- 
nected with heresy"* 

Mr. Leckey is of opinion that it is diffilflntto 
examine the subject with impartiality without 
coming to the conclusion that the historical 
evidence establishing the reality of witchcraft 
is so vast and so varied that it is impossible to 
disbelieve it without what, on other subjects, we 

1 Am. Antiq. Sodttj, XXL IQO. 

2 mat Eng. Law, U3. 




VI PBEFACX TO NEW EDITION 

should deem the moat extraordmary rashness. 
The defendeis of the belief — ^who are often 
men of great and distinguished talent — ^mam- 
tained that there was no fact m all history more 
fully attested, and that to reject it would be to 
strike at the root of all historical evidence 
ci the miraculous.' Mr. Lecky Is as senpa- 
tional in his accoimt of Salem witchcraft as 
our own historian Bancroft, but he is evi- 
dently partially excusable in that he appears 
to have obtained most of his information 
from Bancroft's History of the United States. 
This is evidenced when he says that the minis- 
ters of Boston and Charlestown "thanked the 
judges for their seal, and expressed the hope 
that it would never be relaxed." To say this, 
without quoting something of the further ad- 
vice and caution of the ministers to the judges, 
is as unjust and misleading and as much a 
perversion of history as to deliberately misstate 
it.* 

I cannot allow this occasion to pass without 
as. 



4 Sm tottar of the niaiflsn to the Judtw printod on |M«M 82. 83 
•ftMswOTk. 
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expressing deep regret that such a sensational 
and misleadmg statement of the witchcraft 
episode in Salem is to be found in Bancroft's 
History of the United States, vol. II. pages 255 
to 268. His assertion that Sewall rose in his 
place in the old South Church and ''read to 
the whole congregation a paper in which he be- 
wailed his great offense/' is so uiaccurate, and 
the correct version was so easy to obtain, 
that one is at a loss to understand why the 
misstatement. Equally so his assertion that 
Stoughton ''never repented/' without adding 
that Stoughton did approve a proclamation 
for a fasti and expressed a fear '*as to the jus- 
tice of the late witchcraft tragedy." 

Hutchinson wrote in his History of Massa- 
chusetts many years ago: "A littie attention 
must force conviction that the whole was a 
scene of fraud and imposture, begun by young 
girls who at first perhaps thought of nothing 
more than bemg pitied and indulged; and con- 
tinued by adult persons who were afraid of 
being accused themselves."* 

ft Vol. IL, p. 61. 
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Henry C. Lea in his History of the Spanish 
Inquisition expresses the belief that the cul- 
mination of sorcery was witchcraft, and yet it 
was not the same. ''The witch has abandoned 
Christianityi has renounced her baptism, has 
worshiped Satan as her Gk>d, has -surrendered 
herself body and soul, and exists only to be his 
instrument. This witch madness was essen- 
tially a disease of the imagination, created and 
stimulated by the persecution of witchcraft."* 

Sorcery was, so to speak, more of an aristo- 
cratic pursuit. The sorcerer was the master 
of the Devil and compelled him to do hb bid- 
ding. The witch generally belonged to the 
lower classes, embodied in her art many prac- 
tices which lay on the borderland between good 
and evil, and was rather the slave of Satan.^ 

Allen Putnam, after long and patient study of 
the Salem cases, summed it all up in this sen- 
tence: ''Our position, fortified by the facts and 
reasomngs in the preceeding pages is, that 
qnrits — departed human beings — generated 

e IV. 206 
7 IrWi WHehcraft sad Demooolocy. Sesnnow, 22. 
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and outwrought Salem witchcraft. That is 
our answer to the question of authorship/'* ' 
Mr. Putnam clidms to have held spirit con- 
verse with Mather, Burroughs and Tituba. 
Tituba told him that the spirit of one Zachara 
who lived before the da3rs of Moses was the 
spirit that used her, solely, he told her, to as- 
certain how far he, being a spirit, could get and 
keep control of a mortal form. To keep Tituba 
in good humor this spirit freely made promises 
to bestow fine things upon her.* 

Such is the strange story, very briefly sum- 
marized, which Mr. Putnam wrote and pub- 
lished in 1880. Whatever one may think of it, 
however ridiculous it may appear to others, it 
IB to be admitted that the author of these sen- 
timents was a worthy and honorable citizen, 
and that he gave most diligent study to all the 
witchcraft cases in New England. 

George M. Beard m his little volumor the 
''Psychology of the Salem Witchcraft Excite- 
ment of 1602," claims that he who should on a 

8 Wildienft EspUined by Modwn SpiritvAUm. 4S3. 

9 Ibd. 441. 
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wager contract to excite the American people 
through the emotions, and in that way con- 
vert them to any doctrine within three monthsi 
and to a denial of the same doctrine within an- 
other three months, could, if he were moder- 
ately skilful, gain his contract and win his 
wager."** 

This is well illustrated by the changing 
course of the American people with regard to 
peace and militarism between the fall and 
winter of 1914, and the same people six 
months or a year later. The press of the 
country, the pulpit and the public speakers 
were ''tiianking God," in October, 1914, 
that we were in America and not in Eur- 
ope; that we did not have, and did not 
need to' have, a big army and navy; that 
we were free from the entangling alliances 
of the Old Worid. A year later, the propor- 
tions were reversed so far as the press and the 
public speakers and politicians were concerned. 
They were clamoring ''for a big army and a 
big navy." Yet there had been no change in 

10Fi«i80 
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conditions meantime, save that the European 
nations at war had been steadily weakening 
one another, ph3rsicaUy and financially, ex- 
hausting their resources and devastating their 
various countrieSi while our own condition 
had improved. 

Now the law with regard to witchcrafts in 
the summer of 1692 and January, 1603, and 
later, remained unchanged; a majority of the 
judges were the same men as before, including 
the chief judge, Stoughton. But the jurors 
were different men in person and in class and 
the public had entirely changed its views. 
The "public clamor," overwhelmingly for 
prosecution, and possibly conviction, in June, 
1692, was overwhelmingly against conviction 
in January, 1693. 

Prof. Hugo Munsterbei^, at the outbreak of 
the European war, made a statement that the 
American people were emotional; that, like a 
flock of sheep, they would follow a leader blind- 
ly, once started. We rcaented the criticism 
implied in that statement. Ts there some 
ground for it? What do these and other 
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flinular episodes bdicate? And are they pe- 
culiar to our own country? Have we not seen 
the people of other lands ''swept off their feet" 
by some similar mfluences? Most of the early 
writers charge the beginning of the witchcraft 
erase in Salem to the ministers, and blame the 
ministers and the judges for what followed. 
They overlook the part of the ''people" who 
were oris^nal, earnest, aggressive, persistent 
complainants, and the jurors, drawn largely 
from among the same people, who rendered 
verdicts of guilty quite readily with rare ex- 
cepUons. It was likewtse these same people 
who, at the beginning of 1693, Gov. Phipps told 
bis home government a year later, expressed 
dissatisfaction with the prosecutions, and it 
was largely this dissatisfaction which caused 
him to issue his edict and "put an end to iti" 
It was the people who forced France into war 
with Germany in 1870, not the government, and 
especially not the Emperor, for he cried when 
the final edict went forth from the assembly 
at the dictates and the clamors of the "popu- 
lace.'' It is the clamor of the populace which 
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forces administrations in representative govern- 
ments to make war, rather than peace. The 
people seem to demand it, and public men and 
party leaders dare not defy that demand. 

People at times b all countries are stam- 
peded by some suddenly heralded alarm or 
cry of danger. In 1898 when it was said that 
the Spanish fleet had sailed for America and 
might bombard our shores, more than one 
North Shore family packed its silver and gold 
and moved it to the heart of the common- 
wealth. In this very recent European con- 
flict when it was said that thirty days after 
the close of the war, if Germany won, it could 
land a half million troops on our shores, ordina- 
rily sensible people actually made their plans 
to hasten West with their valuables and 
lives. Have we any license to criticise our 
ancestors of two centuries ago for their erratic 
acts and their sudden changes of mmd? May 
we not attribute this to spasmodic action, 
to the yielding of the many imreasoning, un- 
thinking, to the few active and persistent be- 
ings; the yielding of the weak to the strong? 
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Take the case of Andover in 1692-3: The 
ddunioD burst upon this little town in northern 
Enex coiui^ like the proverbial "clap of thun- 
der from a clear aky." The storm cleared as 
suddenly as it came. The theatrical and dram- 
atic event of witchcraft in that community is 
fully described in the body of this work." 
But when in a few weeks names of the most 
pronunoit citiiens were "whispered about" • 
as bmg "under suspicion' of witchcraft," a 
protest was sent to the governor in which the 
accusers were called "distempered persons." 
Very soon thereafter Gov. Phipps "admon- 
ished" the iudges to proceed with more circum- 
spection." 

.Lyman Kittridge, after diligent study of this 
phase of the delusion, expresses the view that 
<me common apprehenuon to which historians 
are liable comes from the fulure to perceive 
that the immediate responsibility for actual 
prosecution rests frequently, if not m the ma- 
jority of instances, on the rank and file of the 
community or neighborhood." 

11 w.s.v.2as-T. 

13 w a v. IZt. 

U An. Antlq. SodMy. Vol. XVIII. lOO-l. 
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Prof. Kittridge further states "that the 
initial responsibility for prosecution usually 
rested with the neighborhood or community, 
might be shown by many specific pieces of 
testimony." That is certainly true of the 
Salem witchcrafts. "The habit of railing 
and brawling, of uttering idle but malignant 
threats and applying vile epithets including 
that of witch/' was another source of inspira- 
tion. Even to this day we occasionally hear 
a woman spoken of as "an old hag.''^^ 

Liet us keep steadily in mind this historic 
fact: that this crime of witchcraft had been 
known and recognized for ages; that down to 
the time which we are now considering, so far as 
we have any positive information, few if any 
questioned its reality. One would as soon 
have doubted the existence of the air or the 
wind. Yet no other sin, or crime, which was 
known and recognized as such two or three 
centuries ago, is now as universally admitted 
not to exist, and not to have existed then. 
Pimishments for various offenses such as arson, • 

14 Am. Aatiq. Soeiaiy, XVII, 101. 
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burglaiy, highway robbeiy and others, have 
been modified, but in no other case absolutely 
abolished. It is not right to call the executions 
of posons for witchcraft "murders" or "maas- 
aoes," as some writers have. Undoubtedly, 
our descendants, a century or two hence, will 
marvd that we take human life an a punish- 
ment for crime, but it would be unj ust to speak 
of our executions as "murders" or "massacres," 
or to call our courts and officials "murderers." 
We have been acting accordmg to what we 
have believed to be the best light we have. 
We buy take a different view of it soon in 
Massachusetts, as other staten have done, but 
we are conscientious, if misguided, in executing 
men for murder. What we do is done under 
the forms of law which have come down to us 
from the past, as the laws against witchcraft 
came to our ancestors from previous geaer- 
atiims. We think the testimony which satis- 
fied the courts of 1692 of the guilt of the ac- 
cused penoos was rather weak and unsatis- 
factory. But no murder case in modem 
times has beoi more clearly proven, according 
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to the law of evidence m vogue now, than were 
most of the witchcraft cases, according to the 
law of evidence of that era. It is not a ques- 
tion of what we would do today, but of what 
was then law; and did the evidence prove a 
violation of that law according to the rules of 
evidence? We may say that the testimony of 
Ann Putnam and other children and John 
Putnam and his adult neighbors was ridicu- 
lous, too absurd to be listened to by anybody, 
much less by judges and jurors. According to 
the law of evidence of 1692, according to the 
'*best light they had'', it was as competent and 
as convincing as testimony which convicts 
today. 

The judges have been criticised, denounced 
in fact, for admitting spectral evidence. His- 
torians have conjectured that this kind of testi- 
mony would not have been admitted had the 
court been composed of lawyers. They evi- 
dently forget that the great jurists of Europe, 
Holt, Hale, alid others admitted it at trials 
over which they presided. They were bound 
to do so according to the law of evidence. 
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Dovn to 1607 ^t woa deemed as conclusive u 
eircumstaatial evidence ia in our courts today. 
As late u 1712 the question of the admissibility 
(4 spectral evidence was being discussed. 
Even Justice Holt, who always succeeded in 
obtaining from a witchcraft jury a verdict of 
not guilty, admitted such evidence. The ad- 
misubility was not the question, rather it was 
simply as to the weight to which it was en- 
titled." 

Why did they believe thisT How was it 
possible to accept such statements? Who 
now believes that the Devil came and whis- 
pered in the ear of Goody Nurse and that Ann 
Putoam saw him do it? But there are people 
who believe today that messagenare communi- 
cated by the spirits of the dead through modi- 
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urns to living friends. How much less absurd, 
or improbable the one than the other? But 
we do not prosecute the medium of the twen- 
tieth century. Most persons scoff a little and 
then forget about it, which is much the better 
way I There have been, and are today, * some 
intelligent, honorable persons who believe in 
this sort of communication. So there were in- 
telligent, honorable persons in witchcraft times 
who "believed." 

What is meant by the term "spectral evi- 
dence" in witchcraft cases, is a question often 
asked and seldom understood. It was the 
seeing, or the claim of seeing, the apparition of 
a certain person in the shape of an animal, 
such as a bird, a cat, a dog, or seeing the ap- 
parition or spectre of the person ride through 

4 

the air on a broomnstick or other like convey- 
ance: or seeing the spectre of the Devil or of 
some witch whispering in the ear of a witch, and' 
similar acts. Then came the question whether 
the Devil could cause persons to do these 
things unwillingly. That they did them was 
not the question. Few, if any, doubted that 
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tliqr did: but woe they acting voluntarily or 
inTtduntarily? Could the Devil make them do 
such thingB against their will? If so, of course 
th^ were not guilty. At the beginning of the 
Salon trials it was held by the court that Satan 
oould not compel Bridget Bishop or others 
to do his bidding if she were unwilling: heucOt 
if she had done it, she was guilty of witchcraft. 
The ministers of Boston and Chariestown did 
not agree with the judges, and they knew more 
abfHit witchcraft than the court did, if not more 
about law. They stud a Demon might, with 
God's peraunon, appear in the shape of an 
innocent ouia, "yea, and a very virtuous man." 
Bev. Deodat Lawson, predecessor of Rev. Mr. 
Parris in the pastorate of the Salem Village 
church, in a sermon preached in 1704, gave it 
as bis opinion that "the Sovereign and Holy 
God was pleased to permit Satan and bis in- 
struments to affright and afflict these poor 
mortals."" 

Glanville who wrote about 1681, answering 
certain critics who thought that some of the 
»uph>Bn,p.Bir. 
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doings of alleged witches and their accusers 
were "too unaccountable for belief," said that 
"the more absurd and unaccountable the 
actions seem, the greater confirmation are they 
to me of the truth of those relations and the 
reality of what the objectors would destroy. 
The strange actions related of witches and pre- 
sumed impossible, are not ascribed to. their 
own powers, but to the agency of those wicked 
confederates they employ." He sees no diffi- 
culty in the confederate spirit transporting the 
witch through the air to the place of rendex- 
voiis, for "we are told that the spirit may leave 
the Ixxly, be separated from it without death; 
therefore it is quite easy for this spirit to be 
conducted quickly to any place it would go." 
The witch "annoints herself before she takes 
her flight so as to keep the body tenable and 
fit for disposition on her return from her 
flight."*^ - 

In any view that has yet been taken of it, 
says Drake, its narrator has "found himself 
baffled to a degree beyond that on any other 

17 Conndtrationt About Witoheni t. Proof of Appwitioni, p. 13. 
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event in the whole range of ciyBteiy, to account 
■atiafactorily for the conduct of the young fe- 
makB Uirough whose instrumentality it was 
earned on. It required more devilish ability 
to decnve, adroitneas to blind the underatand- 
inib and to ke^ up a consciousneBS of that 
Ability among themselves, than ever fell to the 
lot of a like number of impoaters in any age of 
which the writer has ever read.'"* 

Thomas Brattle, who was a prominent cit- 
ixen of Boston in 1692 and was treasurer of 
Hanrard Collc^ for 20 yean, thought some 
mea might cnll this Salem philosophy, the 
"new. philosophy," but he rather thought it 
deserved the name of "Salem superstition and 
aorcery," and was not fit to be named in a land 
of such light as New England was. He had 
heard and seen many of the fifty in prison who 
had confessed, and his faith was strong that 
th^ were deluded, imposed upon and under 
the influence of some evil spirit, and therefore 
unfit to be evidences against themselves or any 
one dse." Brattle in his "Letter" criticises 

IS Orab'* "Anal* o( WlWmf t," IBT. 
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Justices Corwin and Hathorne who did most 
of the preliminary investigating and who seem 
to have been ready to believe anything about 
some persons, but nothing against others if 
those others were their friends.^* 

Peleg W. Chandler, a noted Boston lawyer 
of a half century ago, wrote of the court of 
Oyer and Terminer: "Its proceedings were 
absurd and outrageous throughout; all sen- 
sible rules of evidence were ignored. There 
never were in any community, where the 
English common law was the citizen's birth- 
right, such cruel and wanton violations of 
right, such absolute denials of justice as at 
Salem in 1692. The witchcraft trials in 
England were bad enough, but there was 
nothing like ours in this fateful year.'*^ 

This distinguished advocate could hardly 
have read the trial of Rose Cullender and 
Amy Dunny before the Lord Chief Justice- 
Hale in England, quoted in the appendix 
pages 260-265, and compared the proceed- 

10 Sm Burr's Sunidrm of Um Witohenit GMei. pp. 171, 177. ' 
ao MMi. Hist. Sodetjr Fkoeoodinci. XX. 330. 
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■ tngs with some of the Salem trials; otherwise 
he would not have made such sweeping stato- 
meots as he did. The tendency of lawyers 
of this age has been to judge the trials of 16S2 
by the customs of 1892. Most of them 
appear to start with a prejudice Against the 
court of Oyer and Termino', "because there 
was not a ungle l^ally educated man on it." 
Judge John Holt bad a doien or twenty cases 
of witchcraft and while every one of the ac- 
cuMd was acquitted, all but one trial was 
subsequent to the Salem cases of 1692. He 
tried more than a doiea witchcraft prone- 
cutions between 1063 and 1702, yet New 
England had not one subsequent to 1693. 
England had more than a hundred executions 
during the seventeenth century, while Mass- 
achusetts had only 28. Judge Holt admitted 
spectral evidence in 1696 and 1696, three years 
after the Massachusetts courts, composed of 
laymen, had refused to accept it. This dis- 
tinguished jurist evidently "followed foolish 
precedent and winked." 

It appears therefore that English lawyers 
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and English jurists who were educated to the 
laW| prosecuted, tried, convicted and sen- 
tenced persons for witchcraft more numerous- 
ly than the laymen judges of New England; 
and they convicted and sentenced Jane Wen- 
ham in 1712, twenty years after the last con- 
viction in Salem. She was only saved from 
death by the interposition of royal clemency, 
which granted a reprieve, not a full pardon. 
While it has been customary with writers on 
this period of our history to condemn the min- 
isters and the judges of the Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, criticism is seldom aimed at 
Corwin and Hathome who were in a measure 
most responsible for this terrible erase. They 
made the first examinations, and the evidence 
which was brought out by them or by their 
permission, was read to the grand jury and 
read to the trial juries, and frequently it was 
the principal evidence against the accused. 
Hathome was especially abusive of accused 
persons. No one of the trial judges was more 
aggressive and unfair in manner than were 
these two b their examinations. 
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We are told that many persons coDfessed 
tbemselves to bo witches, and this was conaid- , 
ered strong evidence that others were afflicted as 
charged. To the people of that day and to the 
court and ministers, to a less degrw., this was 
the natural effect of so many confessions, 
■aid to be fifty or more. But it must have 
been realized by the judges and ministers who 
were closely c<H)nected with the trials them* 
•elves, that some of those confessions were 
given in to save the life of the accused, because 
it wa9 well known that one who confessed and 
stood to the confesedon was sure to be reprieved 
e:ven though convicted. Many of thoae who . 
confessed Bubsequently retracted, some in 
time for the mill to grind them up with the 
others who went to the scaffold because they 
retracted, but most of them only after all dan- 
ger, had passed. These confessions appear to 
have been made by reason of repeated urgings 
on the part of relatives or friends. Many of 
these friends were unquestionably sincere; 
they thought the accused was probably guilty 
and lagfid confeimon to save her from punish- 
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ment hereafter as well as at the time of con- 
viction. Most confessions, however, whether 
made at the behest of friends or otherwise, 
were for the purpose of escaping death. 
A lyins admission of guilt was preferred by 
these truly God-fearing men and women to 
disgrace and execution as witches, for a sin, a 
crime, which they knew they never committed. 

The confessing Salem witches wore not the 
first nor yet the last accused persons to con- 
fess to having committed a crime of which 
they were not guilty. In Dec, 1915, a man 
confessed in Massachusetts to killing his 
father in New Hampshire and was taken to 
that state and tried and acquitted. He re- 
pudiated the confession, and proved an alibL 
Our court records contain many confessions 
of crime which the confessors never committed, 
their admission to the contrary notwith- 
standing. -- 

Speaking of the historic confessions made in 
these trials, Prof. Munsterberg says: "But 
just those dark chapters of history can show us 
an abundance of other forms of confession 
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whieh lead ua, step for step, from well-balanced 
eakalatioa to complete aUeoation, through all 
the hnderland re^na of mental confusion 
and disintegrstion. Even the advice of the 
neareat relatives of thoae accused as witches 
was often not at all liased on coaiidence. . The 
preposterous accusaUons were for them too suf< 
fident pnxrf fA guilt, and not to confess ^pear- * 
ad to them to be obstinacy. Thus they urged 
tiie poor women prisoaen, starting from the 
conviction that the unwiUingnees to confeaa 
showed that thdr minds were wholly given over 
to Satan. In many cases where they yielded, 
it was not from imworthy fear or for aelf-pre- 
servaUoo, but because their judgment was 
overthrown and their minds in complete sub- 
jection and prostration. There can, indeed, 
hardly be a doubt that in some instances the 
confessing persons really believed themselves 
"guilty." The reports agree further that the 
accused perstKis, when thciy made up their 
minds to "confesn," fabricated their stories 
with much ingenuity and tact, malcing them 
tal^ with the statements of the accusers, add- 
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ing points and items that gave an air of truth- 
fulness. 

Ann Foster at Salem Village confessed in 
1602 that the Devil appeared to her in the shape 
of a bird at several times. She further stated 
that it was goody Carrier that made her a 
witch. ''She told her that if she would not be 
a witch, the Devil would tear her to pieces and 
carry her away — at which time she promised 
to serve the Devil ; that she was at the meeting 
of the witches at Salem Village. They got 
upon sticks and went said journey/' and so 
forth. Yet Ann Foster was not insane; the 
horror of accusation had overpowered the dis- 
tressed mind. We should say today that a 
disassociation of her little mind had set in; 
the emotional shock brought it about; that the 
normal personality went to pieces and that a 
second personality began to form itself with 
its own connected life story built up from the 
absurd superstition which had been suggested 
to her through the hypnotizing exanunations. 
The \mtnie confessions from hope or fear, 
through promises and threats, from cunning 
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calculations and pasalve jriclding, thus shade 
off into others which are given with real con- 
'netion under (the pressure of emotional ex- 
citement or under the spell of overpowering 
influences. Even the mere fatigue often 
brought to the Salem witches the loosening of 
the mental firmness and the intrunon of the 
suggestion of guilt."** 

Martin Luther when asked whether the 
Samuel who appeared to King Saul, as is 
related in the first Book of Kings, was really 
the prophet Samuel, replied, "No, 'twas a 
specter, an evil npirit, assuming bis form. 
What proves this is that God, by the law of 
Moses, has forbidden man to question the 
dcsad; consequently it must have been a de- 
mon which presented itself under the form 
of the man of God." 

Speaking of witches who spoil milk, eggs 
and butter. Dr. Luther said; "I should have 
no compassion on these witches; I would 
bumallofthem.***Hewho attempts to coun- 
teract and chastiM these witches is himself 

11 Ob U« WiUM StaBd. ltS-1 
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corporeally plagued and tormented by their 
master, the Devil. Our ordinary sins offend 
and anger God.*** What then must be His 
wrath against witchcraft, which we may 
justly designate high treason against divine 
majesty, a revolt against the infinite power 
of God?" Dr. Luther said that hiii mother 
"had had \o undergo infinite annoyance from 
one of her neighbors who was a witch, and 
whom she was fain to conciliate with all sorts 
of attentions; for this witch could throw a 
charm upon children, which made them cry 
themselves to death." Asked: "Can good 
Christians and God-fearing people also under- 
go witchcraft?" Luther replied: "Yes, for 
our bodies are always exposed to the attacks 
of Satan. The maladies I suffer are not 
natural, but Devil's spells." 

Dr. St. John D. Seymour says: "The truth 
of the matter is that we all have a vein of su* 
perstition in us, which makes its appearance 
at some period in our lives under one form or 
another. A will laugh to scorn B's belief in 
Witches or ghosts, while he himself would not 
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undertake a piece of buuness on a Friday for 
an the wealth of Croeaua; while C, who laughs 
tA both, will offer his hand to the pahnist in 
fun aaninuice of faith. Each of us dweUs in 
bis own particular gla» house, and ao can not 
aff(Md to hurl missies at bis neighbors; milk 
magic or motor nuscotB, pishogues, or palmis- 
try, the method of manifestation is of little 
jLOOOunt in comparison with the underlying 
supostition. The latter is an unfortunate 
trait that has been handed down to us from 
the iofaocy of the race; we have managed to 
get rid of such physical features as tails, or 
third tyta, whose day of usefulness has passed; 
we DO longer masticate our meat rcw, or chip 
the rugged flint into the semblance of a knife, 
but we sUU acknowledge our descent by giving 
expreeuon to the strange beliefs that lie in 
some remote lumber room at the back of the 
brun. 

But it may be objected that belief in witches, 
gjiosts, fairies, charms, evil eye, eta>, etc., need 
not be put down as unreasoning superstition, 
pure and simple, that in fact the trend of 
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modem thought U to show us that there are 
more things in Heaven and earth than were 
formerly dreampt of. We gnmt-that man is 
a very complex machine, a microcoem, peopled 
with possibilities of which wc can understand 
but little. We know that mind acta on mind to 
an extraordinary degree, and that the imagi- 
nation can effect the body to an extent not yet 
fully realused, and indeed has often carried 
men far beyond the bounds of common sense; 
and so we consider that many of the elements 
of the above beliefs con in a general way be ex- 
pluned along these lines. Nevertheless, that 
does not do away with the element of superati- 
Uon and, we may add, often times of ddiber- 
ately planned evil that underlies."** 

Barrett Wendell is disposed to believe "not 
only that in 1692, there was existent in New 
England, under the name of witchcraft & state 
of things quite as dangerous as any epidemic of 
crime, but alw there Is perhaps, renson to 
doubt whether all the victims of the witch 
trials were innocent." This coincides with 

aa SsyiDOiir's Irlib Witobenit 4Dd D<BMWiliitr> llO-I. 
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the ranark of G. F. Arnold, a t^al writer, 
Uut, "it is nov known that manjr of the mar- 
vdkfus tales about witchcraft, mope, the evil 
tiyo, etc, which were preraleat in England 
more thoa a century ags, were really based on 
facts, but the wrong interpretation of them led 
to the wbde stalemeat being discredited, and 
It b only (Hci examination of them in the light 
of later knowledge tiiat we are now able to per 
cove the substratum of truth which underlay 
them."" 

Mr. Wendell thinks that "whoever has 
frequented materalization seances, and who 
then reads with gympathetic imagination the 
broken records of the witch trials, can hardly 
help admitting, I think, that these things are 
of the same kind. There ia fraud in both, — 
terribly tragic fraud then, grotesquely comic 
£raud now — but in both the fraud ia of the same 
iuwrible vaporous land; and in both there is 
room for a growing doubt whether there be not 
in all thifl more than fraud and worse. If there 
b^ that mysterious thing is subtle evil be- 
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yond woitls; if there be ao incomato spirit of 
evil, then that mysterioua thing is the direct 
work of that i^irit. 

A girl for example, was bewitched, and testi- 
fied that the physical torture she was apparent* 
ly undei^ing was caused by the conduct of the 
apparition of one of the accused — an appar- 
ition providentially invisible to whoever was 
not bemtched. It was the acceptance by the 
court of this obvbusly worthless evidence that 
hanged the witches: it was the throwing out of 
such evidence that brought the witch trials 
to a close. 

Today, I think, it goes far to suggest a much 
less simple state of things; namely, that Betty 
Hubbard was a hypnotic subject, so far gone 
- as to be instantly affected by the slightest sug- 
gestion from a person on whom her diseased - 
attention was concentrated. And it is typical 
of things that occurred throughout the sessions' 
of the witch courts. I am no expert in hyp- 
notism, but what little I have read and seen of 
it so exactly corresponds with so much that is 
in this witch evidence that I should be gravely 
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■urprasd if experfat who eximtaed the evidence 
cUd not find the evidence going far to suggest 

tbmt almost all the bewitclied were probably 
victims of hypnotic excesses. 

"And what I have already said shows that in 
all probability those really guilty of the name- 
less crime I have tried to indicate, were, in my 
opinion, not so often the witches as the be- 
witched. But let us look at the matter a little 
more cIoRely again. These wretched bewitched 
ffrhi were in all probability victims of hypnotic 
excesses. In all probability they had learned, 
willingly or unwillingly, to hypnotise them- 
selves. Is there not a likelihood, tliea, that, 
fint of all, they m^v have been hypnotised by 
others?"* 

Dr. Beard, who has been quoted heretofore, 
attempted an exhaustive analysis of this Salem 
witchcraft problem. We should repoee more 
confidence in his deductions and opinions if 
he had been more careful as to his statements 
of facta on which he bases those opinions. He 
states that the records of the court term when 

U Wm tfa* Sdm Wlubn QaUUnh T. a 0. la 
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the witches were tried are supposed to have 
"been destroyed by those who wished that the 
details of those bloody and cruel deeds should 
perish from the memory of man. It is probable 
that the children of those who took an active 
part in those massacres preferred the crime of 
stealing the records to the shame of having 
them read by posterity."^ The fact that there 
are hundreds of pages of records of those trials 
b the office of the clerk of courts of Essex coun- 
ty, in the office of the clerk of courts in Suffolk 
county, in the Essex Institute in Salem, the 
Massachusetts Historical Society and else- 
where, sufficiently answers this unaccountable 
charge against the descendants of the Salem 
people of 1692. That Dr. Beard denounced 
the trial, conviction and execution of Guiteau, 
the slayer of President Garfield, as a "murder," 
and was sure, in 1882, that "all who took part^ 
in. the prosecution will blush or turn pale at 
the mention of his name, and would wbh the 
record of those savage scenes erased from the 
memories of man,''^ attests hb lack of mental 

36 Sm pafM 38, 40. 41. 46. 
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teovteiBineDt and bslance to discuM the sub* 
jcct fd wHchcraft. The aasertion that "this 
court — that ot Oyer and Terminer — it is now 
held was iUc^aliy ^pointed," is not justified.** 
Spealring (rf the confeomon of Ann Putnam 
which was made in 1700, fourteen yean after 
the trials, be says that it was made "twelve 
years after the massacre." The act rereraing 
the attainden, he tells his readers, was passed 
"two years after the excitement of 1692." 
It was passed in 1711, or nineteen years after. 
Theae and other errors or exaggerations are 
ptHnted out because they mdicate the hasty 
manner in which Dr. Beard must have con- 
ridered the Salem witchcraft casea, upon which 
be aammes to give an expert judgment as 
authori^ on insanity and psychology, in an 
elaborate essay. 

His view of the matter is that the specific 
origin of the troubles in Salem Village was, "the 
etmvening of a number of young girls, so-called 
"afilicted children," who under the combined 
influence of wonderful stories appealing to the 

M W. B. V„ TO-l. 
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imagination and mental contagion, became 
partly insane and partly entranced, partly 
hysterical ;^nd in that state saw visions, spec- 
ters, apparitions, ghosts of murdered victims, 
demons, which visions were ascribed tocertain 
individuals living near them. The phenomena 
of trance and hysteria and insanity were sup- 
plemented by not a little deviltry, and criiel, 
intentional crime on the part, no doubt, of the 
victims and of their neighbors. The phenomen 
of trance, of hysteria and of insanity in Salem 
were interpreted as the phenomena of witch- 
craft, and those whom the afflicted children 
accused were arrested, tried and murdered.'^ 
Dr. Beard thinks that Dr. Griggs, who, we 
must admit, was one of the responsible causes 
of the outbreak, ''mistook the symptoms of 
hysteria and trance for possession of the Pevil, 
and so started the witchcraft murders.'' He is 
quite positive that "England in. 1692 would 
not have executed twenty of her citizens for 
witchcraft."** 
Comparisons between what Salem did and 

27 Ptycbologr SAlem Wltehoraft 16. 34 
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what Eng^d would have done are dangerous. 
Dr. Moon has said that "the ghastly record 
of witchcraft in 8alem might be challenged to 
- produce a parallel in the world's history."** In 
Aberdeen a qwcial Conuniflsion of Oyer and 
Tenniner of 1596 had tried, before April, 1597, 
lUkl burnt, twenty-three women and one man, 
one woman bad died of torture, one had 
hanged hcrs^ and four others had been brand- 
ed on Uie cheek. A much more "ghatitly" 
record than that at Salem within a like period 
of 'time. And this is but a small part of the 
world's "ghastly record of witchcraft."* 



No witches mn ever burned in Salem, in 
Essex county or in New England as a punish- 
ment for witchcraft. There is no positive evi- 
dence that any peraona were ever burned for 

M Qw«*d IB Ab. ABtiq., XVIIL p. ISO. 

*A bubop of Genera U said to have buniedfiTa hun- 
dred within three months, a bwhop of BamburK six 
bimdrad, a biAop of Wunburge nine hundred. Eight 
hundred were eoodemned, apparently in one bodf, by 
the senate of Savoy. In a century and a half in Paramo 
following 1404, the Holy Office had bunwd at feast 
30,000 witt^iea. 
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that crime in the United States.* Hon. A. C' 
Goodell stated, in a paper read before the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, that ordi- 
narily the highest capital offense in this coun- 
try was murder, for which the penalty was 
hanging. Heretics and witches were subject- 
ed to no severer penalty. Persona wer« 
burnt as a punishment for treason in murder- 
ing their masters in tvo instances in Massa- 
chusetts. Id 1755 a n^ro woman named 
Phiilis and a negro man named Mark were 
found guilty of poisoning their master, John 
Codman of Cbarlestown. Phillia was burnt at 
the stake in Cambridge and Mark was hanged 
within a few feet of the same place.** 

Robert Fostur, sheriff of Middlesex county, 
made return that he had executed the warrant 



*The South Carolina cuw mentioned on page 46 ap* 
peon to have been the act of a aort of niffiujy ▼igK— 
lance oommittee vrtiioh ooodenmed the viotiina to b« 
burnt. Drake thinks they were actually "roasted" a 
little, but that they were not put to death ia evidenced 
by the recsonl of a suit that they brou^t agaiaat their 
toimenton to recover for injuries. They did Dot i^ 
cover anything however. 

J» Uw. HIM. Socinr ProoMdlo«>. XX. p. 14S-T. 
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by cMinng PhillU to be burned to death, and' 
Marie to be hanged by the neck until he was 
dead. By the sUtute of Henry VIII. ch. 9, 
a perBtn ct atber sex who pcusoned another 
might be boiled to death. This statute was 
abtdiflhed early in the reign of Edward VI. after 
several executioDS had taken place under its 
providons, probably because of ita horrible 
nature, although burning at the stake remained 
A punishment in England down to ITSR. To 
mitigate the horrors of this mode of punish- 
ment a cord was fastened around the neck of 
the victim and pulled aa the torch was applied 
to the faggots, and thus the prisoner would be 
'strangled to death before the fire had caused 
much agony. The body remained, however, 
and was consumed to ashes as a terror to all 
evil doers. Such was the punishment of 
witches and traitors and poisoners in England. 
There was a burning in Massachusetts in 1691 
when one Marja was thus put to death for kill- 
ing his master. Because burning was a mode 
of punishment for witches in England, writecs 
and <M«tor8 persist in saying that witches were 
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burned in Solem. No amount of denial hu 
served to correct tliis misapprebenwm. 



Witchcraft ifl not yet dead. Fourteen per- 
80D8 were indicted for witchcraft in Havana, 
Cuba, in 1905 and brought to trial on March 
10 of that year. For seven of them the public 
prosecutor aaked the penalty of death.. Sever- 
al were convicted and two were seotenced to 
death and executed. Others were sentenced 
to lees severe punishment. A witch doctor 
in the country had written to another of the 
profession stating that in order to effect a cure 
of a certun colored woman he must have the 
heart's blood of a whito child; that the illness, 
or afBiction of the patient was the result of ill 
inflicted by white persons in the old slavery 
days, and could only be cured by tho warm 
life blood of a white person. The child wa&. 
procured in the person of a. twenty-months 
old babe named Zoila, who waa stolen from her 
parenta. Her body, when found, had been 
dismembered aod thrown into a thicket. The 
sick woman had used upon her abdomen a 
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poultice made of the heart's blood of the child, 
aod takeo iatemaU}' a decoction brewed wilJi 
tlie heui itself.** 

Belief in witchcraft is quite prevalent in the 
rural districts of Great Britain, according to 
the London Daily Mail in 1903. Some years 
ogo two young farmers in Cornwall were charged 
with threatening to murder an elderly woman, 
a neighbor, whom they accused of having "ill- 
inshed" their horeee so that th^ refused to 
pull their loads and started kicking. One of 
the defendants swore that the old woman 
had "cast an evil spell" over the aninuU. 
Another case: in a Highland village the 
ili health of a nunirter was attributed to a 
stream which passed his houm having been 
bewitched by certain parishioners who had 
had a serious disagreement with him over cer- 
tain theological views expressed in a sermon. 
Otho- instances of "witclicraft" were reported 
in Uie British press a few years ago." 

In 1011 a woman was tried on charge of kill- 
ing another, in Ireland, an old-a^te pensioner, in 
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a fit of insanity. One witness testified to 
meeting the accused woman on the road the 
morning of the murder. She had a statue in 
her hand, and repeated three times: '1 have 
the old witch killed. I got power from the 
Blessed Virgin, to kill her. She came to me at 
3 o'clock yesterday and told me to kill her or I 
would be plagued with rats and mice." Then 
the accused woman herself told about the rat 
that came into her house, and since then she 
had been annoyed and upset in her niind. A 
lady came while she was lying in bed and she 
was all dressed in white with a wreath on her 
head and said, "I was in danger. I thought 
she was referring to the rat coining mto the 
house." And so the testimony continued. 
And thb m 1011, not 1611 nor 1711.» 
' What license have we of today to condemn 
the belief m witchcraft by our ancestors two 
centuries ago? Have we not a few defects of 
our own, a few superstitions as ridiculous as 
those of the aforesaid ancestors? How many 
of us would sit down at table in a group of 
thirteen? How often do we hear a friend make 

88 IrUh Witoboraft And Domonology. 837, 88S. 
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a boast of any good fortune without "knocking 
on wood"? Who of ua but seeks to see the new 
moon over the right shoulder? What about 
kUling the first snake we see each spriog in order 
that we may surely kill all the others of the 
«os0on7 Why do steamship companies always 
number rooms "12 A*' or "11 A" according as 
the room may be on the odd or even side, and 
never a "13*7 Why do we find a room 13 in 
a hotel rarely or never? How many persons 
walking down street will pass under the hulder 
that workmen have Ican^ against a build- 
ing? Then there is the hone-shoe supersti- 
tion which leads so many to pick up and treas- 
ure every horse-shoe seen on the street. This 
notwithstanding Nelson was killed under a 
horse shoe. Possibly it may be sud that that 
horse-shoe brought him good luck for be won 
the battle and was immortalized, and has more 
and greater monuments than almost any other 
RtigliahmiiTi who ever lived. There is the super- 
stition of the prayer chain which must not be 
broken, and the belief that pictures of birds in 
a room will bring evil because the birds 
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will fly away with our luck. There are many 
other equally absurd "beliefs", all oi' them sup- 
erstitions, as much as was the belief in witch- 
craft in 1602. The redeeming quality of the 
present age is that it sees no great harm in one 
or all of these "beliefs." We make no com- 
plaints and the believers are not arrested, nor 
tried, nor executed, save on the gibbet of rail- 
lery. 

Witchcraft, superstition, or idolatry, pre- 
vails generally in India today. Mrs. Frank 
Penny who has spent most of her time in 
that far Eastern country, stated to a recent 
writer that the natives always invoke evil . 
spirits, and their belief in them is very strong 
indeed. In every village in South India 
there is a shrine built in honor of some deity, 
whose duty it is to ward off these evil spirits, 
the whole life of the native being one long__ 
dread of them and their works. Mrs. Penny 
has described some of these things in her 
various books of fiction. Like the witch 
doctors of Cuba, the magician of India has 
to have blood to propitiate the devil, and in 
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(dden days human blood alone was sufficient 
unto the evO thereof. But the British gov- 
ernment has done its best to make the Devil 
understand that he must be content with the 
blood of goats and cocks. The methods of 
use and the ceremonies connected therewith 
are much like those described in the trial in 
Havana. 



That the witches were executed on what has 
so long been known as ''Gallows Hill/' near the 
head of Hanson street, seems now to be well 
established. Since the publication of the first 
edition of this work further investigation has 
been made into the matter. There is no new 
evidence, but all that is now known con- 
firms this belief. Perhaps the earliest written 
record is the diary of John Adams who visited 
his ''Brother Cranch'' in Salem in 1766. He 
records a "walk to Gallows Hill/' where he saw 
the locust trees which he was told had been 
phinted soon after the executions to mark the 
graves of some of the victims. His visit was 
only 74 years after the occurrence and he might 
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well have conversed with one who witnessed 
some of the hangings. Dr. Holyoke, who 
wrote in 1701, alludes to this height as "Gal- 
lows Hill/' and gives as hb authority one who 
was bom during the very days of the execu- 
tions. Dr. Henry Wheatland, long president 
of the Essex Institute, Daniel Potter, Caleb 
Buffum, Matthew Stickney and Pitch Pool, 
men who were bom but little, if any, more than 
a century after 1602, knew this hill as 
Gallows Hill. So too did Hon. Charles W. 
Upham, the first real historian of the affair, 
and he had the benefit of the researches of his 
son, William P. Upham, who had no superior 
as an antiquary in this county. Mr. Upham 
had the benefit of all the original documents 
and records that we now have. 

It b sometimes difficult to realise that three 
lives of only 75 years each would carry us back— 
to 1601, a year before the witchcraft period. 
Three lives of 80 years, which has been common 
in thb community from the settlement, would 
carry us back to 1676, or 16 years before 
the witchcraft executions. There have always 
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been peratHU overOOyean of age living in Sa- 
lem. To Bay that a matter of such vital and 
aboorbing interest a* the hanging of 10 persons 
for witchcraft, would not impress itself on the 
memory of those who saw it and on all who re-_^ 
odved the account from their ancestom, 
would be equivalent to saying that an intelli- 
gent boy could not receive correctly a tra- 
dition about some great event from his 
father or hia grandfather. There were learned 
men in this community during the entire span. 
The only posuble reason advanced why this 
was not the hill, which has any force to it, ia 
that it was bo steep that a cart with eight per- 
Bons might not have been able to get to the top. 
A yoke of oxen would have no difSculty draw< 
tng a cart up the steep side today, and there 
are no known changes of importance in the 
topography since 1602. Robert Calef sud in 
his arcount of this execution that "the cart 
going to the hill with eight to execution was 
for some time at a set; the afBicted said that 
the Devil hindered it." Pretty good evidence 
that the cart did climb a very steep hill. The 
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other hill for which some claim has been made 
was not steep enough to ''set" a cart with 
eight persons in it. If it were this hill that the 
cart was endeavoring to climb, and the cart 
did "set", as Calef says, and he ought to know, 
it must indeed have been that "the Devil hin- 
dered it." 



Whether the attainders of persons convicted 
and executed for witchcraft were ever tech- 
nically removed has been n debatable ques- 
tion among historians for many years. Authori- 
ties do not agree. The bill, passed in 1711 
by the General Court with this end in view, is 
quoted in full below. An official copy of this 
act may be seen among the Essex county 
files of witchcraft papers in the court house 
in Salem.. This bill was petitioned for by 
some of those who had been arrested and put" 
to expense, and by others whose parents or 
other relatives had been convicted and exe- 
cuted; and after various delays extending over 
several years, was passed in 1711. The prin- 
cipal reason why certain writers doubt its 
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authentiuty is because it is said not to have 
been fonnally ngned by the then Govftrnor, 
J.Dudley. 

After the passage of the bill and notice to 
the ben^ciaries, thoeo benefitted sent a letter _ 
to Got. Dudley asking that Stephen Sewall, 
cleric of courts in Essex County, be allowed to 
receive thdr money for them, that being 
much lees expennve than for them to go to 
Bostcm individually to get it. Tb^y said, in 
making the request, that they had been in- 
formed that His Excellency the Governor and 
Council and General Assembly "had been 
pleased to hear their supplication and answer 
tbeir prayers in passing an act in favor of us re- 
specting our reptOntiont and estates." Such 
was their understanding of the act at the time 
(rf passage. 

The Act was in these words : ^ 

Province ol the Maasachusetts Bay Anno 
Regni, Anna R^nae Decimo. 

An act to remove the attainders of George 
Burroughs and others for Witchcraft. 

Fwasmueh as in the year of Our Lord, one 
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thousand six hundred and ninety-two several 
towns within the Province were infested with 
a horrible witchcraft or possession of devils. 
And at a special court of Oyer and Termina 
holden at Salem in the county of Essex in the 
same year 1602, George Burroughs of Wells, 
John Proctor, George Jacobs, John Williard, 
Giles Corey and Martha his wife, Rebecca 
Nurse and Sarah Good, all of Salem aforesaid; 
Elizabeth How of Ipswich; Mary Easty, Sarah 
Wilde and Abigail Hobbs all of Topsfield; 
Samuel Wardwell, Mary Parker, Martha 
Carrier, Abigail Faulkner, Ann Foster, Re- 
becca Eames, Mary Post and Mary Lacey, 
all of Andover; Mary Bradbury of Salisbury, 
and Dorcas Hoar of Beverly, were severally 
indicted, convicted and attainted of witchcraft, 
and some of them put to death, others lying 
still under the like sentence of the said court^ 
and liable to have the same executed upon 
them. 

The influence and energy of the evil spirit so 

great at that time acting in and upon those 

. who were the principal accusers and witnesses 
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proceeding bo far as to catue a prosecution to 
be had of penona of known and good repu- 
tation which caused a great dissatisfaction and 
a stop to be put thereunto until their majes- 
tjes pleasure should be known tbereio; and. 
upcm a reprasentation thereof accordingly 
made, ber late Majesty, Queen Mary, the 
Second of Blestod Memory, by Her royal let- 
ter given at her court at Whitehall the fif- 
teenth of April, 1693, was gracioudy pleased 
to apiHove tiiecare and circumspection therein; 
and to will and reqmre that in all proceedings 
against persdnB accused for witchcraft, or be- 
ing possessed by the Devil, the greatest moder* 
ation and all due circumspection be used so 
far at the same may be without impediment to 
the ordinary course of justice. 

And some of the principal accusers and wit- 
nesses in those dark and severe prosecutions, 
have since discovered themselves to be petsons 
of proftigate and vicious conversation. Upon 
the humble petition and suit of several of said 
penons and of the children of others of them 
whose parents were executed. . 
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Be it declared and enacted by His Ebccellency, 
the Governor, Council and Representatives au- 
thority of the same, That the several convic- 
tions, in General Court assembled, and by the 
judgments and attainders against the stud 
George Burroughs, John Proctor, George 
Jacobs, John Williard, Giles Core, Martha 
Core, Rebecca Nurse, Sarah Good, Elisabeth 
How, Mary Easty, Sarah Wild, Abagail Hobbs, 
Samuel Wardell, Mary Parker, Martha Carrier, 
Abagail Faulkner, Anne Foster, Rebecca Enmea, 
Mary Post, Mary Lacey, Mary Bradbury, Dor- 
cas Hoar ,and any of them be and are hereby re- 
versed made and declared to be null and void 
to all intents, constitutionalism and purposes 
whataoever as if no such convictions, judg- 
ments and attainders hod ever been hnd or 
given, and that no penalties or forfeitures of 
goods or chattels be by the said judgments' 
and attainders or either of them bad or in- 
cuirred. Any law, us^e or custom to the 
contrary notwithstanding. And that no sher- 
iff, constable, goaler or other officer shall be 
liable to any proseution in the law for any- 
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thing they then legaUy did in the execution 
of their respective offices. 

Made and paaaed by the Great and General 
Court or Ancmbly of Her Majestjra Province 
of the Manachusetts Bay in New England^, 
bdd at Boston the 17th day of Oct. 1711." 

That the General Court performed its part 
in restoring to Uie accused persons or to their 
descendants then living, the good names that - 
had been filched from them, is unquestioned. 
That the bill waa assented to by the Governor 
seems reasonably certain because under it he 
ordered the payment of the sums voted to the 
several petitioners, and the mtmey was pud on 
an cffder dated 17th December, ISII, and ngned 
by "J. Dudley" and countersigned by "Isa . 
Addington, Secrty." So far as the colony 
through its highest tribunal could repudiate 
the acts of 1692, it did bo, as the judges and 
ministen and many complainants and witnesa- 
M had done previously. If, perchance, some 
technical act were wanting to complete the 
work td repudiation on the part of the Colony, 
this does not detract in the least from the moral 



PREFACE TO NEW EDITION Ivil 

effect nor from the significance of the measure. 
Everything possible within the range of iiuman 
power appears to have been done to restore 
the good names of those unhappy victims, 
lives that had been taken under forms of law, 
could not be given back to them. Their place 
in history however is secure for all time. 
Those who refused to confess and suffered 
death, died for truth and a principle. Know- 
ing they were not guilty, they would not per- 
jure themselves by making false confessions, 
even to save their lives. They preferred the 
false judgments of men and the death of a 
felon, to risking their immortal souls before 
their God, bearing the burden of falsehood in 
order to extend for a brief span their lives on 
earth. 

Some time in the future, when narrow prej- 
udice and unreasoning fear of misapprehen*^ 
sion and reproach shall have di8appeared,a mon- 
ument will be erected on Gallows Hill to the 
martyrs of 1602, who were an honor to Salem 
and who were benefactoni of mankind: because 
they died that others might live: whose sub- 
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fims courage in the face of death and dishonor: 
irtioae faith in the justness of their Creator 
and in the eventual vindication of tbar char- 
Msten, never deserted them.* 

*T1w kt«r gcMniticn of reiden will find it difllcuir^ 
to bdiam thai ao longar i^ tlua 1893 aa Ultrnpi to 
near* eammRnantxn of tha noble suityrdoni of 
thoe witehcnft vietinu wu frowned upon. No d^ 
rfn naied to cxiat to Tindiotte them, or to proclsim 
to the worid that in 8Bl«m the first pnwtieal blow 
•gaiiwt speetnl evidoiee wu ttniok, ud likewiie at 
witehoaft itadf. Fmt wh v cp n mti tbftt oppr^rium 
BUffA bo Mat on dewoKlMita of witeh iwoaeoutort. 
Soma tbmght it better to altow tlie whole wonderful 
rtoiT of that period to be forgotten, fearing that it 
mi^t prore a bit uopleasant. 

Bat aa Salem roaa from the aahca of ito mighty oon- 
flagration in 1B14, ao it will riae from tha epirit whioh haa 
nfnaed jostin to ita martyn of 1093. 



Regarding the .eaae of Mra, Morae of Newbury, 
Bmr, in a note, aajn^ that ahe wm carried to her home 
after bong repriered, and that ihe waa not to go more 
than a ix U ep loda from htr home at any time, except to 
drareb. Rer. John Bale haa left a atateanent in which 
be aaya that he and other ministen, "at the requeat of 
her huaband, 'diacoutsed her.' She denied guilt and 
Mwned deeply leligiouf. She died ao far as I un- 
dcntood, praying to and reating upon Ood in Chhat 
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for ralvation.*'— i\rarra(t'M 0/ ihM WiUhetafl Coaet, 31, 
412. 

Page 247. Nathaniel Carey should read Janaihan 
Caroy. 

Page 82. Line 19. For, **drfcai the abominal 
witchcrafts," read "ddesU the abominal witchcrafts.'' 
This error appears in a certified copy which has been 
used by many writers heretofore. 

Since the appearance of the first edition of this work 
sufficient material has been brought to light to make 
quite certain ^hat the last execution for Witchcraft in 
England was in IG82, not in 1712 as had been, for many 
years, the belief. The Ust trial was in Leicester in 
1717 when Mother Norton and daughter were tried 
and acquitted. The last conviction and sentence was 
in Hertford in 1712 when Jane Wenham was found 
guilty and sentenced but she was reprieved and prob- 
ably never executed. The "Huntington eases,'' 
supposed to have occurred in 1716, do not appear to be 
authentic. NoUstein'B History of Witchcntft in Bng* 
land, 330, 373—82, 419. Narratives of the Witch- 
craft Cases, by George lAncoln Biorr, XVI. 

As late as 1773, the divines of the Associated Pres- 
bytery of Scotland passed a resolution declaring thmr 
belief in witchcraft, and deploring the scepticism that 
was general. — Maoavhy, vol. III., W\, "^ 

A writer in the New York Independent in reviewing 
the first edition of this work in 1892, called attention 
to the interesting historical fact that the Pl3rmouih 
Colony was not tainted with witchcraft, neither ex* 
ecution, nor trial occurring in its jurisdiction. The 
statement is historically correct. 
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REVIEWS 

The publishers quote below the salient 
points of some of the reviews, made at the 
time the first edition was issued, by the lead- 
ing journals of the country: 

New York Independenlf 

In a column editorial, said: 'This is far and away 
the best book we have read on Salem Witeheraft. la 
fact, it is the only one which presents the facta fairiy, 
and looks squarely at them without orthodox bias. 
Quaker bias, infidd bias, or the still more subtle uui 
dangerous bias of an end of?the-nineteenth-oeDtury 
standard. He tdls his story as accuratdy as it can he 
told" 

The Prandenee Journal, 

In a three column review of the first edition said: 
"It is the best work on witchcraft yet issued." 

The Literary World. 

His attitude is that of a common-sense student of 
history, who finds no occasion for apdoffy, but treats 
the matter on the broad basis that fallaoies, faults, 
errors of judgment, insane delusions, and physical dis- 
turbancfs are possible to human nature in any age of 
thcworid. . " 

The Chicago Timee. 

Mr. Kevins treats the subject both historically and 
analvtioally. He seeks for the source of the ddusion, 
and follows it from the beginning, giving details of trials^ 
testimony of witnesses, and much that has not before 
been convenient of access to the general reader. £Qs 
review of the subject is an e£Port to trace causes for the 
terrible erase, though he finds no excuse, mmly an ex- 
planation. 




Mr. NaviiiB ii » orrful student, uid Unda to the 
baa« «l hi «to«y k fnrimen of >tylB ud Btattment 
wUd !■ Tcry flf *"f '^w witchenft «piBod« in 
Salem ta obb of tlM gnikt enriositiM of oolonial days, 
and ito tngedr w>D ■hmr* wld to it mon than uie 
onnl amaaiit of tiil«n>t for thoaa of tbo prasmt gen- 
w rt hm. Ur. Nnriaa, in MBrcaieBt form, (ivea ua « 
winr<Mt and yet comptote aooouat of tha witchenft ~ 
daja, lAidi ■only ww find readr wsloonM from muar 
iriw eannot poor givw the volumiiioua reoonb of that 



Tit Portlmd Tnauerift. 
WOAenfi to Bakm FiOasa w 1693; ia peritapa the 
moat ooBpleta and conneeted aooouat over written of 
that famoui epodi in our oountrya exiitenoe. Enry- 
ttnag pcerion* tOk leadiiic op to and in ocnneotion with 
thoN terrible pweec nti oni, that is neoeaavjr for com- 
bMo appaeeiation of the aituation haa been indefati- 
Kal4r bcDocht to UAt for the rewleii'a benefit. Itiaa 
book that^ deni^a to own. 

Tht NttUmdBaflUt, 4^ PkOaddpkia. 



Tl» CimgngalionalU 
Tema tt: "a clear and inetruetiTo pioturc^' and mja 
•Hhe book to TNT ▼■iu'Ue-" 

Tlu iVew For* Criiie, 
thafHK miewingtbe whole ia a maaterljr aom- 
an." 
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PREFACE. 



J^v^iVjY design in writing this book bas beeu 
gjI'ylAf to tell the Btory of tbe witchcraft &e- 
^S^^*mS) lusion of 1692 in such a waj as to 
convey a futbfu] picture to the reader. In 
order to do this it seemed advisable to give 
some aoooont of tbe settlement of Salem and tbe 
neighboring villages, and their growth from 1626 
to 1692, that tbe reader might understand the 
chaiaoter of the people who lived there duiiog 
tbe period covert b^' this history. Following 
this, will be found a chapter descriptive of the 
court that tried tbe accused persons, and a brief 
summary of its several sittings A chapter de- 
voted to some account of earlier witchcraft cases, 
in this country and in Enrope, seemed also ad- 
visable, that we might the better understand that 
witoboraft was not new to the world In 1692, and 
that " Salem Witoboraft," so-called, differed from 
other witoboraft only in the details. 



In iuooeedjnf ohapt«rs I hare dealt with eaoh 
of the individaala tried and executed, aooording 
to the interest in the case or the fulloess of the 
documentary records that hare come down to na. 
In addition to these, anch mention is made of 
other oases, where the aoonsed were not ex^ 
cuted, as the circumstances connected with 
them seemed to demand. No chronological or- 
der is observed in this jwrtion of the work. 
The aim has been in giving the eTidence, to 
quote the exact language bo far as space would 
permit, otherwise it has bren abridged witlk 
strict regard to couTeying the true meaning of 
the witness. 

I make no claim to originality of material. 
Possibly a few documents and i few facts of 
interest may here be brought within the range 
of the reading public for the first time. If 
my yiew of the witchcraft delusion of 1392 and 
the responsibility therefor, differs somewhat 
from that entertained by most other writers, 
I believe it U the one now generally accepted 
among historical students, and the one which, 
the judgment of the future will pronounce oor- 
leot. The mistake which, it seems tome, the 
majority of the writers on this chapter of oar 
history have madr, is that they did not put 
themselves in the places of the men and women 
of 1092, but judged by the standard of the lat- 
ter half of ^e nineteenth century. I have 



tried to aToid thu. Whether I h»Te Boooeedsd, 
the Terdiot of the reader alone will tell. 

I hare not de„aed it necessary to gire my 
aathori^ for statementB made when th^t anthoiv 
itj was the records of the trials now on file in 
the court honse in Salem. In all other oasea 
where important statements are made on (be 
aatbority of othen, the reference is giren. Id 
the ease of oertain pnUioations, like Calefs 
" If ore WoDdera," and Uather's " Wonders of 
tbe Inriaible World," the reference is nsoally to 
'some reoent edition, becaose the early editions of 
titese works an not always aooessiblfl. 
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CHAPTER I. 



SALSM PRMVIOU8 TO 1699, 




[ALEBC was settled by the Puritans. Its 
settlement was a natural result of the Be. 
formation in England. The hardy men 
and women who first came to ancient Naumkeag, 
came, not so much because of unju!bt law and 
tyrannical rulers, as because they could not re- 
spect the enforced forms of worship then exist- 
ing in that country. They preferred the toils 
and privations of the wilderness in the new 
world to the tyranny of the Established Church 
and its supporters in the old. 

In religious matters those who came to Salem 
differed somewhat from those who established 
* themselves at Plymouth. The former were not 
true separatists from the Church of England ; 
they were dissenters from its corruplionSi its 
intolerance, and its formula only. In the words 
of the ministers at Salem, to John .and Samuel 
Browne in 1629, they separated '' not from the 
Church of England, but from its corruptions.'' 
" We came away," said they, " from the com- 
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mon pnyer and oeieiiitmies in cm natire land ; 
in this plaoe of liberty we oannot, we will not, 
hm them." On the other hand, the people who 
•ettlcd at Pljmonth were wparatiata.* 

John Lyford and a few followers left the Ply- 
month colony a few years after the aettleuent 
there, owing " to diBUtisfaotion with the ex- 
treme uparation from the English Charoh." 
IVy settled at or near Kantasket, but in 1625 
remored to Cape Ann, There they sought to 
establish a fishing and farming oommnnity. 
Boger Conant joined the colony in the fall of 
1626 and was made " goremor." The affairs 
were in an unsatisfactory state. Fishing and 
farming had been unprofitable. Daring the 
soooeeding spring Conant explored the coast to 
. the mouth of Naumke^ rirer and conclnded to 
make a settlement at Naumkeag. As a result 
of this movement a company was formed in 
England known as " the Governor and Colony 
of the Massaohnsetts Bay in Kew England." 
The company chose John Endioott goTernor, 
and he, with bis wife and a few others, sailed 
for the new world on June 20, 1628. They a^ 
riTcd in Salem harbor early in September. Od 
the 16th of April, following, about two huodred 
persons, including six^ females and twen^-aix 
ehildren, left England to join the colony. 
^'Tb^y took with them one htmdred and 
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forty head of cattle, beeides food, arms, olotlk- 
ing, and tools. There were four miniaters in 
the company. Two of them — Francia Uig- 
ginsoQ . and Samuel Skelton — were men of 
more than ordinaiy ability, and they were des> 
tilled to play no uuimportant part in the history 
of the uew world.'^ 

In the letters from the home oompany to Mr. 
Hi^DBon, during the following year or two, 
we tind much paternal adrioe. "Noe idle 
drone (is to) be permitted to lire among ns." 
Justice is urged in this spirit : " Wee hartely 
pray you to admit of all complaints that shall 
be made to yon, or any of you that are of the 
eounoell, be the complaints nerer so nieane, and 
pass it not slightly over but seriously examine 
the truth of the business." 

In another letter : " Wee pray you to make 
some good lawes for the punishment of swear- 
era, whereof it is to be feared too many are 
adicted." 

The suppression of intemperance is urged, by 
endeavoring " though there bee mnoh strong 
water sent for sale, so to order it as that salTft- 
ges may not for our lucre sake bee induced to 
excessive use, or rather abuse of it," and hj 
punishing those " who shall become drunok." 
The company urges that, "noe tobacco bee 
planted unless it bee some small quautitie for 
mere neoeasitie and for phisiok for pieserraooa 
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of their healtba, uid that the aune bee taken 
privately by ancient mea and none others." 

The fint step after the arriral of the minis- 
ten and this large band of men and women, 
was to form a chureh. The Plymonth ohnroh 
had been transplanted with the emigrants from., 
Holland, bnt the men at Salem brought no 
ohureh with them. They decided to found one 
which should be independent of all others and 
of all higher eeclesiastioal bodies. A meeting 
was held on July 20, 1629, " as a solemn day of 
humiliation for oboyoe of pastor and teacher 
for Balem," The meeting was opened with 
prayer and preaching, after which the vote was 
taken " by each oae writiag ia a aote the name 
of his choioe." ThU vu tho origin of %Kt use 
«/ tho baliot in this country} Skelton was thus 
ehoaen pastor, and Hiugiason, teacher. Having 
made choice of these, the sixth day of August 
was designated for the ooiopletioD of the 
church organization. On that day deacons and 
ruling elders were chosen. Thus was fully con- 
stituted the First Church at Salem, and the 
"Jint PntoriaiU Chunk in America, on the 
principle of the independence of each religious 
oommanity." No liturgy was used ; unneces- 
sary ceremonies were rejected, and " the aim- 
fdioity of Calvin was redooed to a still plaloer 
standard."* 
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The " ooDfesaion of faith aad oorenaot " 
adopted was a very brief document, but it 
"oomprised in a condensed shape and surpass* 
ing siraplicity"* all that was necfSsury to 
bind together as a oburch of Qod this little ooU 








ouy of earnest men and women. It i 
follows : 

" Wa Mvaiunt wltli tho Lord, uid one with uoUtw, 
and do bind ounelvM I:', tha pr«wiiM of Ood, to mlk to> 
getlier In all HU wkfi, sooording u He U pl*M«d to m> 
Y*al Hlm«alt VDto ui, in Hbt bleued word ot trnlb." 

t Bar. O. W. IIpb*mi DadloUoi; Addnw, 



14 imaBcmun nr salsk tillaoi. 

John and Saniiiel Browne, slthotigh opposed 
to itrnto ouuonhip and rebelling agunst the in- 
toleianoe and oormption of the Established 
Ghnroh, deaired that the litargj and common 
prayer be nsed, and attempted to set np a 
ohuroh fonnded on that idea. They were sent 
baok to Eoglaad on the ground that the safety 
of the colony would be eud^gered by any 
want of ooity. 

In the eammer of 1629 the entire gOTerO' 
moot of the oolony was transferred to John 
Winthrop and eleven followers on oondition 
that they go and reside in New England. It 
was ostensibly a commercial operation ; but it 
was aotnally the first step toward the formation 
of a fatun powerful and independent oommon< 
wealth.* ^^Dthm ^ and some seven hundred 
others arrived in Salem in June of the follow^ 
ing year. Bancroft has aptly described them 
as "a oommnnity of believers, professing them- - 
•elves to be fellow members of Christ ; not a 
school of philosophers, proclaiming universal 
tolention and inviting associates without re- 
gard to creed."' On arriving at Salem they 
found the people in destitute oircumstanoea, 
•nffering for want of food, clothing and shelter. 
'Winthrop was not favorably imprc«sed with the 
location ot the oolony and explored the coast in 
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the rioinity of tbe Mystio rirer, finally setUioff 
at Cbarlestowa, whither he shortly moved the 
■eat of (toTemment. The territory oomprised 
in the town of Salem at that time was much 
greater than at preseot, inoludiug all of the 
present city and the towns of Uererly, D&nrers, 
Harblehead, Feabody, Wenham, Hanohester, 
aad parts of Topsfield and Uiddleton. 

In 1692, with all the original territory set off 
save Danvers and Middleton, the popnlation 
numbered 1700. It is evident to one who stud- 
ies the history of the people in Salem and vU 
cinity in 1632 and in 1692 that a ohaoge had 
taken place between those periods in the oharao- 
ter and general intelligence of the inhabitants^ 
Many of the early settlers were men of educa- 
tion, and, for those times, broad and liberal views. 
Endicott, Winthrop, Higginson, Slceltoo and Sal- 
tonstall, and others of their associates, were 
men of more than common mould. Endicott, 
perhaps, in the opinion of some, exhibited a 
little intolerance or contempt when he out the 
red oross from the Q»g because it reminded h^a 
of popery, but it was no such ignorant supersti- 
tion as tiiat which led to the witchcraft delu- 
sion. There were other acts which we should 
DOW call bigoted, but whioh in those days were 

BO. H. Moon'i "Final N'oIm," IBU, II. C. W. Uphun In 
Hilt. Migitlae Mpt., 1BC», IW. Uiidfn'* " tttw Engluid Tbfc 
iNirao7," Conuit'i TruulMlun, tU. Ftitnj, HImU Kaw £ng. 
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not lo oonii^end. Ho moh men u those I han 
mmtioned lired uEues ooon^ in 1692, and 
few in the colony. Corwin, Hi^orne, Parm, 
2f ojet, the Pntnuna and their aasooiates, wen 
men of limited parta. I do not mean to imply 
that these men were inferior to their predeoes- 
•on beeavM they believed in witchoraft. Et< 
erybody beliered in it then. Endioott and 
Wintbrop had both signed death warrants tot 
persona oonTioted of the crime ; or at least had 
not stayed the executions of the condemned. 
The people generally lacked the educational ad- 
▼aotages uf their ancestors. True, there was a 
Harrard College, but what was that poor,- in- 
fant institution, with its library limited in vol- 
umes and variety, to Oxford and Cambridge, 
whence came some of the early settlers. The 
people were more likely, in 1G92, to be carried 
awsy by such a cry as that of witchcraft than 
in 1632. Increase and Cotton Mather, of Bos- 
ton, it is true, were learned men ; so was Rev. 
Mr. Witlard, but the advice of these men and 
other Boeton ministers was ignored. Some 
miuisters there were in Boston and Salem who 
believed in all the carrent superstitions of the 
age and who sought to educate the people to 
beliere in them, rather than to enlighten their 
. uinds and explain away, by the light of intelli- 
gence, seemingly strange occurrences. The age 
may well be tenued the dark age of New Eng- 
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land hiatory. The euly dreuns of indepen- 
dence of old England vere diuipated j religion 
h&d lost its strong^ bold on the people. The 
minJBter'B power and influence were waning. 
He could not lead the people ae formerly. The 
local unanimity, says Falfray, had been dis- 
solved.' Fartien had been formed with antag- 
onistic view^ of local and colonial matters. In 
affairs of chureh there were dissenters. Cer- 
tain men in the oommnni^ would bn»k no 
dissent from the views which it pleased them 
to hold. They deemed themselres infallible, 
and were intolerant of all who differed from 
them. Puritan bigotry stalked abroad more 
than in 1629, But it encountered more opposi- 
tion, and, for a time, opposition only increased 
the narrowness and tb& intolerance. 

Bancroft says : " Sev England, like Canaan, 
had been settled by. fugitives. Like the Jewi, 
they had fled to a wilderness ; like the Jews, 
they looked to Heaven for light to lead tbnm ' 
on ; like the Jews, they bad no supreme tvler 
but God ; like the Jews, they had heathen for— 
their foes; and they derived their legislation 
from the Jewish oode. But for the peopli of 
Hew England, the days of Uoses and Jorhoa 
were past; for them there was no longer a 
promised land — they were in possession. 
Beason now insisted on bringing the adopted 
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lawa to the proof, thtt it might hold fast only 
to the good. Skeptioism begmn to appear. 
The fear of soreery aod the eril power of the 
inriaible world had Bprnog alike from the letter 
of tiie Uoeaio law and from the wonder exoited 

bj the myateriee of nature 

The belief in witchcraft had fastened itself on 
the elements of faith and oome deeply branded 
into the oommon mind. The people did not 
rally to the error, they aooepted the supersti- 
tion only beoaose it had not- yet been disen* 
gaged from religion. The same caoses which 
had given energy to the religious prinoiple had 
given weight to the minister. In the settle- 
ment of Mew England, the temple, or, as it 
was called, the meeting hoose, waa the centre 
round which the people gathered. As the 
- charch had sncoessfully assumed the exoluaive 
poeaeasion of civil franchises, the ambition of 
the ministers had been both excited and grati- 
fied. They were not only the oounsellors by 
•n unwritten law, they were the authors of 
state papers, often employed on embassies, and, 
at home, speakers at elections and in town 
meetings.'"* These ministers, like Parris, and 
Koyes, and Hale, at the close of the seven- 
teenth century, wera losing their power and 
their prtHniaeuce because some few enlightened 
men and thinkers were beginning to doabL 

W Hilt. n. a., CnMBuy U., Mf.T. 
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They oould continue their iofluenoe only by 
building on error and supentition Any mux 
or woman who doubted vas their enemy. That 
person's power and influence must be crushed 
or the ministerial control was )ost. 

Between the settlement of Salem by Soger 
Conant in 1626 and fi>e witchcraft days of 
1692, the intolerance of the Puritans had been 
strikingly manifested on more than one ooo^ 
sion. The Brownes had been sent back to Eng- 
land for differing from Endicott and the First 
Church people ; Endicott had out the red cross 
from the fi^ because it reminded him of pop- 
ery ; Boger Williams hod been banished from the 
colony for preaching that men should be allowed 
freedom of conscience in religious matters.* 
Quakers bad been hung in Boston, and Quaker 
women, half naked, dr^ged through the streets 
of Salem at the tail of a cart and whipped, for ' 
maintaining the doctrines of their seot.>* All 
this by a people who, within half a cen- 
tury, hod come to these shores to worship 
according to the dictates of conscience, So^. 
also, Thomas Scrugg, a deputy and a judge of 
the local court, for sympatiiy with Ann Hutch- 
inson's Antinomian Ttews, was proscribed, dis- 

■ It wu DM 8«lem tbat builitwd Wlllluni, bU tlM oolonlil - 



laTbH* QdiJut KonicD h*d prarloDilj' koq* UmniBb th* 
itTMU naked, ToluBUrUr, (o Uutnte tb* apUKul inb»i1nMi 
of UMpMtpl*. 
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armed and deprired of hia poblio fanotions j 
"William Alford, for Bjmpathizing vith Sorngg, 
wu oeDStured and disarmed aad left the colony ; 
Xiohard Waterman, an iatelligent, industrioaa 
nun and law-abiding citizen, for diuentiag from 
the urere policy of the leading men of the 
' eolony, was imprisoned and then banished ; even 
Townsend Bishop, in 1645, because he did not 
promptly bring forward an infant for baptism, 
was handed over for discipline, and he a deputy 
and local magistrate. Iddy Deborah Uoody, 
because she donbted the necessity of infant 
baptiam, was compelled to leave the colony. 
Even in a mnch later day, William Gray was 
perseonted in Salem for (politioal) 0|HnioD's 
■ake^ and driven from the city. 

Sir Edmnnd Andros, appointed by James II, 
in 1G86, the first royal governor of New Eng- 
laod, had been deposed in 1688 for acts of op- 
pression. For nearly three years the people of 
Kassaohosetts Bay colony governed themselves 
entirely independent of the king of England. 
On the aocesaion of William and Mary, Sir 
William Phips was appointed governor, and 
came over in the spring of 1692, bringing with 
him the new charter. Phipe was not an edu- 
cated man, nor was he a man of mnch experi- 
ence in public affurs. He had commanded one 
■nooessful military expedition and one uosuo- 
ocMfol naval expedition. Hia rise to prominence 
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had been doe in a luge meuuie to great wealth, 
Becnred by raiaing boned Spanish treasore in the 
West ladies. 

With this sketch of the hiatory of the settle- 
ment of Salem, the people who ooostituted that 
settlement and tlie f^wth of the.tovrn, we are 
now prepared to consider the great calamity 
whiob befell the community two oentiuiea ago. 
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rax RARLv wtrcacMArr casbs. 

JR^ELI£:F in witoharaft, demoDologj, spirit' 
^Sy ualism and kindred isms, tinder Blightlj 
@^X differing names and phases, is as old aa 
the history of mankind. We read very early in 
onr Bible ; "Thou shalt not suffer a witoh to live."^ 
We find other mention of witchoraft in the Holy 
Book, and so on down through all the pages of 
history to the very year 189i!.* In the twelfth 
■century it was believed that a witoh was a 

1 Bxodu zx I IS. 

IHm iladtiii, ■ iMdinc BaMlaa JoarsBl, (kva an InwrMt- 
InC aretmat, 1b tba ■ul]' part of 1(89, of a raToltlnR cua uf 
-witeberaft •npantltloiL An old pcuant won»n, IMug oru 
Sookooa. !■ Cancanu, wai mipeetcd of iHlcbenrt. Bnood 
tbalDanDlttaa of ac*, and, pwhapi, of III Mmpcr, (b* ii&b*]ipr 
■ DO doDM aa luDoocut ai (be Tlcllml of uur uwu 
in died, uil ImmedlaMl]' Ui« nmicir 
,n him wltb Uw auiatanoa of Ui« E* II On, 
td claimed. Tbe mlicbbora ut Is 
JodfDMI over her aod decided tbat lb* ihoald b* iDbmi'tted 
tottaaordMl brSra — UiatU tcM>T, >b«ira« to b« bun.ed and 
IMtnitd 1b tM bop* that *b« woald ronfou ber sapp-jacd 
Ull»«. n* tWTOT of tit* poor old womao dfiiriTMl brr of oo- 
b«MBt a p aaeh. Tbl* waa aHumsd to ba a proof oT bar lulit. 
abavaaatlaadaBdtl«dtaapol*ud bonsd todatb. Wtaat 
gtrwaatUlDONflndlabupaot to thia eamlnl of oraaltjia 
tfeMfeWMrrMacaoawaaMaoBi tba aaoat — ai f t U oof tfca— 
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Toman who had oaade a Mcnt oompaot with the 
d«vil and reoeired from him pover to ride 
through ihe ur wheu going to meeting! of kin- 
dred spirits. In 1484, Pope iDDooent VIII, ie- 
sued a bull, ordering the arrest of persons sus- 
pected of witchcraft. In 1480, forty-one sged 
women were burned at the stake in Barlia foe 
substantially the same thing as was alleged 
against the men and women of Essex county in 
1692, and others in Massachusetts earlier tluui 
that Some years later, forty-eight persons 
were condemned in Bavensburg, and a hundied 
in Fiednont. In Geneva, in Ifilfi, fire hundred 
persons are said to have been executed for 
witchcraft in twelve weeks,* England, that 

vbotnitaredbltDMtlMi, ThapMiMUMrjof lUtranioMRcloa 
>ra uld to I>« g«DanUlr tunlable mil ■SsetlonaM, Mid It li a«il]r 
Khmi tliBlr *Dp«n>Munl tarroti mr* »roDted Ibat tbry (Mk 
tlMir own MfMj In mallcDMit m«Blt«itMIOD« of (Mwtle er^ 

Boms of tlia nagcoea of tlia Saath tttU balltt* U tfa* rMH^ 
of wliohcntt. la tli* iprlne af IMO ■ wonan of tta* umbo of 
Jaycox, IlTlriK In Oeoiglt, •itcmpu d to btwlteh WUIli Hltoh- 
•II. Sba dropprd a t«d bafon hia door attar hartng ■'toonMd- 
. ItwItbaloDgatrlpdf ndBtiiiiel in which tin bid tied niu» 
•roiw knots and to wblob ilM bad tttachcd plPcn of wbUm 
aawlDB tbmd and t, bnndl* of r«d fliDDtl In which weraalol 
of roola and tewing nredlM. Sea Jonnial of Jtnxiican Folk 
Lore, Vol. Ill, 10S,"Tb«FlaDt«UoDKr|;raaa a Freeman," by 
Bruce, and "Ncero M;lha Tn m iho (liorplk Toaat," by 0. OL 
Jin«t. e«e*lioAr|<rrdlx London Fplrltual llaf hId* fat ISBI 
foracua tliat happturainl.ondoDlbatirar 1 KotM and Quo- 
tin, Lnniton, V, W (4tb t«it«J ; Uorganablr* Adrartlaar, 
EDK'.for ISGJ. 

JteT r II. Kicsof Danvor*, ba* wltalr pointed oat tb* dU. 
tlnGilonLKt«ecu " BlLiileal wlteborKft,">Dd tba "lagal wttob> 
oraffof thalTlbCantniT. 

IFop.Hlit.D.B.II,«l 
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boasted land of light, liber^ and lav, has been 
eoTsed irith the eupentition. Hiator; records 

^ that as far back as the reigo of King John, 
about the yew 12(K>, persons were ezeootad for 
the so-called eriroe. It oontinaed to be a reo- 
oguized crime down to 1712 in England,' and 
1727 in Scotland. Ezeoations are recorded in 
Aberdeen in lfi97, when twenty-foar persona 
were bnmed to death. In the same place, in 
1617, twen^-seren women were buraod at the 
stake. Others were hanged or bnmed in Bark- 
ing, in 1576; in Chelmsford, Abington and 
Cambridge, in 1579 ; thirteen in St Osith's, in 
1582. Ninety were hanged In 1640, and one 
hoDdred and twenty in 1661. The last execn- 
tion for witchcraft in England was in 1712, and 
in Scotland in 1727.' Sir Hathew Hale, one of . 
the ablest of English jurists, tried many of 
these oases and firmly believed there was such a 
thing as witchcraft. Dr. More, Sir Thomas 
Brown, Boyle^ Cranmer, Edward Fairfax, and 
many other of England's wise men were be- 
lierers. When, therefore, such men as these 
beliered in witchcraft, how could the people 
who dwelt in the American wilderness in 1692 
be expected to donbC ? Chief Justioe Holt was 
the only man of prominence on the English 

' benoh who, down to that time, had doubted the 
I of the extreme Tiew of the delu- 
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Bion. He at least proteoted tlie rights of tb« 
Booused, whioh is more than was done "by the 
jadgea at the trials in Salem. 

The result of a centurr and a half of prose- 
cations, trials and executions in England, was a 
crop of books and pamphlets on the subject, 
mostly written by clergymen who had been be* 
lievers and prosecutors, or by juriatu who would 
naturally defend themselves and their associ- 
ates and their interprt-tatiun of the law. Some 
of these books found their way to America. 
Many of them were read, during the long winter 
evenings, before the roaring open fires, by the 
simple New England people. Children were 
undoubtedly allowed access to them, as to the 
Bible and the Pilgrim's Progress. Mr. Parria 
himself seems to have founded his knowledge 
of the delusion on " Discourses of the Damned 
Art of Witchcraft," written atxiut 1600 by 
William Perkins. As late as 1765, Blackstone^ 
the great expounder of English law, wrote: 
" To deny the possibility, nay, aotnal existence 
of witchcraft and sorcery, is at onoe flatly Jp 
contradict the revealed word of God in various * 
passages both of the Old and New Testament ; 
and the thing itself is a truth to which evety 
nation in the world hath, in its time, borne tes- 
timony either by example, seemingly well at- 
tested, ot by prohibitory laws which at least 
suppose the possibility of commerce with evil 
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•pmts." • Blukstons tdda that " tiusu letsoon^ 
tinn^ in foroe nntil Itteljr to tbe terror of ail 
•DcieDt females in the kingdom, and uan; poor 
Tistchea were saerificed thereby to the prejo- 

. dioe of their nei{[hborB, and their own illasions, 
not a few haring, by some means or other, oon- 
fessed the faot at the gallows."* How afioui^ 

■ ately this last sentenoA desoribea the condition 
of affairs in lEuex connty in 1C02, we shall see 
is the future pages of this histoi?. 

What was witchcraft? What did people mean 
bgr the term ? These are qoestiona which 
should be understood in studying the delusion 
in the serenteenth century. In early times, 
witoboraft eridently meant, in connection with 
the terms sotoeiy, conjurer, etc., almost any sin- 
gular oonduot on the part of a person, more es- 
pecially if that person were an aged female. 
The otabbedness of old age or misfortune was 
eridentlf looked npon as witchcraft People 
irhom we now term common scolds, neighbor- 
hood gossips, — those who, in some unaooonnt- 
able manner, know the inmost secrets of their 
oeighbors, what they hare done and vhat they 
eratemplate to do in the future, — would bare 
been, two or three centuries ago» accused of 
iritohoraft, in all human probability. Witohes 
wen persons supposed to bare formed a ooio- 

SGUItr^BI 
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paot with the deril to toiment Ood'i people, 
and Bometimes to cause their death. The ap- 
paritions of these bewitched persons were sup- 
posed to go through the air, mostly at night and 
on broom-stioks or poles, to a plaoe of meeting. 
Many of them were charged with having signed 
a book presented to them for aignatnre I7 his 
aatanio majesty. This book was said to contain 
a contract which bound those who signed it to 
do his bidding. Sometimes, as was belieired, 
they took the forme of negroes, hogs, birds or 
oats when going to perform their supematuntl 
deeds. 

For the punishment of witchcraft, in what- 
ever form it appeared, the nations of the earth, 
as we have already seen, fixed the penal^ of 
death, usually without benefit of clergy. Eng* 
. land by the statute of 33 Henry VIII, chap. 8, 
declared all witchcraft and sorcery to be felony 
without benefit of clergy. Later, by statute of 
Jas. I, chap. 12, it was enacted that all persona 
invoking any evil spirit, or consulting or oov* 
enanting with, entertaining, employing, feeding, 
or rewarding any evil spirit, etc., should be 
guilty of felony without benefit of clergy, add • 
suffer death.' Under the colonial charter, laws 
for the government of the colony were adopted, 
among them one against witchcraft. It pn>> 
Tided that« "if any man or woman be a witoh 



38 mtcacMJkWT nr sAum yillasb, 

(thftt u, batb or consolteth with a funiliar 
■pint) titej sliall be put to death." * When the 
eharter waa taken »«ay, in 1684, these laws 

.vera abrogated. Whether they were revived by 
the proclamation of Androa. on hie becoming 
governor, that all oolong laws not repugnant to 

. the laws of England would be observed,' and 
whether the forcible removal of the governor a 
few yesra later terminated them again, hare 

' beeD open qaestiona among historians and law- 
yers. The early witohoraft prosfcutions in 1692 
wen undoubtedly brought under the statute of 
James. That some of the later ones were is 
oertain. Most of the indiotments closed* in 
these words — which would have been the form, 
probably, under English law direct, or colonial 
law approved by the king ~- " against the peace 

' of onr sovereign Lord and Lady, the king and 
queen, their orown and dignity, and against the 
form of the statute in that case made and pro 
Tided." ■* The indictments against Samuel 
Wardwell and Bebecca Eamt- s, however, refel 
directly to the statutes of James 1. They were 
among the last found. The closing words ar4 
as follows ; " with the evil speritt the devill a 
oovenant did make, wherein he promised to 
honor worship & believe the devill contrary to 
BXotM M tte Hlitoij o( Wltebonlt In KkM., im, Qm. a. 
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the statute of King James the first in that be- 
half made and provided."" This would seem to 
settle beyond controversy the ques'.ioii whioh 
has been raised, as to what law th' se prosecu- 
tions were made under. On June 15, 169:f, that 
Oeneral Court which had conreued on the 8th 
in ubedieoce to the summons of Guv, Pbips, 
passed an act to the effect that all local laws 
made by the late Governor aod Council of Mas- 
saohusetts Bay and by the late government of 
Kew Plymouth, being not repugnant to the laws 
of England, should be and continue in force 
until Xov. 10. At the adjourned session in Oo- 
tober a general crimes bill was passed, the sec- 
ond section of which read : " if any man or 
woman be a witch, that is hath or coosulteth 
with a familiar spirit, they shall be put to 
death." » This was substantially the language 
of the old colonial law. Go the 14tb of the 
following December an act was passed " for the 
more particular direc^on in the execution of 
the law against witchcraft." The wording was 
substantially that of the statute of James. 
The first section declares that any person who 
shall "use, practice or exercise any invocation 
or conjuration of any wicked spirit or shall ood- 
salt, covenant with, entertain, or employ^ feed 
or reward any evil or wicked spirit .... 

11 UmL U PmrtDM Lkwi, 1^ SB. 
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or tika up »aj dead mu, wonun or ohild, oot 
of his, her or tbeir grvn, or uij other pUoe 
«h«r« th» d«ad body resteth, or the skin, bone 
or any other put of any dead penon, to be em- 

■' ployed or need in any manoer of witchoiaft, 
wantrj, eharm or enohantineDt whereby any 
person shall be killed, destroyed, wasted or ooO' 

' somed, pined or lamed in his or her body, shall 
mffer the pains of death." The second section 
proTides that if any penon attempt by sorcery 
to diaoorer any hidden treasure, or restore 
stolen goods, or proToke unlawful lore, or hurt 
any man or beast, though the same be not ef* 
fected, he shall be imprisoned one year and 
once every quarter stand on the pillory in the 
•hire town six hours with the offence written' in 
capital letters on his breast." For a second 
offence of this nature the pnnishment was 

' death. Both of these acts were disallowed on 
Aug. 2'A 1096. but they had full force and eSaot 
in the meantime. 

It is a little uncertain just when the first case 
of witoberaft aroee in New England. Hatoh- 
insmi says it was in 1646 at Springfield, Mass., 
when several persons were afflicted, among tbem 
two of the minister's children, and*tfaat every 
effort was made to convict some one of bewitch- 
ing them,M but io vain. It is not quite certain 
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that Hutcbinaon has sot here' oonfoanded Uie 
Springfield case of 1651 with this date. 

The first ezeoation for witohormft in the new 
world WAS at Charlestown, in 1648, the Tiotim 
being Uargaret Jones. She waa aooused of 
practicing witchcraft, tried, found guiltf , and 
hanged. The records of her case, if erer there 
were any, have long ainoe been destroyed. The 
best account of it, undoubtedly, is that found ia 
the journals of Got. Winthrop. He was not 
only governor of the colony at Uie time, but pre- 
sided at the trial. He says the eridenoe against 
her was " that she was found, to hare such a 
malignant touch as many persons, men, women 
and children, whom she strokeil or touched with 
any affection or displeasure or Ac., were taken 
with deafness, or vomitting, or other violent 
pains or sickness." Her medicines, being anise- 
seed br other harmless things, yet had, he says, 
such extraordinary effect, and she used to tell 
such as would not make use of her physic that 
they would never be healed, and "accordingly 
their diseases and hnrts continued with relapses 
against the ordinary course." Again, Winthrop 
says, " in the prison, there was seen in her arms* 
a little child which ran from her into another 
room and the officer following it, it Tanished.'"* 
Such is the story told by the judge who tried the 
oase. Can we doubt the correctness of his sum- 
mary of the eridenoe ? So man in the colony 

UWlnUirap>a Joaiul, IL.ai. 
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itood bighar than John Winthrop. Uuguet 
JooHy lima ill «e oao learn of her, was aomei 
thing of a phytician, as " irregular praotio- 
iooer," perhaps — what woald be called a " quack" 
in this age. Possibly she met with sucoess 
aometimeB where a"rega1ai'' had failed.- Ab 
indioatJDg the sentiments of the times, it is 
worthy of note that the goremor, a man nata- 
rally of sterling common aense, relates in his 
journal, that, " same day and boor she was 
executed, there was a very great tempest at 
Conneotieut which blew down many trees."" 

Shortly after the execution of Margaret Jones, 
her husband endearored to secure passage- to 
Barbadoes in a vessel then lying in Boston har- 
bor with a hundred and eighty tons of ballast 
and eighty horses on board. He was refused 
passage because he was the husband of a witch, 
and " it was immediately observed that the ves- 
sel began to roll as if it would turn over." This 
strange action was alleged to be caused by Jones. 
The magistrates, being notified, issued their war* 
rant for his arrest. As the officer, going to 
serve the warrant, was crossing in the ferry, the 
vessel continued to roll. He remarlied that he 
bad that which would tame the vessel and keep 
it quiet, at the same time exhibiting the doou- 
ment. Instantly the vessel ceased to roll, after 
having been in motion twelve honrs. Jones was 
anested and thrown into prison, and the vessel 
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rolled no more,*' He Wfts not exeooted, and I do 
not find that he was flrer tried. 

Mary Parsoas, wife of Hugh ParsonB of 
Sprin^eld, in 1649, circulated a report that the 
widow Marshfield was guilty of witchorafL The 
widow began an action against the Parsotia 
woman before Mr. Pjnchon, the local magi^ 
trate, on the ground of slander, Mrs, Parsons 
was found guilty and aentenced to pay » fine of 
£3 or be whipped twenty lashes." In Hay, 
1651, Mary Parsons was herself charged with 
witchcraft on Martha and Bebekah Moxon, 
children of the minister. She was tried before 
the General Court in Boston, on May 13, 1651. 
and acquitted. She was then charged with the 
murder of her own child, to which charge she 
pleaded guilty, and the court sentenced her to 
be hanged. A repriere was granted on May 29, 
bnt whether it was made permanent, is not 
koowu. Hugh Parsons was tried in Boston on 
Hay 31, 1652, on a cha^e of witchcraft, and 
acquitted.'* The partionlara in these cases are 

lIKraratt'aAnMdotnof Xarir Looal HM017. . 

UKlDB'a Bud Book or BpriDirtMiL 

IVHmi. Colonial BMordi for UajU,iat. AIM, Ukrn.lltt. 
Cnk* iMjt Haly Puiaqi died In prUon, nnd tliM tba tad 
obU|«d hST huband with bowltehlDs b«r. (Htit. of Boiun. 
131.) PkltN7 tbinki tb* wu aiMmted. (KUt. HowbgUBd, 
IV., H, noM.) A wriiar Id Ui« Ucreorln* Pabllcu, n London 
Dawapapvi of Stpt. 20. lUl. u,it: " roar In SprioKflald worn 
dftccMdi vhinof una iru aiooDted for mnrdar ofbu own 
cUld and WM doabOMi a wlwb, anottMr 1> oond 
tudar Mai, a fooitb nsdar (Mpltlao." (IbdJ 
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■wwj mMgn. It U hftrdly ufe to aay that any 
statement relativ* to the Snal disposition of 
tbem is tnie beyond question. As showing som^ 
what the state of the pnblio mind at that time, 
. it is related that on the same day that Parsons 
vas tried, the General Court appointed a day of 
homiliation, in consideration, among other 
thingi, "of the extent to which satan prevails 
amongst us in respect of witohoraft."** 

John Bradstreet of Bowley was tried in 
Ipswich on July 28, 1652, on a oha^e of " famit 
iarity with the deril." The order of the court, 
sabeeqnently prononnoed, was that " John Brad- 
■treet upon bis presentation of the last court for 
■nipiaion of baring familiarity with the deril, 
■ npon examination of the case ^y found be bad 
told a lie, which was a second, being convicted 
onoe before. The court sets a fine of 20 s. or 
else to be whipped."" 

The next case of which we have a record was 
that of Ann Hibbins of Boston, a widow, whose 
hssband had died in 1654. Hibbins had been a 
proeperoos trader, but dnring the later years of 
his life had met with reverses, and soon sick- 
ened and died. This double' affliction is said to 
have made bis widow crabbed and meddlesome. 
At all events, she had so much trouble with her 
neighbors tliat the church censored her. During 

MUM*. CvkoW BMMrts for mar u^ m. 
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thfl olosing weeks of 1655 she was aoQuaed of 
being a witch. We hare no record of her trial. 
We do not know jost what the form of the 
oharge against her was, nor the nature of the 
eridenoe. The jury returned a verdict of 
guilty, but the judges would not receive it. The 
case, under the law of the times, went to the 
Qeneral Court for trial. Mrs. Hibbins was 
called to the bar and pleaded not guilty. The 
eridenoe which had been talten in court waa read 
and the witnesses, being present, acknowledged 
it. The General Court thereupon adjudged the 
woman guilty. Gov. John Endioott pronounced 
sentence, and she waa hanged.** Mr. Beach, a 
minister at Jamaica, wrote in a letter to Increase 
Mather that Mr. Norton once said that Add 
Hibbins was hanged for "having more wit than 
her neighbors ; that the principal evidence 
against her was that, once on a time, seeing two 
neighbors conversing on the street she remarked 
that they were talking about ber, and so it 
proved."** One John Soottow, a selectman and, 
' otherwise a prominent citizen, testified some- 
what in favor of Mrs. Hibbins, and the court 
compelled him to write a most humble apology 
for having appeared to say a word in favor of 
one accused." It is a little singular in this case 
that while the woman waa a sister of Deputy 



Ooramor Belliagham,** and he oonld undoubted- 
Ij liaTs exerted sufficient inflnenoe to Bare ber, 
nothing of the kind appears to hare been done. 

In 1669, John Qodfrey, an Euez county man, 
vai aoonaed of witchcraft, and bound over to 
the hi^er eoort. Ab no further record of hia 
oase is to be found, it is presumed he was either 
not brou^t to trial or, if so, was acquitted. He 
ned two of the prosecutors and witnesses 
■gainst him and recorered damages from them. 
Another item on a later court record indicates 
that Qodfrey was before the court and fined for 
being dnink. 

Ann Cole of Hartford, Conn., in 1662, ^u 
oonoemed with two people of the name of 
Oraensmith, man and wife, in some sort of 
transaction which brought against them all a 
charge of witohorafL John Whiting wrote to 
Increase Hather that she was " a person es- 
teemed pious, behaving herself with a pleasant 
mixture of humility and faith under Tery heavy 
suffering.** She made a " confession " of some 
nature and used the names of the Greensmiths 
to their prejudice. The Qreensmith woman 
oonfefsed that a demon had had oamal knowl- 
odge of her with much seeming delight to her- 
self." Two were exeoated, and one of the others 

nFDOl*** latrodDotiom to JotaMon^ Wondir Wortl^ Fiort- 
tmem. lfoM,oxxiK, 
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condemned, but probably not lunged. It lookf 
Tery muoh as if, beneRth all this piefy and ha- 
mility exhibited by Ann Cole, there was som« 
eril ; that her oondnot was not always perfect, 
and that to oorer np her responsibility (or evil 
deeds she confessed to being a witch. 

The next ease in chronological order was that 
of Elizabeth Enapp of Oroton, Mass., in 1671. 
I quote largely from Putnam's account, con- 
densed from the record left by Ber. Samuel 
Willard." Elizabeth was at first subject to 
mental moods and Tiolent physical actions. 
Strange, sudden shrieks, strange changes of 
oountenanoe appeared ; followed by the exclama- 
tions : " 0, my leg," which she would rub ; " 0, 
my breast," and she would rub that After- 
wards came fits in which she would cry ont, 
" money, money," offered her as induoements to 
yield obedience, and sometimes, "sin and mis- 
ery," as threats of punishment for refosal to 
obey the wishes of her strange visitant. Subse- 
quently she barked like a dog and bleated like a 
calf. Then she told Mr, Willard he " was T 
great rogne." Some voice replied "I am not' 
Satan, I am a pretty black boy, this is my pretty 
girl." She charged Willard himself and some 
others of his parish with being her tormentors. 
Elizabeth Rnapp's case seems to call for tittle 
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oommeDt We inaj form our own opioioDS as 
to the lUsorder from which she sufftrpd. 

The first important Ewz County case of 
witclioraft was that which occui-rt^l in the rmiiily 
of William Morse of Newbury, now NVwbury- 
port, in 1C7'J. Tlia family coni<iBtf d, brtiil«'it the 
old gentlemaii liiinself, of his wire, nlxjiit sixty- 
fire years of age, and a grandstnt, Jolm StilM, 
twelre or fifteen years of age. Tn show the 
condition of affairs as it appeareil to M>>r«e, I 
quote from his testimony ; 

Ahoot midnlclit, ihe door being locked wlien va went to 
bed, w«liiMrd •([(«»( h'^ In tli« houM {cniiil >iid]nak«ft 
CroktiMriMi, MM we tUou^lit wilting to get out. ond lliat we 
iniglit not be dUtortied In oni ileep I aroee to let tilni out, 
sad I toand m Iiog in tlie lioiue uid tlie door uulocked. 
The door wu firmljr locked wben we went to lied. Tb* 
night fallowing. I had a groat awl lying in llie wlndnw, IIm 
wUch awl we nw fall down oat of ilie ohinme; Inio ihe 
Mhee br the An. Atlei UiU I bid the boy pat llio aiune 
awl Into tlie cniiboaid, wlileli we *aw done and tlie door 
•htit to. This BanM awl came preaoiilly down tlie cliimnejr 
■galBlacntr eight, and I took it up mysetl. Agnln tlie 
•amoBlgbt wenw a little Indian ba*Iiel that waa In the 
lo(i before oome down tlie chimnoj again. And I took the 
Mine basket and pat a brick Into it, and the banket with 
the brick weagme, and came down again the third time 
with the brick In It, and went ap again tlie fouriii time and 
CMM down again wlthont the brick, and Ihe brick came 
down ■gsln a little after. The next da; in the atumooo, 
BT thread four timea taken awaj, and came down the 
cUmnej, sg^n uy awl and gimlet wanting, again my 
laMher taken away, came down tbeoblmiwy, again my 
BoUa, Mng In tlie oover ol a firkin, taken away, cane 
dowalbeehlmMy. ThanaKt d*7, being BsbbMliday, X 
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WW nuny itoiM Mid aileks, and pleoM of Woka ema» 
down tliB chlmncf. Oa Monday Imw tha andlnin leap 
into Ui« pot, dincoand leap oat again, laapin and dauM 
and leap out again and leapoii a table and then ablda, and 
nj wifa taw tlie andinnu on the tabl*. AI*o I law the pot 
tazD Itaelf orat and throw down all iIm water, 

Morse continued for some time to relate suoli 
' occurrences as these. He subsequently testified 
that Caleb Powell came in and sud : " This boy 
is the occasion of your grief, for he bath done 
these things, and hath caused bis poor old 
grandmother to be counted a witch." Powell 
then told Uone that he had seen young Stiles 
do many of the things, end that if he would let 
him hare the boy he should be free from 
trouble. He did let Powell bare the lad Mon- 
day night, and had no more trouble until Friday 
night. Then the strange performances were 
renewed. The old man's cap was pulled off bis 
head and " the cat throwed at him." They put 
the cat out and shut the doors and windows, 
and presently she walked iu. After they went 
to bed the cat was " throwed at them five 
times," once wrapped in o red waistcoat. Snob 
is the story told under oath by an old man^ 
whom Rev. Mr. Hale said was " esteemed a sin- 
cere and understanding Christian by those who 
knew him." He and his wife, under all the 
solemnities of their oaths, — and an oath meant 
much in those days, — made these startling de- 
positions. What shall we say of them ? Have 
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the atatcmento ezaggented ths fftOta f How 
MO tb^ be met ? how explained ? Do ir« b»- 
lieve these old p«ople wUMl; falsified ? Caleb 
Powell seema to have sospected the bo; John of ' 
miichieToasly perpetrating the trioka on the old 
people. He thought he oould put an end to 
tbem bjr remoTing the youth from their house ; 
and he did. So long as John was away there 
wen none of those strange ooeorrenoea. Powell 
was a sea-fariDg man, and when on laud dwelt 
near the Morses. He was per!iapB a trifle boast 
fnl of his powers, and told these simple, antrar- 
elled people what remarkable things he oonld do, 
anton^r others that he could detect wjtchoraft. 
We should naturally expect, after Powell had 
demonstrated to Morse that his grandson was a 
mischierous soapegraoe, that the grandfather 
would have taken the boy home and given him a 
sound thrashing, and then thanked the man who 
had exposed the imposture. But no ; it was an 
age of religious bigotry and superstition. Morse 
at once turned upon Powell and charged him 
with practicing wit«hcraft. Complaint was made 
against him in the looal court on Deo. 3, 1679. 
His examination took place on Deo. 8, and the 
oonrt ordered Morse to give bonds to proseoute 
at the next term of court in Ipswioh. The case 
was heard on March 30, 1680. The court or- 
dered, that though it found no grounds for the 
pntoeduie against Powell, "yet he badgiTan 
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snoli ground for anipioion of bia so dealing that 
they oonld not Acquit him, hut that he deserved 
to bear his own share of coeta of proseontion." 

Complaint was then made against Urs. Morse 
herself, and on May 20, 16S0, she was tried and 
convicted. Gov. Bradstreet, on May 27, after 
lecture in tlie meeting-house in Boston, sentenced 
her to be haoged. He granted a reprieve oa 
June 1, until the next session of the oourt, 
when the reprieve was still further extended. 
The House of Deputies protested, and urged ex- 
ecution. In 1681, however, the House voted to 
give her a new trial, the magistrates oononrring 
in the vote. We next hear of Mrs. Morse at 
her home in Newbury, through a letter written 
by Rev. John Hale in 1699. The records do not 
inform us whether she was ever tried again or 
how she obtained her liberty. All we know is, 
that from all the testimony, she lived a Christ- 
ian life the remainder of her days, and always 
denied that she was ever guilty of witchcraft. 
Gov. Bradstreet, who passed sentence on Mrs. 
Horse, subsequently lived in Salem, and hia 
remains were buried in the old Charter street 
l<urying ground. In 1692, as in 1680, he dared 
to resist the clamors of a misguided people and 
judioiary, and an unlearned, superstitious popu- 
lace. Had Got. Phips possessed his intelligence 
and firmness the harvest of death on Witch 
Hill would not have formed a part of our early 
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American hutoiy. It Ib Doteworthjr that io 
1692 the witchoraft delusion did not reaoh old 
ITflvbury, Her people eTidently learned a 
lesson from the Mona case which they did not 
soon forget 

One of the latest and most interesting of the 
ante-Salem Villi^ oases was that in the Good- 
win family in 1G88. The daughter of a Mrs. 
Qlovpr was laundress in the Goodwin household 
in Boston. John Goodwin bad four ohildren, 
aged respectively thirteen, eleven, seven and 
five. The eldest, a girl named Martha, aooused 
the laundress of oarrying away some of the 
family linen. Mrs. Glover is described by 
Hutchinson*' and Calef" as a " wild Irish woman 
of had character." She talked h'arshly, perhaps 
profanely, to the children. The girl Martha 
immediately fell into a fit. The o^er children . 
soon followed her example. " They were strack 
dead at the sight of the assembly's chateohism, 
Cotton Mather's ' Milk for Babes,' and some 
other good books, but could read the Oxford 
Jests, Popish and Quaker books and the Com- 
mon Prayer, without any difficulties Some- 
' times they would be deaf, then dumb, then blnid, 
and sometimes all these disorders together 
would come upon them. Their tongues would 
be drawn down their throats, then pulled oat 
upon their chins. Their jaws, necks, shoulders, 

tlHIA. Xmi., IL, ». liro<rIWiXd.,iaT. 
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elbowt, and all their joints woold appear to be 
dislocated, and thejr would make the moat pit- 
eous ontcriea of baroiogs, of being ont with 
knirea, &e. The miniatera of Boston and 
Cbarlestowo kept a da; of fasting and praters 
at the tionUed ^onae, after which the youngest 
diild made oo more contplaiots." The magia- 
tntea then interpoaed, and the elder Glorer 
woman waa apprehended. Upon ezauiinatioa 
ahe would oeittMr oonfesa nor deny, and ap- 
peared disordered in her senses. Pbysioiana 
declared her to be of sound mind, whereupon 
ahe was coavicted, sentenced and executed. The 
eldest child went to live in the family of the 
minister. For some time she behared properly, 
• and then had Sts for a short time. Hutchinaon 
. aaya that after this they " letumed to their or* 
dinary behavior, lired to adult age, made pro- 
fession of religion, and the affliction they had 
been under they publicly declared to be one 
motive to it. Ooe of them, I knew many years 
after. She had the character of a very virtuoas 
woman, and never made any acknowledgement 
of fiand io the traDsactioD."** 

It should be distinctly understood that the 
Qlover woman was not prosecute because of her 
religion. That had notiiing to do with it. This 
case has sometimes been connected with the 
Salem cases of 1692, but it had no connection 
with them, either directly or indirectly. 

MIIM.MMi.,IL,»ei. MH*.HIM.fMUVni.,W. 
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I have thus traced, all too brieflj, peihape, the 
moie important witohoraft oases in "Sew England 
previons to 1692. Enough has here been given 
I trust, to abow that the outbreak in Solem Vil- 
lage was nothing phenomenal ; that it did not 
differ from what had happened elsewhere, save 
in obtaining a tirmer hold in the minds of the 
people, and in being fostered by certain miniaten 
and prominent men more than in other plaofs. 
A few strong, calm words from them in Febnt 
ary, 1693, would bare summarily allayed the 
excitement and put an end to the whole wretched 
business. But those words were not spoken, and 
the tragedy followed. 

HoTC Bailde ilM BMW IB Vaw EngUod pMrlooi to UU, 
ttan wn* proMSatloM for witabamn In MTsnl •nottatra KatM 
•nbMqDMt to tbkt tia*. Onoa Bb«n>oad wm Mowad la 
PilDOM* Ina Cad&cr, Vlrgiulk, In 18M. A jarf of mnna 
■MMbsdliar forirlMi muk*. Mid tba ■•valar orAttl" wm 
trlML TnuU. Iha iherlS wajonlared ta l^a "all laeh eon- 
vanlant Maliunoa af bnua lad man m ihall b* by him tbooEbt 
lit, to iBMt U Jahn Karpai'i pluititl<m In onlar to taka laM 
Onoa asd pat bar [Into watar] abora oun'i daptb, and try bar 
bow aba awlou (hardn, almjra baTlng oanot barilla lopr*- 
MTTa bar from drowning, aod aa MM» aiabaoanra oucibubo 
raqncat ai maoy anUant and kaowtoc woman a* poaajbla te 
«*ntoa«areb OMafnliy foraiinailu orapota aboot bar budy 
BOtB*n*loaotbara, ato." Tbaaa •■tatiant wiwwn" raportftf 
UkUUMTdiaoovaradoartalB dlatlnetlTa marka ofthawonaft. 
Bba waa oommittad for trial. 

ranoDi w«TO aoeoMd of wltcbonft In Booth Carolina In 
JTOS, triad and aantancadto ba bumadatthaatak*. Drakatay* 
tbay wera loaatad by &!• bat thara la no andenoa that thoy 
werabumadtodaaO. J. Trinoo, Balam OaaotM, Bor. S, IKl, 
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J^^HE witchcraft delusion of 1692 undoubt- 
SsVS ^^^J l>^ i^ inceptioa in ths home of 
l^&Qe B«T. Samnel Parris, pastor of the choroh 
in Sal^m Village. In his family were a daaghter, 
Elizabeth, nine yean of age ; a niece, Abigail 
Williams, eleven years of age ; and a servant, 
ntaba, half Indian, half negro. The tradition 
- is that the two girls, with perhaps a few other 
ehildreu of the neighborhood, used, during the 
winter of 16dl<2, to assemble in the minister's 
kitchen and practice tricks and incantations with 
Tituba. Among the other girls of the neighbor- 
hood, some of whom are believed to have been 
present at a portion of these performances, were 
Ann Putnam, twelve years of age, daughter of 
Sergt. Thomas Putnam j Mercy Lewis, seven- 
teen years of age, maid in the family of Sergt, 
Putnam ; Elizabeth Hubbard, seventeen years of 
age, a nieoe of the wife of Dr. Griggs, the village 
physician, and a servant in the family.t and 
Sarah Churchill, aged twenty years, a servant 
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in the family of George Jacobs, Sen. Mercy 
Lewis had previously lived in the family of Rev. 
George Burroughs. Daring the winter these 
girls held oooasional meetings in the neighbor-' 
liood, nsoally et the minister's hoose. Calef 
nys tbcj began to act after a strange and una- 
soal manneri bj getting into holes and creeping 
under chairs and stools, and to use sundry odd 
postures and antic gestures, uttering foolishi 
ridiculous speeches, which neither they them- 
selTes nor any others could make sense of.^ 

This state of affairs continuing from late in De- 
oember until into February, 1692, the elder peo- 
ple learned something of what was transpiring 
in their midst. Great was their consternation. 
Dr. Griggs was called, but as sometimes hap- 
pens, eren in this age of great learning, the 
doctor did not know what ailed the young 
people. Their ^disease'' was one unknown 
to medical science. Evidently feeling obliged 
to give some explanation of the disorder, the 
doctor declared that the girls were possessed of 
the derili in other words, bewitched . Thereupon 
the curiosity of the whole community was awak* 
ened. People came from far and near to witness 
the strange antics of these children. Their 
erkdulity was taxed to its utmost Mr. Parris, 
as was naturali was not only an interested spec* 
tutor, but he took charge of the whole business. 
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He called a meeting of the ministers of the 
aeighboring parishes to obserre, to investigate, 
to pray. Thej came ; they saw ; they were oon- 
qnered. They unanimoaaly agreed with Dr. 
Ori(K8 tbat the girls were bewitched. The all- 
important question was. Who or what oaased 
them to Bot as they did 7 Who bewitched them ? 
Whose spirit did the devil take to afflict them ? 
Mr. Parris and some of the ministers and prom- 
inent people of the village andertook to solve 
the mystery. Several private &sts were held 
at the minister's house, and several were held 
publicly. The children at first refased to tell 
anything about the mysterious affair. Tituba 
professed to know how to discover witches, and 
tried some experiments with that end in view. 
With the aaaiatance of her husband, John Id< 
dian, she mixed some meal with urine of the 
afflicted and made a cake. The children, hear- 
ing that Tituba was attempting to discover the 
witches, are said to have " cried out " against 
her. They said she pinched, pricked and tor- 
mented them, and they fell into fits. She aor 
knowledged that she had learned how to find 
out a witch, but denied that she was one her- 
self. Tituba was called an Indian, but she waa 
not a ]Korth American Indian. She and her 
husband, John, were brought ^m the West In- 
dies by Mr. Parris when he came to Ua8saoha> 



wtts Bmj. Th«7 had bean his aUTes then. 
Boti) spoke English bnt imperfeoUj and under* 
stood it oolj partiall7. Id addition to Titnbe, 
the childran named Sarah Good and Sarah Os- ', 
bam as their tormentors. Moat of the early J 
writera, think there tss method in their mad- 
ness. They' describe Good as "a melancholj 
distracted person," and Osbtiro as "a bed-riddea 
old Toman."* No one of the three women, they, 
reason, was likely to be believed in any denial 
of the statements of these girls connected with 
&iaiUei of prominence and respectability. 

This, in Ivief , is the story that has oome down 
to US from all the early and most of the later 
writers. I am not disposed to deuy its correct- 
ness ; bnt two or three auggestioiia ooonr in this 
, oonnection, which seem worthy of mention. Is 
it probable that these girls, living miles apart, in 
some instances five miles from the minister's 
honse, in a wilderness almost, where carriages 
were onknown and bridle paths often dangerous, 
would travel by night, in the dead of winter, to 
Parris's house and home again ? Is it probable 
that their parents or mistresses would allow 
them out and away from home in this manner T 
Is it probable that such meetings, " oiroles " as a 
some eall them, could be held at the minister'B 



TBI OUTBBBAK IH iALU TIUiAOSt 01 

boose .and he Dot knoir it, or knowing, would 
permit their contiDuance 7* 

Titub& undouhtedlf had familiari^ with the 
strange tricks and jagglerT- practiced bj the 
semi-barbarous races ; and, although we know 
nothing definite about it, is it not reasonable to 
preanrao that ^]^e exhibited some of these to 
Elizabeth Farris and Abigiul Williams, who lived 
in the house with her, and that they told their 
young friends in the village about ttie perform- 
ances ; that these friends oame secretly to wit- 
ness the mysterious tricks ; that they were 
instructed in the practice of them, and did 
practice them for self amusement or the amazfr 
meat of other young people ; and that eveBtaally 
the business got noised abroad and came to the 
knowledge of the elder people ? They would 
naturally institute an inquiry. The girls, prob- 
ably, realized that if the exact truth were known 
to their elders they would be severely punished; 
possibly publicly disciplined in church. To 
prevent this, may they not have claimed that 
they could not help doing as they did ? They 
andoubtedly had some knowledge of witohoraft, 

ITha wrltar Itoowi of ■ cua In ft Bilcm Mbool wltbln nOMl 
jaan, wbcre > gltl of stsht or tea je«n would throw haneU 
full Itngtb on th* floor, ud roll ftnd wrltli*, ud prMaod to b* 
io tha EreUoft *gon7. Tbe tenclier BTentiialir dlrcoTcnd tba 
Impostura, but tha girl oontiuuad her ptTlorm^oixt to tha 
tunuamsDt uid oouitanifttlnn o( otbar lotiooL gIrU. Wban 
told bf tba takohar to " set up " *h« woold do ao prompUj kad 
go oat to pb?. 
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csoiigli Kt leait to «iuUe tb«m to make & pre- 
tenM of being bewitobed. The girls ooold not 
for ft moment rekliie tbe territle oonseqaenoee 
irhioh vers to follow. Having taken tbe first 
step, thej irere in the position of all who take a 
first step Id &lsehood or anj other wrong doing, 
another step became neoessarjr, and ttiea anotl^ 
er. Then th^ were probably commanded bj 
their alden to tell who caused them to do these 
strange things ; or, as most writers put it, who 
** afflicted" them. As already stated, they 
named Titabs, Oood and Osbnm. Is it posrible 
that we hare misDoderstood tbe first statements 
of these children ? Is it possible they did not 
lay Titaba'a apparition eaiued them to do certain 
strange things, bnt that they said the taught 
. them f Is it possible that Parris, to sare scan- 
dal in his own immediate household, made 
ntaba declate that she had bewitched the girls? 
I do not mean to assert that this is the correct 
Teiaion of the outbreak of witchcraft in Salem 
Tillage. I only desire to suggest what may 
hare been ; something which offers, perhape, a 
rational explanation of the beginning of this 
honid nightmare. Certainly such a course is as 
plausible, as reasonable, and has as much basis 
c/t fact as any of the theories heretofore ad- 
We know nothing about these things 
V of absolate knowledge \ all is ooi^e*^ 



i 
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A.t all events, the children "named" the three 
women as their tormentors, Joseph Hutohio- 
8on, Edward Putnam, Thomas Putnam and 
Thomas Freston lodged complaint against Tttu- 
ha. Good and Osbum ; and on Feb. 29, Jonathan 
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Corwin and John Hathome, the Sulem magis- 
trates, issued warrants for their orveat, tliu iirst 
warrants issued for witchcraft in 1G'J2. The ex 
aminations were begun on Ttiesday, March 1, 

1692. They were to havu leen held in the 
house of Lieut. Kathaniel Ingersoll in Salem 
Village, the tavern of the place; but the num- 
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ben who euat to witneta the openiog soeiie in 
this ftmit drama of the neir world could not Iw 
•loeoinmodated in its rooniB, and the court there- 
ton ailjntimvd to the meeting bouse. 
At A*nii .Good was thp fint person ezaiiiined 
-J will d-al with her caw tirat.^ S^mh Good iv«s 
wife ol Witliam Good, " laborer," She is mill 
to bare bt^n about seventy years of age. CHlef 
•ayi^ she had long been counted a melancholy or 
disrrachtd woman j and Upbam say^ sb« was 
broken down by wretchedness of condition and 
ill-reputfl. Her answers to the questions pro- 
pounded to ber^, aM tin iiadt rwi U so^gjye no 
evidence of ooming from a person "broken 
.down," or "forlorn," She appears to have 
answered with a fair degree of spirit. During 
most of the fint week in March, while on tri^ 
before the local magistntes, Sarah Good was 
taken to Ipswich jail every night and returned 
in the morning, a distance of about ten miles 
each way. From the testimony of her keepen 
and the offlcen who escorted her to and from 
jail, we learn that she exhibited considerable 
•oimation. She leaped off her borse three times, 
niled at t^ m^istrates, aud endeavored to kill 
herself. Ju fc nSw sBy^there is no evidence that 
Sarah Good ever had trouble with any of her 
tteighbora or aocusen, or that any of them bad 

SVmMm:^ U., tM. SSaMm Wltebandl, IL, IS, 
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boatile feelings toward h«t. Eridentlj ho had 
never seen the testimony of the Abbeja and the 
Gadges. Samuel Abbey, aged thirty-five, told 
the magistrateB that three years preTtoos to the 
hearing William and Sarah Good, being deatitato 
of a houM, came to dwell in their bouse out of 
charity; tbat they let them live there until 
Sarah Good was of ' so turbulent « spirit, spite- 




ful and 80 maliciously bent " that they could not 
sufEer her to live in tlmir house. Ever sinoe 
that time " Sarah Good hath carried it very 
spitefully and njalitiously towards them." After 
she had gone from tlieiii they begun to lose cat- 
tle, aud lusL several " in an unusual manner, in 
a drooping condition, and yet they would eat," 



M inrCHCBATT iir iauh villaob. 

'Altt^ther th«7 lo§t Hventeen in two years, 
bestdea iheep uicL hoga ; and " both doe believo 
Htfy dyed of witchcraft." They further testi- 
fied that Williaof Good told them he went home 
one day and told hia wife the Abbeya had lost 
two cowa and ahe said abe did not care if the 
Abbeys had lost all tbeir cows. They concluded 
tbeir testimony with this remarkable statement : 
*■ Just that very day that the said Saiah Good 
va^ taken up we the deponents bad a cow that 
eould not rise alone, but since presently after 
■be was taken up, the said cow was well and 
eonid rise to well aa if she bad ailed nothing." 

Sarah Oadgedepoaed that Sarah Good oame to 
her house about two and a half years prerioualy 
and wanted to oome in ; Gadge told her she 
eonId not, for she was afraid she had been with 
them that bad had sm^ill pox, whereupon 
Good fell to mattering anil scolding. The next 
morning Gadge'a eows died, " in a sudden, terri- 
ble, and strange unusual manner eoe that some 
of the neighbors said and deponent did think it 
to be done by witchcraft." The testimony of 
these wjtneaaes shows that some of Good's ao- 
cnsera bad had personal enoounters with her, 
whifih may hare engendered ill-feeling. 

We come now to the examination of Sarah 
Good herself. It is giren here aa found on the 
court files io Salem. The warrant issued by 
Hathome and Corwin charged her with *' sus- 
pioioB of witohoiaft done to Elixabetb Farria, 
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Abigail Williams, Ana Putoam and ElisUwtli 
Hubbard, at sundry times within this two 
mouths." This warrant was returned with the 
certificate of George Locker, constable, that he 
had " brought the person of the witbiu named 
Sarah Good." Her testimony was written down 
by Ezrkiel Cheever, and is given below. The 
examination was on the first and fifth. It is 
quite evident that only portions of the testi- 
mony were taken, and that is interspersed with 
comments by the reporter. And here a word ol 
cuiition may as well be uitered, which will apply 
nut more to the case of Sarah Good than to 
others. All the lestiraony in these trials, or ex* 
aminations, before tlie local magistrates was 
taken by persons intensely prejudiced toward 
the prosecution. In reading it this should 
always be borne in mind. Much of it was 
taken by Farris himself. Knowing his feelings, 
and that he was the leading prosecutor very 
often, we feel that he would be pretty sure to 
devote more attention to testimony against the 
accused than to that in their ftivor. In ^t, 
this is evidenced throughout the records which 
have been preserved. 

Tk» txamifMtion of Sarah Good b^ort th« 
Worihipful E»qr». John Hatkome and Jonathan 
Cnrwin. 
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W)w do rM wiplar O"^ I" ^ it?— I enplor nobodj. 

What emlandOTDmomplortfauT— NooTMlnMibatl 

Vk7 did fOB KB Bvar nntUridK Inm H r. FbttIs'b Iiobm? 
latler, bat Ihsdkcd bim (or what h« gan mj 



cUlt 



<mlnet«lthtb«deTlIT-No. 

MMhorM lickiti d Ihtchlldioi all tif them tolooh npon 

hat Bsd aa* l( ll>t« wen the paiaon that hart tbem, and m 

Oq all did look apoa bar and aald that tfaii ni one of the 

that dU lormcM Ifaem. FNoently they w«re all 



Saiah Oood, do fott not Ma oow what yon hare douef 
Why do riMBOttellutlie truth? Why do yon thutM^ 
Mant ibeaepoorehiMreB?— Idonot tonaaat them. 
\ Who do yo« employ then?— I anpley nobody. I woni 
H. 

Bow eama tbay thw tonnentedT— What do I know? 
Ton bclDf oihan baia and nowyoaehaifone wlthlt. 

Wbywbowailt?— Idonol know bat It waaaome yon 
b(on(fat Into the meeting bona* with yon. 

Wa brooght yo« Into the meettng'boaae.— Bat ye« 
tnmght in two mote. 

WhotoUthantbattotBenled Uwehildmnr ItwaaOi- 



\J^i 



What ii It yon My when yon go mattering aw^ bon 

:?— It I mart cell I will teU. 

Do tell w, then.— If I mnet tell, I will toll. It lithe 

mmandmenla : I may aay my eemmaadmenta, 1 hope. 



f^m.) 

/Wbo do yon aarre?- 1 nrre Ood. 
WWbatQod do yon aerre?— The Qod tl 
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■nd «uib (thoniih the wm not wHllof to mention the wotd 
" Ood "). Her Biinren wera in ■ reij wiclnd, ipltetnl 
muiiiei', refleotlng end iMortlug agitiwi the auUioiftf with 
base Mid alnui** vordi ; Hid mtaj Ilea ihe wm taken in. 
Ir wu here uld that her btuband had wld that the wai 
•llher a witch or would be one rery qnlcklj. The wnrebi)^ 
fal Mr. Hathome aiked lilm hii leawM wb; he *ald m> ot 
her, whether be had cTar leen anything by Iter. He ao^ 
wered : " Ka< not In thli nalaro, bat It wai her bad oarrlajis 
. to him ; and indeed," nld he, " I may lay with tean, Uut 
■be U an enMsy to all cood." 

Here is the account of this ezamiBation of 
Sarali Good as written down by Hatbortie bim* 
self: 

Salem Village, March the flnt, 1091 Santb Qood, vpoa 
eiamlnatlon, denied the matter of fact, tU., that the ever 
uaed any wll<diRraft or hurt the above tald children, or any 
o( lh«m The above named children, beinf all preeent, 
poaltlvely acanaed her of hurting them anndry time! wllhlii 
thlt two montha, and also tliat mominft, Sarah G«od 
denied that ahe had been at their bouee In «aid time or 
near Ibem or had done them any hurt. All the abore taSd 
children then preeent accnaed her faoe to faoe. Upon 
which they were all dreadfully tortured and tormented for 
a thort upece ot time, and, lb* aJBIction and toDoree, being 
over they charged eald Sarah Oood again that ihe had than 
to tortured them, and came to them and did It, although 
■he watperMually then kept at aomulderabl* dlattno* 
tiom them. 

Saiah Good being naked If that the did not then linrt 
them, who did it, and the children being again lortored. aba 
looked upon them, and aaid It waa one of them we braugfat 
Into (he houae with aa. We aaked her who It waa. 8h* 
then anawered, and tald It wat Sarah Otbnm, and Sanh 
Otbnm waa then under custody, and ni>t in the house, and 
the ohlldien, being quickly af(«r recoveied out of ilieir flt, 
t^d Uwt It waa Saiah Oood and alto Sarah Otbom that 
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then dM ban Mid tocment or aflllM them, Altli«agli both of 
Ifcem U lb* Mm* lima «t a dlMkiiM or remois from tii«in 
peraoaally. Ttten wan klw nndiy othai qncatlon* pnt lo 
her, and oanroiB (iTon IhoMiuloby boruoordlDKM UkIwi 

Ott Harcb 7, Oood, with Oaburo aiiil Tituba, 
WMsriit to th« jdil ill Bnstoi). Tbrrt) sb« r«- 
mnine*] until June 28 wlieii tlin graiul jury pre- 
Mfited nn indictinent ngiiiiiRh litr us folluws : 

Tlie Jarun for onr ooTeriKn Ijird and TiMdy, ths King 
and Qaecii, pn«cut iluu Suali GuotI, wjte of Wl.liam Good 
of Salam Vlll«(e, hwbMidnaii, the aeoond d«r «f llaj la 
lb« foarth joar o( the raljtiie of onr ■OTOreln Lord and 
I^jr, William and Mar;, br tbo grtea at Ood, of Bpfcland, 
Seollaiid, Franoa and Ireland. King and Qaeen. detenden 
of the faith &0., and dlTcts other dayi aiiU time*, ai'well 
before a« afler, oailAin delaatalile arucallod w1 lohcratl and 
MKoeriea, wickodlx and telonloiuljr liaih naod, practlcod 
•ad ezerciied, at and wilhln Ihe ioiriio1il|i of Baleiii wllhln 
tba oannlf of Bsmx atorenld. In ujkiii and agniiut one 
Sanh Vtbbei, vita ol John VibbrT, of Salem aliireaaid, 
hmbandman, by vhloh aald wicked aria ilie, said Barab 
TlbtMT, ifaatald Moond day of llajr In the fnurth jeai 
abOTtaaid and dlToia other dajv and liiiiei aa well before as 
after, waaand It afaici«d, pined, coiiKUtnrd, wnaiod and 
ionnentod, and alao tor aaiidrT otlier acta of wftclicratt bj 
aaid Sarah Good oommltted and done, before and ilnce Ibat 
tima, agalnal the peace of onr aoTereign Lord end I«dy, 
tba King and Qnaen, their enwa and dlenlty and aftainrt 
tba forma ot tbaatatateinthatcaaa made and prorldod. 

A second indictment chBTtp.-d ber with jir^c- 

ticing tbeaame arts on Elizabetb Hiibbnrd, a 

third cbarged a similar ofFenoe committed od 

t^Anii Putnam./ Tbe tims alleged in the last two 

indiotmenu was Uarch 1, whicb^ i * w ilHw s si 
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aae mb a ro d^ vas the data of the prelii^iitaiy ex- 
amination. Durini; the trial of theM easea De- 
liveranoe Hobbs gave a " confesaioa " as follows : 

" Being at m mealing ot the wltclu* in Ur. ParrU'i field 
when Hi. Banonglu preached and admlnlsMted the aacra- 
ment to them, taw 8anb Good atnonjt the raat and thb 
tally agreei with what the alfitctad relala." 

Abij^il Hobbs testified that she " «raa in com- 
pany with Sarah Grood and knows her to be a 
witch, and afterwards was taken deaf ; and 
Mary Walcott saw Good and Osbui-n run their 
fingers into this (deponent's) ears mid a little 
after she spoke and said Good told her she 
should not speak." Mary Warren confessed that 
" Sarah Good is a witch and brought her the 
book to sign." 

William Batten, William Shaw and Deborah 
Shaw testified that Susan Sheldon's bands were 
tied in such a manner that they were forced to 
cut the string. Sheldon told them it was Good 
Dufltin that tied her hands ; that she had been 
thus tied four times in two weeks, " the two last 
times by Sarah Good." They further declared 
that whenever she touched the string she was 
bit ; also to a broom being carried out of -the 
house and being put in a tree. 

Johanna Chilburn testified that " the appari- 
tion of Sarah Good and her last child appeared 
to deponent and told her that its mother mur- 
dered it ; " that. Good said she did it beoause she 
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oonld not attend it ; that the ohild told its 
tnotlier she irai a witch, aod then " Sarah Good 
said ahe did gire it to the deriL" 

'Haary Herriok testified that Sarah Good oame 
to his father's bouse and desired to iMige there ; 
Ilia toher forbade it, and she went away gmtnlH 
ling. Being foUoweJ; and forbidden to sleep in 
the bam, she replied that it wonld ooat hia 
&ther one or two of hia best cows. Jonathan 
Batchelder added to this that about a week after 
two of his " master cattle " were removed and 
'jonnger cattle put in their places, and since 
then several cattle bad been let loose in a 
, strange manner. 

Elizabeth Hubbard, one of the afflicted, saw 
the apparition of Sarah Good, " who did most 
grievionsly afflict her 1:^ pinching and prick* 
inib'* and so continued hurting hernntil the first 
day of Uarch, and then tortured her on that 
day, the day of her examination. She had also 
seen the apparition of Sarah Good affliet Eliza- 
beth Parris, Abigail Williains, Ann Putnam and 
Sarah Vibber. "One night," she continued, 
" Samuel Sibley, that was attending me, stmok 
Sarah Good on the arm." Susannah Sheldon 
said she had been most grieTon'sly tortured by 
the apparition of Sarah Good " biting, pricking, 
pinching and almost choking me to death." On 
June 26, 1C92, Good most violently pulled ber 
down behind a chest and tied her handi togeth- 
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er witli n wheel band and choked her, and Wil- 
liam Battis aod Thomiu BufflotoD were forced 
to cat the band from her hands, for tbey oould 
not untie iL During the examination of Good 
this girl pretended to be afflicted, and said 
Sarah Good, hy invisible handa, took a censer 
oS the table and carried it ont doora. Here ia 
the deposition of Ana Pntoam : 

The dopasltl«D oC Ann Patnmin, Jr., who tMtifiath uid 
ntlh that on tha SSlh ot Febriuur, inel-es, I mw th* app^ 
ritlon of Sarah Good which did WrtuM m« moat grevfamal j, 
bnt I did not know her name nntll the STth o[ FebtnMj. >-' 
and then ihe told me her namo wae Sarah Oood. And 
(hen ilie did pinch me moet xreTloiul;, and alto finoe, mt- 
eial times nrfringnieTehemenllyto wrlleinherbook. Aod 
alio on the lint oC March, being tlie daj of her examtnfc- - 
tloD, Sarah Good did moat greTloualr tortnra me, and alao 
•ennl timet since. And alao on Iha lint dafot March, 
1692, 1 law the apparition ot Sarah Good go and afflict ih« 
bodiea of ElizalMlh Parrla, Abigail WilUanu and Eliiabeth 
Hubbard. Alio I hare wen the apparition ol Sarah Good 
affiictlng the bodj ot Sarah Vlbber. mark 

Ann K l^toaoi* 

Sarah Vibber, a woman 36 years of age, testi- 
fied that Good tortured Merc; Lewis on April 11, 
and herself od May 2, by pressing liv breath 
almost out, and also afflicted her infant so that 
she and Vibber oould not hold it. Since then 
the apparition of Sarah Good had pinched, beat 
and choked her, and pricked her with pins. 
Subsequently, one night, Good's apparition came 
into her room, pulled down the clothes and 
looked at her four years old child, and it had a 
great fit. 
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Daring tliu trial one of the witnesses who sat 
in tho toom oried oot that Good had stabbed 
bar, aod had broken the knife-blade in so doing. 
The point of the blade was taken from her 
clothes where ahe aaid she was stabbed. There- 
upon a yoang man arose in the court and stated 
that he broke that rerj knife the previous dajr 
and threw awaj the point. He prodnced the 
zemaioing part of the knife. It was then ap- 
parent that the girl had picked np the point 
which he threw away and puii it in the bosom of 
her dnss, whenoe she drew it to oorroborate her 
atatement that some one had stabbed her. She 
had deliberately falsified, and used the knife- 
point to reinforoe the falsehood. If she was 
false in this statement, why not in all 7 Zf one 
girl falsified, how do we know whom to be- 
licTe? 
"^ The most remarkable witness in this case, and 
in respect to age, the most remarkable in thia 
whole history, was Dorcas Good. Dorcas 
was daughter of the aooused Sarah Good, and 
only five years of age. She was called to testi- 
fy against her own mother. Her evidenoe was 
merely that her mother " had three birds, one 
blacky one yellow, and these birds hart the 
children and afflicted persons." It inay be as 
well to dispose of little Doroas and her part in 
the witchcraft tragedy at this point as later. 
She was herself aooused of being a witch, and 
tbiee depoaitiona against her are on the files. 
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" Th* dspoaltlOD of llnej Lairta, Kg«d alxmt ntnatoM 
jtmn, wlu> latnfleth ftnd Mlth that on the Sd of April, 
1602, the Kpporiihtlon of Dorrltbj Good, 8M«h Oood't 
dKughtcT, como to ma and did aUlct nw, nigioK ma to 
wrjwlii herbookuiil MTStal tlma* ifnce Dorothy Good 
bBth Bftlicud mo, blttae, pinohlQKMidahokkingnM, nigins 
tnetowrlieiii Iter booh." 

Mary Waloott depooed that Harcb 21, " uw 
the apparition of Dorcas Good ooiae to her, bit 
ber, pinched her ami afflinted her most griev- 
iously, also almost choking her and urged her to 
write in a book." Ann Putuaro testified to the 
same sort of torment in almost the exact words 
of Waloott. Dorcas was committed to jail with 
her mother. We have no further record of ber. 
Whether she was ever tried is not known ; prob- 
ably not. Certainly she was not executed, _ 

Sarah Good was convinted and sentenced to 
be hanged. She was executed on July 19. Rev, 
Mr. Noyes, who was present, told her as she 
stood on the soafFold, " You are a witch, and you 
know you are a witch." " You are a liar," was 
her indignant reply; "I am no more a witch 
than you are a wizzard, and if you take my life^ 
God will give you blood to drink.'"" "^ 

Sarah Osburn was about sixty years of age in 
1692. Her husband was Alexander Osbutn. 
Thirty years before, she had been married to 
Bobert Prince, and still earlier to Thomas Small, 
both of whom were dead. Osbum came over 

TCUef, rowler*! EA.,3HI. 



from Inland k feir ymis piwriova to 169% 
boood to serrifie fox » tenn of yemn to one of 
the Mttlen Id ^e Village, in considention of a 
Bum of money advanced to pay bis axpenaes to 
this eonntiy. The widow Prince, needing some 
one to manage her farm, bought out hie nnez- 
pired time &r fifteen pounds. He carried on 
the farm for a abort time and then married the 
widow.* Their earlier life together and anbee< 
qoent marriage naturally gare rise to some go»- 
aip of an oncomplimentary nature. This, 
undoubtedly, was one of the indooementsforthe 
accusing girls to " cry out " against her among 
the fiiak The Osbums appear to hare been in 
comfortable oircnnutanoei. Their greatest cross 
was the tUoess which confined the wife to her 
bed mnob of the time. Both were membera of 
the church, and so far as we know, they were 
deroat Christians, sober and indostrions citi- 
Bens. 

Sarah Osbnni was examined before the local 
magistrates on the first, second and third of 
Uarah. No particularly new or interesting facts 
were developed. Her examination was very 
nearly a repetition of the proceedings in the 
ease of Sarah Good. She denied baring famil- 
iarity with any evil spirit, or having made any 
oontraot with the devil, and said she did not 
hurt the children or employ any one to hart 
aStiMB WltabamA, IL, IT. 
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them, " Hr. Hkthorne," sayi Cheever'a report^ 
" deoiied all the ohildreo to atand up and look 
upon her, utd see if they did not know her, 
which they alt did. And eTeiy one of them 
said that diis was one of the women that did 
afflict them, and that they had oonstantly teea 
her in the rery habit she was itow in. Three 
evidences declared that she said this 
morning that she was more like to be 
bewitehed than that she was a witch. Hr. 
Hathorne asked what made her say so. She 
answered that she was frightened otie time id 
her sleep, and either saw or dreamed she saw a 
thing like an Indian, all black, which did pinch 
her in the neck, and pnlled her by the back part 
of her head to the door of the house." The 
woman was sent to jail in Boston, There she 
died. The excitement and mental strun of the 
arrest and examination, the exposare in going to 
and from Ipswich jail, and the hardships of jail 
life in Boston, together with the ill-treatment 
and brutality to which all the accused were sub- 
jected, proved fatal to this feeble old woman. 
The last record in her case is this bill of the 
Boston jailer : " To chains for Sarah Grood^and 
Sarah Osbuni, 14 shillings. To the keeping of 
Sarah Osbum from the 7th March to 10 Hay, 
when she died, being nine weeks and two daySj 
1£. Ss. 5i."* In the fullest sense of the word, 
SXuwc Conit Beootd*. 
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Bmnih OtboTD wu one of the *' Tictinu " of tho 
witehenft deloaion of 1693. 

Tibib*, in the course of her exunination, told 
a lunbUng and somewhat disjointed story, eri- 
dently dne partly to her want of comprehension 
of the English langoage, and the broken English 
in which she was obliged to reply. Asked if she 
erer went on a witoh expedition with Good and 
Oibnni, she replied ; " They ue very strong and 
pitll me, aod moke me go with them." '* Where 
did yon go," isked the magistrate. " Up to 
Mr, Patoam's and make me hurt the child." 
" Who did moke yoa go 7 " "A man that is very 
strong, and these two women, Good and Oshum, 
but I am sorry." " How did you go ? What 
do yon ride upon?" " I ride upon a stick or 
pole, and Good and Osburn behind me ; we ride 
taking hold of one another ; I don't know how 
we go, for I saw no trees or path, but was pres- 
ently (here when we were up." She declared 
that she nerei practiced witchcraft in her own 
eounby. Asked what sights she saw when she 
went abroad, she replied : " I see a man, a do^ 
a ho^ and two oats, a black and red, and the 
strange monster was Osbura's that I mentioned 
before, this was the hairy imp. The man would 
give it to me bat I would not have it." To the 
jail in Boston went Tituba also, Calef says she 
was ''afterwards committed to prison and lay 
titere until sold for her fees." She declared 



N 
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that her muter beat bei and othenriae abased 
her to make ber confess and aconae others of 
vitcboraft ; that vhateTcr she said bjr way of 
aoonsiDg others was because of such treatmeat, 
and that her master refnsed to pay ber feea un- 
less she would Stand to her confession.* Diak* 
says Tituba was sold to pay her prison feca aftar 
lying there thirteen months." She was oerer 
tried before any court. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THB COOSr AKD PIECES OF TRZAI^, 

fi<Y|^^n£N Got. Pbipa arrirvd in Boston on 
^W4^ May 14, 1693, h* fonnd the jnils 
ttSoiSS filled witli persons aoonsed of witch- 
oraft. No oonrta existed ; they had fallen with the 
** prorisional gorernmeDt " which succeeded the 
Andros administntion. The charter that Phips 
brongbt over empowered the General Court to 
ciect and constitute judicatories and courts of 
record or other courts, of which the Goremor 
was to appcuDt the judges.> No meeting of the 
General Court conld be held until after an eleo- 
tioo of members, which must be two or three 
weeks later. Immediate trial of the accused 
was demanded as their right, snd also to reliere 
the orercrowded condition of the jails. It had 
long been the custom in England, in cases of 
emergency, for the king to appoint Commissioo- 
«n of Oyer and Terminer to hear and deeide 
' In the absence of courts and as the 
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penooal repnMntatiTfl of the "Kmg, no donbt^ 
Got. Phlps issned a commisBioa for % oonrt of 
0;ex ud Termiaer.* He appointed the oom- 
miasioiiers on M&y 27. William Stooghtoo, the 
deputy governor, vft> nuned first and ftlw^i 
presided u chief jostioe. His preTions poUtioil 




affiliations had made him somewhat nnpopnlar 
with the people. As a candidate for a judicial 
position under the preceding adm in Ut ratio ii, he 

■ "Hit it, 1891. Upon eonildentlon tbat thora ><« naaj 
crlmtDkl offcadcn now In eoitodr toma vberauf ban Ifto lone 
and many Inconvealcncn BtlCDiUng tbt tLronclaf; oF ttia goala 
at tbip bot pru-nn of itaa jr.ii. iiicra bciiiK no JadaoaCorlea or 
oooni oljunflm yd nCabllth^d." Preamble to onler of 
ConDolleaubliablDcUieooiiit. £x. Bsod, IL, tit. 
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rceeiTed not a single Tote.* Stoughton was edn 
rated for the miniatij and not the law, but all 
accounts agree that he was a very able man. He 
was not without judicial experience, for he sat 
with Dudley and others at the trial of Mary 
Olorer in 1688 Stoughton was a great friend 
of the Mathera. To this frieodship and to his 
acknowledged ability be undoubtedly owed his 
appointment in 1692. His associates on the 
oommistion were Nathaniel Saltonstall of Harer- 
bill, Major Bartholomew Gedney, John Hath- 
ome and Jonathan Corwin of Salem, Major 
John Richards, Wait Wintbrop, Peter Sargent 
and Capt. Samnel Sewall, of Boston. Salton- 
stall withdrew soon after his appointment, 
probably immediately after the first sitting of 
the court, at which Bridget Bishop was tried, 
because ha was " rery much dissatisfied with the 
proceedings of it."* 

The men who constituted this oommission, or 
court, were among the ablest in tbe colony, 
Ifone stood higher in the social ecale ; none in 
^e colony were better qualified for tbe work of 
tbe bench. On the great question of the boor, 
they entertained substantially the same views as 
the juriats of England, and in their subeeqnent 
acta were governed by the rules lud down by 
the English ooorts in numerous oases, although 
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possibly they did not always protect the rights 
of aocused persons as carefully as the English 
judges did. Thomas Newton, a trained lawyer, 
was appointed special king's attorney for the 
trial of the witchcraft cases, and prepared the 
earlier ones for the court, after which he r^ - 
signed and the attorney general, Anthony 
Checkley, took charge of the prosecution, 
Ctieckley had been attorney general since 1689, 
having been first ahoseu by "the gorernor, 
council and assembly," in that year and recom- 
missioued by I'hiiis on July 27, 1602. The 
fact that none of these judges were educated for 
the bar has been emphasized by some writers on 
the witchcraft troubles of 1692. That is true, 
but these men probably knew as much about the 
law of witchcraft as any lawyers in America at 
that time; perhaps more than most of them. 
The cases were tried in accordance with distin* 
guished English precedents, and it is very much 
to be doubted whether the result would hare been 
any different had lawyers occupied the bench. 
The office of sheriff was substituted for that of 
marshal, and George Corwin, a relative orJonar 
than Corwin, appointed to the new office. Kar- 
shal Herrick was appointed a deputy sheriff. Per- 
sons accused of witchcraft were committed to the 
jails in Salem, Boston, Ipswich and Cambridge. 
Most of those first committed by the magis- 
trates to await the action of the higher court 
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were eent to Bostoa, as up to this time all capi- 
tal trial) bad taken place tbfre. After the trials - 
wen begun in Salem, prisonera were committed 
to the jail in that town,* 

The preliminiiry trials or examinations of the 
aoeosed were held in Nathaniel Ingersoll's tar* 
em and in the meeting house in Salem Village, 
now Danren ; in the meeting-bouse in the town 
of Salem on the site of the present First Church, 
or in Thomas Beadle's bouse, or tavern, on 
Essex street. Nearly all the accused were 
finally tried in the court bouse thai stood in 
what was then Town-house lane, now Washiug- 
ton street, about opposite the end of Lynde 
street, Salem. Some, perhaps, were tried in the 
Salem meeting bouse. 

There is a tradition that trials or examinatious 
of some kind were held in the Roger Williams 
bouse on the oomer of Essex and North streets. , 
No direct eridenoe of this exists. The court of 
Oyer and Terminer never sat there. The house 
was occupied at the time by Jonathan Corwin, 
and Qo doubt complaints were there made to him 
agunst suspected persons, and warrants for 
their arrest issued. Possibly grand jury delil^ 
erations were held la the house while trials 
were being held in the court bouse. In all 

• n*Ssl«B)allWUtOMtMl MFritMLSM, MW BbPMU 

'MnM,oalMoonMro<UMpnMatr«dMalitrMt, asdMNMaf 
taattotanof tt*«ldti>Udlng M««niBla*d UtlMtram* of 
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IwobabUify it (had Mme connectiOD with tb« 
vitalieT&ft pioaecations. The tradition hat beao 
handed dovn with too mnoh directnesa to admit 
of aeriona doabt. 

When wen the witobonft victims hanged P 
No one knowa as mattpr of abaolote wrtainty, ' 
The tradition haa always been that Oallows bill, 
between Salem and Peabody, waa Ibe scene of 
the ezecatioDB. Vo other place baa ever been 
■erionalj BOggeated. The records do not throw 
light npoa thia question, but the tradition is 
hardly open to doubt. The earliest writings in 
which I find mention of tliis hill as the place of 
execution bear date about one hundred years 
after the event. Two lives might well have 
spanned that period — certainty three did in in- 
numerable instances ; so that the stoiy could 
hardly have been misunderstood or misstated in 
those transmissions. A Iftter written in Salem, 
Hov. 26, 1791, by Bev. Dr. Holyoke, furnishes 
the following information : '* In the last month 
then died a man in thia town, by the name of 
John SymoDds, aged a hundnd years lacking 
about six monUis, having been bom in the fsr- 
Buoaa *02. He has told me that his nurse bad 
often told him, that while she was attending his 
mother at the time she lay in with him, she saw 
from tho chamber windows, those nnhappy peo- 
ple hanging on Gallows hill, who were executed 
for witobea by the delusion of the times." A 
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familj of the name of Sjnnonda lived, many 
yean ago, on Bridge street, Salem, near the 
bridge leading to Beverly. From that apot Gal- 
lows hill was plainly visible. Symoads fami- 
lies also lived in North Salem then, and (he hill 
could be easily seen from there, A writer ia 
the Salem Begister about 1880, stated that an 
elderly oilizen had told bim that be hail traced 
the ancient patb to the summit of the hill. It 
did not lead from Bosttm street, as now, but 
from the old pasture entrance at the head of 
Broad street. This same elderly citizen remem- 
bered the oak tree that stood on the hill and bad . 
been nsed as a gallows, and pointed out the place 
where it stood in his younger days.* 

The new court of Oyer and Terminer sat for 
the first time in Salem in June, for the purpose 
of trying Bridget Bishop. There are no com- 
plete records of this court now extanL Our in- 
formation of its proceedings is obtained mainly 
from the loose papers on file in the court house 

■ Attn kiog uul oirefnl InTMUfMlon I am oonvtiHwd tlut 
Um condsDiiiMl pcnona war* bangwl Baar U>« btul of wOkt li ■ 
DOW Nleboli itnat, an tli* hill, m llltM to th« •niirli rxt, p«r- 
lupii ud tlia bodiM mra bnrIM attr tbt hrti ot Kkoioa 
■treat. Catab BuSob. wbu llvad M cba foot ot Ui* Mil ud 
m*da cofflaH, U i>ld bj bla datoandanla to hira Malatad In 
tmirjlag iba bndiM to tba North rirrr, whanoa tbaj w«i* 
tkhcn imflii boauby ralatlTeaarfrlaDda- 
Thara -wti k taTtm OD tba (put now oocaplcd bj tba Nlabola 
bonH kt tba bead of Prnotflr'a onurt, and tbera, on aiaontlaB 
day. tradition In tba Buffum family aaya, tbo crowd wonld 
gattMT to diink and makaman^iiiiaDrgatlliig drunk. 
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ia Salem and the state house in Boston. Qnite ' 
a number ot raluable and interesting papers 
bsTe, from time to time, been deposited with the 
Essex Institute in Salem and the hiatorioal so- 
cieties ot Boston. The dates of the sessions of 
the court are found in the Histnrj of Uassaohu- 
Bfltts written by Gov, Hutchinson. Hiitohinson 
ia supposed to have had aooess to the court 
record, but the dates which he mentions are an- 
questionably misleading. For instance, when 
he says that six persons, whom he names, were 
tried and convicted on August 5,' we know that 
this was not possible. It would take more than 
a day to hear the testimony we now have in the 
cases. How much more there was then it is not 
possible to say ; doubtless considerable.* Some 
time must have been consumed in empanelling 
juries and returning and recording verdicts. 
Still more, we know that much time was wasted 
by reason of the " fits " and " afflictions " of the 
witnesses and the accusers. During the tnuX of 
one of these very cases that Hutchinson alleges 
was tried on August &, the report says : " Ircost 
the court a wonderful deal of trouble to hear 
the testimonies of the sufferers, for when they 

7 HIM. Htu., II.. is^u. • 

aoart StBph«ne««»l] wTotaln tba esM of Rebaooa KatM : 
"Id thir Tryill *rs Tirtntj' fmpsn, bnidsa Ihli JudsnlCdt A 
tbara ware In tbl* Irjall » well m nlbar TiTmlli of j* ume Dk- 
tun MmnH arldaaoea tIts voo* wbl<b mm DM wrlttaa urf 
•oliBk ^Ti no coplM of Ibem.'* 
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■wen going to give in tbeir depositions they 
voald for ft long while be taken with fits, eto." 
^nioinaa Kewton, the attorney geaeral, wrote to 
the clerk ; " I feu we shall not this week try 
all we have sent for, by reason the trials will he 
tedioos, and the afflicted petsons cannot readily 
pre their testimony, being struck dumb and 
•enaeleas for a season." The probability is that 
the dates mentioned by Hatchinson and others 
as days of trial, were the days on which sentence 
was pTODonnoed. August 6 was Friday ; Sep- 
tember 9 was Friday, and September 17 was 
Satnrday. These would very naturally be sentence 
days, bat cerbunly not days on which the- court 
would coma in to begin the trial of a half dosen - 
important cases. Furthermore, the papers on 
file show that Burroughs, who, Hutchinson says 
was tried on August 6, was on trial on the 2d 
and 3rd of that month.* His trial probably was 
begun on the 2d and waa finished on or before 
the 6th. Host testimony before the grand in- 
quest was written down when given, and at the 
jury trials read to the court and sworn to by 
the witness. Hometimes it waa called testimony 
and at others, deposition. 
The trial of Bridget Biabop was held the first 

SWhMlip«ah of -trUto," 
Bon tlM ftasd ]ii7, for BOM ••£ tiM Uh 
UMIm«>r Umt*. Baton tb* jnif of M*i*, i 
«M rM4, U« aOlttad aftn erakUd m 
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week in Jone. Host of the depositiotif uid - 
testimony agunet her are dated June 2. Thia 
vaa probaUy the date on which they were 
taken before the grand jnty not that of the day 
they were giren before the jury of triali. She 
was convicted, and hanged on June 10, Friday. 
The court then adjourned to the 28th of Jane. 
The newly eleot^ General Court oonrened in 
BoBton in tbe mean time, June 8. The judges, 
before they resumed bosiness, in aooordanoe 
with a time-honored ouatom, united with the 
Goremor and counoil in requesting the opinion 
of the ministers of the churches in and around 
Boston on the momentous question then pend- 
ing. The answer, written by Cotton Mother, 
was a calm, judicious paper. After acknowledg- 
ing the socoess which God had given to " the 
sedolona and assiduous endeavors of the rulers 
to defeat the abominable witchcrafts," they 
prayed that " the discovery of those mysterious 
and mischievious wickednesses might be per- 
fected." They continue : 

" W« jndjcB thkt, In Uia pnaMntion of tli«M and All 
Mcb wltchenft* then U need ol • vwy critical and ax- 
qnldto eaatlon, lett by too mnoh cndnllty lot thlnci 
taoilTed only npoa ths dsTil'a knllunl^, tbMB Iw • doof 
ap«aed for « Uag tndti of ndsanlile oonteqiwaae*, Mid 
8>t>B sat an >druita£a orar na ; for wa iliiHild not be 
IfBocsnl ot hi* datrloM. 

A* 1b oomplalnt* npoo witcboiaf ( Ihaia nu^ ba mattai* 
of InqultT whioh do not amount nnto matten ot pnanm^ 
ttoB, sad Umco may b« iinlioii of prMimiptioa vhlelt yet 
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taaj not ba mattan of oonrlaUcm, ao It U n bob wry Uikt kll 
pra««edliiK* thsreabont ba manaKad with mi eioeedinx teib 
derneta toward thoaa that may be complained of. eapeoiallf 
If thej have been penon* fonaetly of an nnblemlihad rap- 
ntatloD. 

Whrn the fint Inquiry b made Into rhe elronmatancaa of 
nch as may lie nnder the Jtut aiupiclon of wlicboiafla. w* 
codld wish that there may be admitted aa llltla aa ponlblo 
ol Bnch noiie, company and opanneie a« may too haatlly 
expoae tliem Ihat are eiimlned, and tliat there may ba 
nothing uMd aa atett for the trial of IheaoBpccted, tha 
lawfolneta whereof may be doubted by the people of God, 
bnt that the directlona glTen by Bnch JadldooB wrltMi h 
Perkins and Barnard, may bo obserred. 

Preaumptiona whervnpon penoiu may be eommltied, and 
mnch more, mmTlctlona whereupon paraona maybeoon- 
demned as piilty of wltchcrsfu, onght certainly to be 
mora conalderable than barely the accosed penon* b«ln( 
represented by a speclre onto the afflicted, Inaimuch aa It 
i» an nndoabted and notorious thing, that a demon may bj 
Ood's permission appear, even to ill pnrpoees, in the ahap* 
ol an innocent, yea, and a Tlrtuoua man. yor can we e» 
teem alteratlona made In the suCferen, by a look or tonch 
ol the accused, to be an Infallible evidence o( guilt, bnt 
frequently liable to be aboaed by the devll'a legerdemain. 

We know not whether some remarkabte affronts given tfao 
devila, by our dUbollevlng the«e leatlnonles whose whole 
force and Btrength Is from them alone, may not put a period 
nnto the progress of the dreadful calamity begun upon na. 
In the aocusation ol so many peraonsi whereof some, w*' 
hope, are yet cleat Icon Uie great transgression laid to 
their charge. 

Nevertheless, we cannot but humbly reoammen4 nnto 
the government, the speedy and rlgorons proaeoiitiona of 
such as have rendered themselves obnoxious, aooordlog to 
the direotloQS given in the laws of God and the wholesome 
statutes of the English nation tor the detection of witch* 
ctsfls." 

Many writers, in oommeutlng on this letter of 
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tdTioe, 1«7 [wrtionlar stress on the lut oUase, 
often {gooriDg th« others. VLastj haTo quoted 
that alone as indicating the Tiewi of the minis- 
ters. Gould anything be more anjnst? The 
whole history of the iritchoraft era, and espeo- 
ially the part the ministers took in it, baa been 
warped by nocb perversion of this letter. Read 
without prejudice, is it not more like tiie oht^ge 
of a judge to a jary than a savage demand for 
the shedding of innocent blood, as many histo- 
rians would have ns believe ? Five of the six 
paragraphs in tbe letter devoted to advice are 
cautionary, while only one urges that those who 
have violated the laws of God and man, as QO- 
derstood by every one then, be vigorously prose- 
cuted. Unfortunately, the judges did not heed 
the cautions. They were more blinded than the 
ministera. As Barrett Wendell says, it was " an 
honest warning of a danger in spite of which the 
oourt had no moral right to hesitate In the per* 
formacoe of its official duty."* 
. The court reconvened the last of June, and 
tried Sarah Good, Sarah Wildea, Elizabeth Howe 
tad Susanna Hartiti, and finished the trial of 
Bebeoca Nurse, begun on June 2d and continued 
oa the 3rd. All were convicted, and sentenced 
to be hanged on Tuesday, July 19. Tbe third 
ritting was about August 2, Tuesday, when Bev. 
George Burroughs, John Procter, EUsabeth 
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Procter, George Jacobs, sen., John Willard and 
Martha Carrier were tried and conricted. With 
the exception of Elizabeth Procter, they were 
executed oa Friday, August 19. Another ses- 
sion was held early in September, beginning on 
Tuesday, the 6th, and terminating on Saturday, 
the ITth. Martha Corey, Mary Easty, Alice 
Parker, Ann Pudeator, Dorcas Hoar and Mary 
Bradbury were tried, found guilty and sentenced 
the first week. All save the two laat named 
were hanged on the 22d. 

During the following week nine more tuv 
cused persons were convicted and sentenced, 
namely ; Margaret Scott, VVilmot Keed, Samuel 
Wardwel], Wary I'arker, Abigail Faulkner, 
Bebecca Eames, Mary Larey, Ann Foster and 
Abigail Htibbs. Siott, Reed, Wardwell and 
Parker were executfd on Thursday, the 22d. 
These, with tbe four convicted the preceding 
week, were tbe last persons hanged for witch- 
craft in 1C03 or, fcr tli.it matter, ever in Massa- 
chusetts, It was on this occasion thnt Rev. Mr. 
Koyes, minister of the Firet Church in Salem, 
turned toward the bodies of tbe victims and 
said : " What a sad thing it is to see eight fir^ 
brands of hell banging there." Hutchinson 
says, " Those who were condemned and were 
not executed, I suppose all confessed tbeir guilt. 
I have seen the confessions of several of tbem.'"' 

lOCftJat. Fowler'* Ed., MS. 11 Uiit. Hu*., U., M. 
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After tbeM conriotions, the coDit adjonmed' 
the witohoraft triaU nntil Not, 3. Bat it never 
nt again to tiy witchcraft oases. It did sit in 
Bocton on Oct. JO, to " trie a French malatto for 
■booting dead an English yonth." » On the 28th 
of the preceding June the Oentral Court passed 
an act establishing oonrts of general sessioDa of 
the peace on and after the last Tuesday in July, 
vhioh was the 26th ; also establishing inferior 
oonrts of common pleas to bold sessions at the 
■ame time and ia places where they wer« 
formerly held. This act was disallowed by the 
home goremment on Aug. 22, 1695. These 
courts were estaUisbed only until others should 
be provided. At the session of the General 
Court in the faU an act was passed, on Nor. 25, 
creating various courts, among them coarts of 
quarter sessions and common pleas and a supe- 
rior court of judicature. On the 16tb of De- 
cember, a further act was passed which provided 
tha^ "considering the many persons in Essex 
county charged as capital offenders, and that the 
time bad passed for the sitting of the court," a 
special court of assize and jail delivery was or> 
dered in the county." The first term of this 
oourt was to be held in Balem in January. These 
acts establishing regular courts certainly termio-. 
ated the special court of Oyer and Terminer, 
Tribunals created in emergencies always ceased 
aBtrntu r ^m, L,mt. upi«>ri«o»t«w«,L,Ha 



THE OOUBT AIID HMOn Of ruxAh. 8T 

to exist Then the emergenoy vm pasMd.** It- 
VM now passed, becaose regular oootts had beau 
estsUished competent to do the irork prerionsly 
done by the CommissioiUTS of Oyer and Ter- 
miner, StooghtoQ was made chief jostioe of • 
the new eonrt, with Bicharda, Winthrop, Bewail 
and Danf orth, associates. At its session held in 
Salem in January, the grand jury found about 
fif^ indictments for witchcraft, and twenty-one 
persons were tried. Three of them were coo* 
rioted and sentenced to be hanged, tiz., Uaij 
Post of Bowley, Elizabeth Johnson, junior, and 
Sarah Wardwell, widow of Samuel WardweU, 
of Audover. They were never executed. Four 
were tried in Charlestown, one in Boston, and 
five in Ipswich in Hay (the last trials), bnt no 
more ooDvictions could be secured. Finally, in 
Hay, OoT. Phips issned a proclamation releasing 
all persons held in custody on charge of witch- 
craft — about one hundred and fifty in number." 
No other prosecutions for witchcraft were ever 
made in Essex county. 

Only one case of witclioraft ever after oo* 
curred in MasAachusetts. That was in 1693. 
Cotton Mather says : " It was upon th; Lord's 
day, the lOtb of September, in the year 1693> 
that Margaret Bule, after some hours of previous 
disturbance in the public assembly, fell into odd 
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fiU, wbicb earned her frienda to oarr; lier home, 
where her Hi* grew in a few honn into a figure 
that aatiafipd the apeotatora of their being pre- 
ternatural." He eaya further that the young 
woiaau was assaulted hy eight cruel spectres. 
".These spectres brou^^t nato her a book and 
demaoded of ber that she would set her hand to 
it or touch it at least with ber hand, as a sign of 
ber beeoming a eetrant of the deril. Upon her 
nfusal to do what they asked they did not re> 
new the proffers of the book unto her, but fell 
to tormenting her 'in a manner too bellisb 
to be Bufflcieutty described'." The " afflictions " 
of Uargaret Bule continued six weeks. "At 
last," eays Hather, " being as it were tired with 
their ineffectoal attempts to mortify her they 
furiously said, 'Well, you shan't be the last.' 
And after • pause they added, ' Go, and the 
deril go with you, we can do no more/ where- 
npon Uiey flew out of the room, and she, return- 
ing perfectly to herself, most affectionately gare 
thanks to Ood for her deliverance." Calef says 
that in answer to a question one of Margaret's 
frieuda said : " She does not eat at all, but . 
drinks mm." Fowler says she " bad a bad 
ease of delirium tremens. *"* 
I>wight, in hia " Trarela," tells of a case al> 
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leged to ban happeued in Xortbampton after 
1692, where one man accoaed Another of witeh- 
ciaft, and the case came before Magistrate Par- 
tridge. The magistrate said this case came 
undi r the head of offrDcea where the accoaer 
"rect-ived half of what was adjudged. A per- 
son actUFed of witchcraft was hy law pnniahed 
with twenty stripes. He should therefore order 
ten of those to the accuser." The trouble with 
this story is ihat the puniihmrnt for witchcraft 
was not " twenty stripes," It is far more likely 
that the magistrate orcltrprl the stripes because 
he believed the accuser had made a false accusa- 
tion. 

A Benom woman and her daughter, aged tbit^ 
teen, of Hartford, Gnnn., were tried on charge 
of witchcraft in 1697 and acquitted. Tea oa.'ea 
of the crime or disorder occurred in Connecticut 
in nil. 

It is quite possible tliat'other oases occurred 
in different parts of the country, but the early 
records are too imperfect to be implicitly relied 
_^opon, _ 

Nineteen persons had be en hanged in Salem 
dari ng the'Tour months ; tjii' -p '.'nrry bnA- been 
]'"nF°'1 *^ irnfh fi?r rrfvi-'f g t" p'"'' ; and 
^arnh Osliurn and Ann Foster haddie<l in prison 
from ill -treatment and exposure. Add to these 
the number of those who had been released 
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benoM thej eoDfessed, those who bad esoaped, 
or bean bailed, or otherwiee gone free, and the 
toUl numbrr noeosed and ureiited moat have 
been more than two hundred and fiitj. 

What led the CrOTomor to iuae tbiB*procl«mft> 
iionr What oauaed him "to put aa and to the'* 
witchcraft proaeeationa f " It haa been often 
aaaertetl in anlwtanoe, that " the ejta of 
the GoTemor '' and "the 0708 of the people " 
were opened to the error of their way when 
lira. Hale, wife of the mtniater at Berer- 
I7, was aoeuaed. One writer ea^ thia waa 
what finally broke the Bpell." Let na aee. Mrs. 
Halv'a nama was mentioned, or " whispered 
about," in October, 1692. Tet when, a few 
weeks later, the court waa reoonatruoted,— for 
that waa all it amoanted to, — it was oompoaed 
of men, all bnt one of whom had been members 
of the ooort of Oyer and Terminer. All aare 
Dauforth were known to be in full sympathy 
witb witchcraft proaeontiona. That there might 
be DO qnaation abont the right of thia tribunal 
to bang witches, the general court in October, 
z»«0Jk0ted the colonial atatute against witchcraft, 
■ad in December re-enforoed it with the Eugliah 
■tatote.* The new court resumed the business 
in Salem, as already stated, in the moat vigorona 
Bianner, with a seal not exceeded by the tribo* 
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nal which pnosded it. Erery •fEoit wh owde 
by the «iUioriti«a for three mouths longer to 
■eoure conviotionB. Don this look M if the 
spell had been broken in Ootoberf Does this 
look na if the prosecutions had been brou|{ht 
to a close boosose Mrs. Hale had been "named," 
and other persons of high connections "sue- 
pected? " The oflSoials, who would, nnder tbose 
circumstances, have been the first to abftte la 
zeal, never relaxed their efforts until the juries, 
composed of the common people, had refused 
repentedly to connct. The juries that tried the 
accused in 1692 were oomposedof freemen only, 
while those of 1693 were chosen from among all 
tiiose inhabitants who possessed the requisite 
amount of property to qualify them as electors 
nnder the new charter.** Freemen were neoes- . 
sarily church members and not as likely to act 
independently as the jurors selected from sub- 
stantially the whole body of the people. It is 
evident that during the period between Septem- 
ber 17, when the court of Oyer and Terminer 
sat for the last time, and the opening of the 
session of the Superior Court the following Jan- 
uary, the people generally began to emerge from 
the long oight-mare, the panic, into which they 
had been thrown. The inhabitants of AndoTer 
were among the first to protest, uniting in a re- 
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I to the OeDf r»I Coart against tlis 
vitehenft prooeediagB, and eren hringing suit* 
■giinit Bome of their Moosen. Spectral eri> 
dence lost its foroSf and finally was entirely 
njeeted, learing nothing to snbstantiate the 
ehargee. All other ooDrictions hid biten secured 
largfly on this speoies of evidence.* One thing 
is impressed on oar niudi as we study tbe 
history of these trials : and that is, that auoh 
proceedings wonld not be allowed in any oonrt 
in this country in our day. Granting that all 
that is said in criticism of the " red tape " re- 
qniremeota of our modern courts is true, yet, as 
Hon. W. D. Northend has SAii : " under the 
rnlm of law as now fully established none of 
the evidence upon which convictions were found 
'would be admitted. Spectral and kindred evi- 
dence could not be allowed, and without it not 
one of the aooused oonid have been convicted." 
There is evidence thnt Oov. Phips "was never 
in full sympathy with the modes of procedure in 
the witchcraft prosecutions. Being unlearned 
in law and theology, he seems to have followed 

■WbsiU* chief Jndt* K>v« th« flnt JditUiHt eb*Tf«, b« 
«iM tbaa lh>t a»r v*" B^ to Blod vhcUiar tba bodIM nf (h« 
wtU aBUeUd w«ra nallj pined ind oonnmrd at wai niprevad 
lBlb*lMdSoiB«atibatwb«th«rtbautd aiaioMddtdnotnllar 
tintm th« mcmMI aMh aiBloUon aa Baunllj uadad to ttadr 
bdBit plnad aad aaa aa wad, wiatcd, A& Tlila, nld b*. la a pl>- 
taC aad ODDMUilH: !■ Ux aeBM of Uta law." Bnttla^ LMMC, 
Mm*. KM. Coil, lat anla^ T.. TT. 

SICmk baS,BM.OolL,XX.,S)iu 
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the adrice of the judges ud the more bigoted 
of the ministers. In hia letter to the hone 
gOTeminent, under date of October 14, 1692, the 
Governor says he iras prevailed upon bj the 
clamors of the fripnda of the afflicted and the 
advice of the deputy governor (Sloughtun) to 
giveacomroiasion of Ojer and Terminer; that 
he was absent in the easU'm part of the country 
almost the whole tim«>, and depended ii])on the 
judgment of the court aa toametliodof pro- 
ceeding in cases of witchcraft." Me returned 
^m the east about Octolier 12 It seems al- 
ways to have been a question whether the goT^ 
.ernor "decided to abolish the court" forthe 
purpose of putting an end to the witchcraft 
prosecutions It is evident that he was dissat- ' 
tsfied with its mt thod of procedure. He may 
have thought thewoik could be done by the 
regular courts. But if be dissolved it to put 
an end to those prosecutions, would he have re- 
appointed the san^e men to the new court and 
allowed them to contiuue the trials with uasr- 
bated seal? If Phips really abolisbi-d this 
court, if it did not fall solely because of the 
constituting of a new tribunal with jurisdiction 
over the same class of cases with which it had 
dealt, then is it not more probable that he dis- 
solved it because the people were complaining 
bitterly of the arbitrary manner in which it had 

HFblpateKotUncliun, Bnex lut. HUt. CoU, IX., pt.l,tl. 
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been oonrtitnted, ftnd the trUtru/ manner in 
vbioh it had pTooeed«d with its work 7 Thia 
Tiew ii atrengtheued by Fhipa' letter to the 
Lome goremment, in which he Bays that when 
he came home from the war in the eaat he found 
many peraona in a atnnge ferment of disaatia- 
faction.** The Oovernor bimaelf says he issued 
hia freedom proclamation becanse he had been 
informed by the King's attorney general that 
" aome of ye oleared and ye eondemned were 
under ye same oironmstaooes or that there waa 
ye aante reason to clear ye three condemned as 
ye rest acoording to bis judgement."*' He fur- 
ther states that the judges, when he appointed 
them to the new court, promised to proceed 

, after another method, by which he meant that 
oonrictions were not to be secured on spectral 
eTidence." Re does not at any time question 
the validity of the Commission of Oyer and Ter- 
miner nor of the Superior Court, nor the reality 
of witchcrafL All complaints are directed 
against modes of precednre. That the acousa- 
tktna made agfuast so many people of high 
oharaeter and irreproachable life led to grave 
doubts whether the devil did not take the shapes 
of persons without thrir knowledge or cooeeu^ 
to afflict bis Tiotims, there can be no question. 
But there is no eTidence that at this time any 

' one doubted that there was such a thing aa 
titba. MFWpltoXatUB|taB,nb.n,MH. VIM. 
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witcherart. Erea Calef, the great oritio of 
Mather and the judges, wrote ae late aa lfoTem> 
ber, 1693: "Tbiit there are witehes ianotthe- 
doubt. The soripturea else were rain which u- 
si^s their punishment to be by death, but what 
this witchcraft is and wherein it does eonsiat, 
seems to be the whole diffioultj," ■■ 

On Oct 11, 1692, Henij Selpios and ?eter 
Fietnia, miuUtera of New York, Godfrey Delias, 
minister of the Dutch church at New Albany, 
Bndolph Varicb, minister at Flatbosh, answered 
certain questions propounded to them by Gor. 
Dudley of New York on behalf of the Massa- 
chusetts authorities, " for guidance in fiitnze 
trials there." They said, that there was sooh a 
thing as witchcraft ; that " the formal essenoe 
of witchcraft oonsista in an alliance with the 
Deril " ; that " the spectre or apparition of one 
who immediately works violence and injnry up- 
on the afflicted is by no means sufficient to con- 
vict a witch or wizsard, although preceded bj 
enmity or threats. The reason is because Uie 
Devil oao assume the shape of a good man. An 
honest and charitable life and conduct, probably 
removes the suapioion of criminal iutent from 
those who are accused of witchcraft by the tes- 
timouy of t£e afflicted. Still, this is not an 
indubitable evidence of false acouaation be- 
cause a cunning man might conceal his devilish 

36Fowlar-iMl,<l. 



pnetiflM under the sembluice of a good life in 
order to escape snspioion, and ri^teo^ coadem- 
' natioQ. It IB poBsiblfl for tbose who are really 
'tortured, oonrnlsed and afflicted by the Deril 
' with many miseries, dnriog sereral months, to 
■suffer no wasting of body and no weakening of 
' their spirits. The reason is that nutrition is 
perfect, the stomach suffers no injury." 

This information may have been asked for by 
the Lieutenant Goremor, or by the GoVemor 
' himself during one of his brief visits to Boston 
' that summer. Whether the letter influenced the 
* Qovenior in his subsequent action, it is nut pos- 
sible to say with certainty. Quite likely it did 
' to some extent On the whole, notwithstanding 
' the letters of Got. Fhips to the borne gorem- 
' men^ it is not entirely clear just what motives 
' prompted his acts during the f.'vll and winter of 
1692A In some respects they were inconsistent 
' with one another, and far from being in aoeord 
vidi hit written statements. 
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MARTOA AKD OII,Ba COSZY. 



X^^WELVE &a.j9 after Good, Osbum aod T> 
g|iV^ tuba were sent to jail, warrants were is- 
^^qS sued for Martha Corey, wife of Qiles Co- 

* rey. She was immediately taken into custody, 
Uid on Uarch 21 examined before Hathome and 
Corwin. Martha Corey was, upon all the eridenoA 
that has come down to us, a woman of more than 

• average judgment and discretion. From the 
beginning, she resolutely and persistently de- 
nounced the whole witchcraft business. While 
her husband was, at first, completely carried away 
with the storm which swept over the rural oom- 
uunity, she had no faith in it. She soughtjlo 
persuade him not to attend the hearings, nor to 
countenance the prosecutions in any manner. It 
was charged against her that she took the saddle 
off his horse on one occasion when be was prepar- . 
ing to go to the examinations. Giles Corey was 
eighty years of age, and although Martha was 
his third wife and no doubt somewhat bis 
junior, she was probably more than sixty years 
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of age at this timo. She joined the Village 
ohmoh in 16S0,* he the Salem ohnreh in 1691. It 
haa alwajB aeemed a little aingular that a - 
woman of her ohancter ahoald be among tha 
fint to be aocnsed. Whether her early and ear- 
neat protest led to the nse of her name among 
the auapected, has alwaya been a qaestion. tt 
may bare aroased a suspioioa that she vaa in 
league with the eril one. 

When the name of Martha Corey was fint 
whispered aroond by- the girls of the aooosing 
eirole, Edward Potnam and Ezekiel Cheever 
paid a Tisit to her. They sought to secure from 
this old woman some sort of coafsBsion. It was 
on March 12. On the way, they called at Ann 
Putnam's, to see what assistance she oould ren- 
der. Asked about the clothes Corey wore when 
she appeared on her spectral Tisits, Ann re- 
plied that she had just made one of those oalla, 
but had so blinded her that she oould not see 
what clothea she wore. These " deteotiTea " 
then rode on to Corey's. On their arriral, Mar- 
tha said to them: " I know what you hare come 
for. Yon are oome to talk with m« about being , 
a witch, but I am none. I cannot help people's 
talking about me." She ioquired whether the 
afflicted had attempted to describe her olothea. 
That she ahoald so aoonrately dirine the object 



of their mU ms bjr them, kod the ooort nbie- 
qnentlj, deemed oonelunve eTideaoa of her b^ 
iag a witch. XTndonbtedlj she hsd beard that 
her name was being " taken " by the afSieted. 
80) too, she may hare known that the ehildreo 
oomnKmljr told what sort of elothee the apeetral 
Tisitors wore when making their Tiaits. The 
flODvenatioa wu protnotecl, Fntnam and 
Cheerer from their own aoooont, eodearoring hy 
erery means in their power to get some state- 
ment from Uaitha Oorey wbieh eoald be need 
against her. Begarding what they said to her 
they testified : " She made but little answer to 
this but seemed to smile at it as if she had 
showed us a pretty trick. She told as that she 
did not think that there were any witches. Wee 
told her wee were folly satisfied about the first 
three that they were such persons they were ao- 
oosed for, ahee said if they were wee eonld not' 
Uame the derill tor making witches of them, for 
tJiey were idle sloathfoll persons and minded 
nothing that was good." On the way home, 
Fntnam and Cheever made another call on Ana. 
She told them that Goodwife Corey had not 
appeared to her daring their absence.' Did she 
shrewdly rolonteer this statement, that they 
might not agiuo ask her about the clothes Corey 
wore at any particular times' It is, however, 
pretty dangerous to attempt to read the minda 



100 imcHcmUT a salkk TtLLAea, 

of thoM who lived ceatariea before ns by the 
knowledge we luTe of theit aota^ and that 
knowledge bat ptrtiiil and imperfeot. And jet, 
the tenor of Ann Pntnam's acts all through 
these trials wtg such aa to juatifjr very strong 
anspidons aa to her honestj. The examination 
~ of Uartha Corey was a aample of oross-ezamiD- 
atioD and brow-beating on thn part of the ma^a- 
trates, whioh finds parallel only in the conduct 
of aome nngentlemanly shyster lawyer of a type 
happily now rery rare. It was quite extended, 
bot confined mainly to ao effort to make the 
prisoner confess. She persisted in denying. 
Here are some aamplea ; 

Hi. HbUmvii*. Yob am now In tfas huidi of uithoTlV. 
Tall me, now, wb; jon hart Umm peraon*.— I do noL 

HatbociM. Who doth 7— Pnj iflTo mo Imto to go to 
pimjei. Thli raqant wu made anndiy time*. 

Belbonke. V« donotiend tor f on (« go to pnjrei, but 
&!! me why jtia hoit theao.— I am an Innocent penon. I 
never had to do wiih wltoheiatt tlnoe I wm ten. I am a 

Hathome. Bow oonld jon tell, then, that the child waa 
Ud to obaerre what clothea jron wore when aome one came 
toqwak with jonT Cbeever intempied ,hM and bid bar 
not bOKln with a llo, and ao Edward Pntnam declared the 



Hatfaoma. Wbj did job aak It the child aaked what 
«lothea JOB wore T— H j hoaband told me the otbem told. 
Bathoroa. Oaodmau Corey, did ycraleU herf The old 
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HMtiafiM. Did JOB BotMjTvar bwtaad told yoMMf. 
Voutfim. • • • • . 

Hatbnma. Ton du* Uraa to 11a fat aU |U« mmbMt. 
Ton an iww bafon a«Uioritj. I axpaat tba tnth. Yen 
pnwilaad it. Spaak now and laU who laid yo« «bal 
Ohnbea.— Kobodj. 

At one time the ohildren oried oat thtt a nan 
was whupering in her ear. HiCbomfl atksd t 
" What did he saj to jou?" She replied : '< Wa 
most not beliere all that thwe diitraoted ohil- 
dren Bay" Whan she denied taj oha^e mada 
agtunst her there wu " axtreme »goaj of all tha 
afflioted." 

Parris, who reported this trial, saTS, " It waa 
noted when ahe bit her lip Bereral ot the af- 
Sioted were bitten." A.1bo, " when her faanda 
were at liberty the afHioted were pinohed." 
Hathorne asked: " Do you not see these children 
and women are rational and sober when joar 
hands are fastened?" " Immediately they wera 
seized with fits, and the standers-by said she was 
squeezing her fingers, her hands being eased hj 
them that held them on purpose for trial. 
Quickly after, the marshall said, ' She bath bit 
her lip,' and immediately the afflicted were in an 
uproar." Throughout her examination she waa 
badgered by Hathorne, badgered by GorwiOf 
badgered by Ber. Ur. Noyes, badgered by the 
marshal and by the audience. 

The following document is on file in the 
oonrt house in Salem i 
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OilM llwraa tartifltth ud Mith UiU in the eTeDlni, rit- 
tiag by lb* lira, aj wit* Mked me to fo lo bed. I told <her)- 
I would go to pntjwr A when I vent to pnjer I oonld nott 
Bttei mj deiiree wtlb any MnM, not open tnj month to' 
■pnek My wife did perciere.ilt A rsme towerdi meft 
Mid nhe wu tmalng to me. After tlili In m little space I 
did aoeordlng to m; meanue attend the duty. Some time 
last week I latelied an ox well not e[ tlie wood* about noon 
ft 1m laylnx down In the yard I went to lalie him lo yoke 
Um but he ceuld not iIm but diBKed hit hindei parii aiK 
be had been hip ahott but attet did dee. I had a oait loma 
Umea laet week etianitely taken ui the iDddam, ft did 
make me Ihliik ilie would hare died preaently, mj wife 
bM me knock her In the bead butt I did not and linoe ahe 
li well. Another time Kolng todatlM I wai Inteimpud 
tat a apace butt aftorwanU IwMhelpt ncoMdlnK to my 
poor meuote. My wile hath been wont to ilit up aliet I 
went to bed ft I bare perdaTod bar to kneel down on the 
hearth as It ahe were at prayer bnt heud notbinB. At fAe 
KtamiiHttUm q^ iSomA Oood ft Mbeie my wife wa« willing 

Here the Btstement ceaeei. Some writen at- 
tempt to disoredit it as not giren in the usual 
and regular iray. Because a liue is drawn 
through the woids italicised abore, they think 
some BuspioioQ attaohea to it, and that the par* 
ties who tried to get the old man to testif j 
against his wife discovered that they could not 
draw anything derogatory from him, and there 
was danger that his evideiioe would be favorable 
to her. Is it not more probable that the record- 
er was interrupted at this point and did not then 
oomplete the statement; that afterwards he 
started to erase the uncompleted line, or, per* 
haps, meant the mark he made to be an erasure t 
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There appean to be oo eridenoe in oouieetioo 
vith this p«per to prove tlwt it ves not testi- 
mony taken in oonrt in the obiu] iray. Its data 
is fODF days after the examination of Martha 
Corey, it is true ; hut may it not hare been gir- 
eo in then? Evidenoe woald not be admitted ' 
in such an irregular manner to^lay, hot the 
practices o( the courts were much different in 
1692. During the examination, Mrs. Pope threw 
her muff at the prisoner, but did not bit her. 
Then she pulled off her shoe and, throwing it, 
struck Mrs. Corey in the Lead. This Mrs. Pope 
was an important witness in many cases, but 
eubeequently ackuowleijged her error and de- 
plored the whole busioesa. Martha Corey was 
opmmitted for trial. She was tried by the court 
at its September sitting, convicted, and sen- 
tenced on September 10, and executed on Sep- 
tember 22. Calef says, " Martha Corey, wife of 
Giles Corey, protestiog her innocenoy, concluded 
hei life with an eminent prayer upon the lad* 
der."» 

After her sentence, and while awaiting exeeo- 
tiun, Farris, accompanied by Lieut. Nathaniel 
Putnam and two deacons of his church, visited 
ber iu jail and pronounced the sentence of ex* 
communication upon her.' 

iFowitfted..-X'i. 

4"AcGordliit;lr.tlila 14 ii^ptemlMr, IWl. tbathrM ktanakld 
bnttireii oviiC vUli tha pular to bar In ftolem Prtton ; wbom 
iratoniidTW7obdiinu«, juKUflDchuMlf, Bad ooadaBalns all 
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Th« caM of GUm Corej U, i^i aome reapeoti, 
the moat interesting and the inoet tra^ in »)1 
tliip wDoderful dnma qI witchcraft. As pre- 
TiqusI^ stated, be was ovried awpLj with the 
delusion from the ontset, and against the wishes 
of his wife, attended the earlier examinations. 
H« was arrested on a warrant issued April 18, 
and examined on the Idth, in the Village meet- 
ing honse. The aoonsing girls oondnoted them- 
selres in the nsoal manoei, and were so badl7 
affeoted " with fits and troubled with pinches" 
that the ooort ordered Corej's handq.to be tied. 
When the magistrates asked him if it was not 
enough to " act witoberaft at other titpes, bnt 
nnst jon do it now in face of aathoritjf" he 
replied, "I ua a poor creature and cannot help 
it," Later, the magistrate exclaimed : " Wh; 
do yon tell such wicked lies against wibieases?" 
" One of his hands was let go," continues the 
record, " and several were afflicted. He held 
bis bead on one side, and then the beads of ser- 
eral of the afflicted were held on one side. He 
drew in his cheeks, and the cheeks of some ot 
the afflicted ware sucked in." 

Elizabeth Woodwell deposed that she saw him 

that had don* kBytlilBSMharjMl dUMrtty or coBtaBUtUae. 
WbMwpM, af Mr ■ UUta dlwouM <ror bar Inyartoqaawa 
wocld MH aDSar aanek), and artar pnjar, vhWh aha wu wtniag 
*t daeHaa— 'tba draadfol aaatanoa.of •saoaaaninleaUoB waa pr^ 
■BMBad afalaM hoc." XsMMt tfva Panto' noard ta O* 
afewah book, Haaa. HM. Caa, •! Mftaa, UL, IMi 
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on a lecture daj oome in uid lit ta the middle- 
iDOSt seat of the men's seats tgr the post. HUry 
Wairen said he was hostile to her and afflicted 
her beoause he thought she caused John Proot«r 
to ask more for a piece of mqaioir thin he was 
willing to give. John Ddriok, sixteen yean of . 
i^e, testified that " said Oilei Corej came abont 
the 20th of August and told me that he wanted 
some platers for he was gowen to hare a feast 
he told me that he had a good tniud to ask mj 
dame but he said that she would not let hin 
hare them so he took the platers and oared them 
away being gown about half a cure with them - 
then he brot tliem agaioe gowen awaj and said 
nothing." If Corey was going as a spectre why 
did he wish the actual platters ? It is another 
case of bodily, material presence like that of 
Abigail Hobl». 

This testimony was given on September 7 be- 
fore the grand inquest. TherA is very little 
evidence in Giles Corey's case. That given here 
comprises all of special interest. The magis- 
trates committed him to jail. This was on or 
about April 18. He was brought before the 
court in September, to plead to an indictment 
for witchcraft. The old man refused to plead, 
" stood mute," as the law terms it. The records 
of the Salem church under date of September 
18, Sunday, state that, " G. Corey was excom- 
municated. The cause of it w&s, Umt he being 
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•ooDMd u>d indiotrd for the siu of witoboraft, 
he lefoaed to plew], and §o incurred the seu- 
tenoe and penaltj of pain firtdun, bein^ nn- 
doubtedly gniltjr of the ain of iritohoraft, or of 
thiowhig himself upon sodden and oertain death, 
if he were otherwise iDDooeot." This does not 
■ay the penalty was enforced, only that it was 



The English law of those days, for " standing 
mute " was that the prisoner " be remanded to 
the jirison from whence he came and put into a 
low dark chamber, and there be laid oo his back 
on the bare floor, naked, unless where deoenoy 
forUds ; that there be placed apoa his body as 
great a weight of iron as he oould bear, and 
mon^ that he hare no sustenance, sare only on 
the first day, three morsels of the wont bread, 
and on the second day, three draoghta of stand- 
ing water, that sboald be nearest to the prison 
door, and in this sitnatioD this shoold be altera 
nately his daily diet till he died, or — as anoieat 
ly the judgement ran — till he answered."* 

No other instance of the enforcement of this 
penat^ is known in New England history. 
Blaekstone says it was adopted in England 
about the beginning of the rein of Henry IT. 
.He Slide that the nnoertain^ of its origin, the 
doubts of its legality, and the repognanoe of its 
thooiy to the humanity of the lavs of England 

BCUHr^ BiMlntaM. IT., MS. 
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all ooQonrred to require the abolialiment of the 
oruel punishment, ao that standing mate aboold 
amount only to a confession of guilt. 

There is some uncertainty as to the plaoe 
where the last act in this terrible tragedy took 
place. The tradition has always been that it 
was' between the Howard street burial ground 
and Brown street, in an open field, and that 
Corey urged the officers to add more weight, 
that his misery might the sooner be ended, a re- 
quest perfectly natural for a man who had made 
up hiti mintl to die that way. Gatef is authority 
for this story of monstrous brutality on the part 
of the officers : " In pressing, his tongue being 
pressed out of his mouth, the sheriff with hia 
cane forced it in i^in when he was dyiog,'" 
Sewali left this record: "Monday, September 
19, 1692. About noon at Salem, Giles Corey 
was pressed to death for standing Mute { much 
pains was used with him two days, one after 
another, by the court and Capt. Gardner of Nan- 
tucket who had been of his acquaintance, but 
all in rain.'" This horrible tragedy was enacted 
three days previous to the hanging of Martha 
Corey and her nine companions. Ho one knows 
Just why Corey refused to plead and suffered 
such a death. It may have been because of hU 
stubborn nature and firm will, but more proba- 
bly it was to save the attaint of his family and 
eibd.,aai, t rovlcr'* cd., aso. 8B*ir*UPKpen,L,«H. 
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tbe forfeiture of his propertj*! which would fol* 
low eonviotion if he plradad. From what h« 
had seen of praviona triala, he probahly ootl* 
eluded that L-onviotioo was certain in hia case, 
etpeciallj if he had made np his mind not to 
oonfess. While lying in jail he drew up and 
neentfd a paper which he intended should op- 
Mate as a will, hut which was in reality a deed 







of oonveyanoe. By it he conveyed all hia prop* 
erty to William Cleeres and John Ifoulton, hie 
iona-in-law. The day after Corey's death 
Thomas Putnam sent to Jndge Sewnll the follow- 
ing oommnaioation : 
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I«M night mf d&nghMi Ann wm Briavknutjr Unnmtad 
)tj wltohaa, tbraatenloft thkt iho thonld b« pnMed to d«Uh 
bebm OIIbi Ooraj ; but tlirooBh Uie gonlnMa ot a grrndtma 
Ooi, abe had, •( laat, • little Mipita. Wlicraupon ibcre 
^purail iinta her («]ie uld) ft man In • irliidlng (heat who 
laid her thkt GIlea Core; had mnidered him b|p jtnmbaK 
him to death with bt« feet ; but thet lliedavil tlieu ap- 
peaMd niito h<m and coTenanted with him and pAqnleed 
him that lie ifiould not ba hanged. The appaHllou nid 
Ood hardanod hie heart that he shonld not hearken to lite 
advice of the court, and eo die an eae; death ; becmuM, a* 
It laid, it mmt be done to liim m he had done ru me. The 
apparition alio iiald that Oilea Core; wa* carried to ih* 
oourt lot this and ihat the J11T7 had (onud ihe murder ; and 
that hei father knew the man and Ihe thine ^"i* <'<■■>* ^>*- 
tore ihe wai bom. 

This letter needs a little explanation. Gor«y 
appears to have beea a man who, in early lifa if 
not in later, did about as he pleased in the com- 
munity, and had little consideration for the 
rights of others or for their feelings. He he- 
oame involved in law suits, and even got iuto 
the criminal courts.* Jacob Goodetl who worked 
for him was carried home sick by Martha Corey, 
and soon after died. The gossips said- his dt-ath 
was caused by a beaUng which Corey gave him. 
The coroner's jury said the man had been 
bruised to death, " having dodders of blood 
about the heart." This was about 1676 To 
this case Thomas Putnam refers in the above 
quoted statement. The affair did happen before 
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Ann Pntnim wu bom, bat the arrest of Cor^ 
ftod his sabaeqaont honiblo death mnat hare 
rerired all the old itories abont him, Xo donbt 
Ann beard them at this time, and they wer* 
■are, under the circnmebuices, to lose nothing in 
the re-telling. Corej vaa also before the conrt 
in I67S on rospieion of baring set fiie to John 
Procter's house. His innocence was clearly 
proTcd, and he tamed on Procter and other of 
hie defamen and saed them, recorering from all 
of them. He had had a lawsnit with Procter 
previoos to tbia.** Id other wajra be was mixed 
up unpleasantly in neighborbodd afEaira. 
Whether these controversies had anything to do 
with his prosecution for witchcraft in 1692, or 
the severity with which be was dealt, I am un- 
able to say. Their revival would not aid him, 
certainly. Sewall says of the charge that Corey 
stamped and pressed a man to death, that 
" 'twas not remembered till Ane Putnhm was 
told of it by said Corey's spectre the Sabbath 
night before the execution. "" It is hardly pos- 
uble that a man oonld be arrested and dealt 
with in the manner Corey was and no one re- 
member and recall that fourteen and sixteen 
years before he had been ohArged with morder 



U- Jok> Praktar aolBM 0I>« Cor]« daflBdwU la M mHm 
or appMl fnn ■ jBdcament of Mai- HMfcotM In AaftM* laa^ 
ttajaiyfoand for tb* dtfndant, tb* «oaflniMloD of th*fM> 
BOTjadfaMBt-" MM! OoQat7 CMi* Banrda, BalMS. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE STORY OP REBBCCA NVRSB. 




iEBEGGA Nurse was born in Yarmouth, 
England, and liaptised there on February 
21, 1621. Thi3 would make her 71 years 
of age at the time of the witchcraft troubles. 
She was daughter of William Towne and wife 
of Francis Nurse of Salem Village. Nurse lived 
from about 1638 to 1678 near what is uow 
Skerry street in the city of Salem. His oooupa- 
tion was that of tray-maker. In 1678 he pur- 
chased the farm in Salem Village then known 
as the Townsend Bishop farm, now better knomi 
as the Nurse farm. 

The history of the .place is this i— Townsend 
Bishop, 6n January 16, 1636, received a grant of 
300 acres of land in the Village. On this he 
built a substantial house. That house is stand- 
ing to-day, and is the widely known Rebecca 
Nurse house. Its identity is proved beyond 
question by documentary evidence. Bishop sold 
the estate in 1641, to Henry Chickering, who in 
turn sold it to Governor Endioott in 1648 for 
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dSi60. Eodiootc gare the farm t9 bis son Joba 
in 166S, but did not execute the deed until 1662. 
TiM governor dit;dinl66£^ and ajawgnit fol- . 
lowed over the will. It was finally settled by* 
the general court in favor of jroung John and 
his wife. John died in 1G68, and his widow 
manied in August of that year, Sev. James 
Allen, a minister of the First Church in Boston. 
She died in 1673, and thus the Bishop farm be- 
came the property of Allen, who sold it to 
Nnrse.iu 1678 for £400. Nurse was to have 
twenty-one years in which to pay for the pro[H 
erty, paying in the meantime an annual rental 
of £7 a year during the first twelve years and 
£10 for each rem&LDing year. 

The Nurses were blessed with eight children, 
Samuel, John, Francis and Benjamin, Bebeooa, 
wife of Thomas Preston, Hary, wife of John Tar- 
bell, Elizabeth, wife of William BusseU, and 
Sarah, then unmarried- They dwelt on the farm 
or near it, and in a short time Norse divided the 
larger part among them.' From all the informap 
tion that has come down to us, Salem Village 
contained no more prosperous, happy and con- 
tented family than this. There were others of 
much greater wealth, but none that promised 
more enjoyment in old age than that reared and 

IFor the IntormKtloD kbont tbe BUbop-IlDrae fum, >!■« 
f or an kccount of'tbsUwiult vhlob (uljowed tb« puralkaM, I 
am ludabud to tiia dlllgant raa«M«lm o( Uz, Upbam. 
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MtablUbed at Salem Village hj Fnuieia Nana 
and bia wife Bebeooa. He had been prominent 
and honored in the oommanities where he dwelt. 
She was an intelligent, piona, deront woman, 
Tflritable " mother in Israel." Against her good 
name and fair fame no breath of suspicion had 
yet been uttered. The first trouble appear* to 
hare oome to this family soon after the pnrohaae 
of the Bishop farm. Allen had guaranteed the 
title. He was soon oalled upon to defend it 
against the olainu of Zerubabel Endicott, who 
claimed a boundaiy line to the Endioott posaes> 
•ions that pushed back the eastern bounds of the 
Bishop farm. The controTersy was a long one, 
going finally to the General Court for settle- 
nent. It was decided against Endioott If urse, 
to be sore, was only indirectly interested in the 
suit. Allen was the principal, and he kept his 
promise to defend the title. Xathaniel Putnam 
became involved in the suit. . Some writers al- 
lege that Xurse thus incurred his hostility and 
that this was one of the inoentires to the subse- 
quent prosecution of Bebeooa Nurse. It would 
seem that Putnam, if anything, was united with 
Allen and Kurse in fighting Eadicott, It ia 
even less likely that the Topsfield oontroreray 
engendered ill-feeling between the Village peo* 
pie and the Nurse family which lasted ontU 
witohoraft days. This afEair m^ as well be nai^ 
lated at thia point 
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In 1636 the General Court defined the bounds 
of Salem, Ipswich and Newbury as extending 
six miles into the country, measoring from their 
respective meeting houses. Three years later, 
the same power, in consideration that the inhab- 
itants of Salem had agreed to plant a Tillage 
near the river that runs to Ipswich, ordered that 
all lands near their bounds between Salem and 
the river, not belonging to any person or town 
by former grant, should belong to said village. 
The farmers of Salem Village thereupon began to 
push settlements beyond the six-mile limit. 
They cleared the forests and built houses. In 
1643 the General Courts unmindful of its grant 
to the Salem Village people, authorized the in« 
habitants of Ipswich to locate on the same terri« 
tory and establish a village. The town of Ips- 
wich was incorporated October 18, 1660, and in 
1658 a portion of the disputed land was made a 
part of the town. This brought into direct oon« 
fiict the Village men, who had taken up lands 
under the vote of the Oeneral Court in 1639, 
and those who settled under the act of 1643. 
John Putnam of the Village and others of his 
great family and of the settlement met the 
Easteys and Townes of Topsfield on the disputed 
ground and had angry words with them. Not ' 
until 1728, when the town of Middleton was 
incorporated, to include most of the disputed 
territory from the Village and Topsfield, was the 
dispute settled. t 
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Inao EBSty'i wife ms liater of Beb«ooi 
ITnise. The Tawnes, John and Joaapb, Jr., 
were nearlj lelated to her. Whils nuMt of th« 
ialialntants of tha Villaga took sides against the 
. Topefield men, the yoise familr supported 
tb«n. When the Tillage meeting passed a pro- 
test against the Topsfield claim, Samnel Knrse, 
Bebeooa's oldest son, and Thomas Preston, her 
ion-in-law, entered their written dissent. 
Whether this long and bitter controrerse/ had 
anything to do with the proseoatioB of Rebecca 
Karse and Mary Easty is left to ooojeotore. It 
ia certain that Thomas Preston joined with 
Thomas and Edward Pntnam in signing the 
oomplaint against Sarah Good in 1692. Does 
not this indicate that whatever ill-feelings arose 
from the Topsfield fend, thirty years before, had 
been entirely forgotten, or at least Corgirenf 

^le complaint against Bebeeoa Nnrse was 
made by these same Pntnams, Thomas and Ed- 
ward. They compluued against ber for "vehe- 
ment suspicion of having committed sundry acts 
of witchcraft " »poa Mrs. Ann Pntnam, Ann 
Pnbuun, jr., and Abigtul Williams. The justi- 
ces issued their warrant on March 23. On the 
following day Marshal Herriok made return that 
he had "apprehended the within named Rebecca 
Knrse and lodged her at Ifathaniel Ingersoll's." 
The examination took place on the 34th. The 
iMord of that eiamJnatlon, as made by Ber. 
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Sunael Farris at the reqoeBt of the magUtiatea, 
was as follows : 

What do TDu ny (BpeaklDg to one of tho afflictad), Iut« 
jon mil tliii wonuD hart foaf— Ya*, die b«>t mo this 
moniing. 

Abigail, hsTe yon been linrt by this womftnT Tea. 

Ann Pninun In a grie*ona fit cried oot, that iha bnrt 

Goody NntM, here are two, Ano Pntnam theclilld and 
Abigail Willianu, complain ot your hurting lliem. \7liBt 
doyouuy toit?— I cannay belore iny eternal father I ant 
innocent and God will clear my innoceocy. Hera Iiaever 
aone in the assembly butdrairoi tt. But II yon be golUy, 
pray God discover you. 

Tlion Hen. Kenny rose up to speak. Goodm. Kenny, 
what do you uy 7 Then lie entered lili complaint and fatw 
ther Boid that since this Nurse came into the honee he waa 
seized twice with an amwi'd condition. Here are 'not only 
tlicM but bore ia ye wife ol Mr. Thomu Pulnain who 
accuselh you by credible luformalion J£ that bolh of 
lemptinf; her to iniquity and of tcrcatly hurtin;; her. — I am 
Innocent ft clear & have not been able to get out of door* 
lhe*e 8 or 11 days. 

Mr. Putnam, give In wliat yon have to say. Then 1ft 
Edward Pninam gave In liis relate. 

Ia this true. Goody Nurse T— I never afQicted no child, 
never In my life. 

You see thcso accuse yoD. Is It true? — No. 

Are you an Innoccut penon roluling to litis witchcraftt 
Here Thomas Putnam's wife cried out, did you not bring 
the black man with yon 1 Did yon not bid me lempt God 
anddyef How oft have you eat and drunk year own daot- 



Do not yon see these afflicted persons & hear them accnae 
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jwaT— Th« Lord kmnn I hkT« not faun thsm. I un an iii- 

Itia VM7 ftwtal for all to M« IbcM antniiM uid joa mn 
old pratMnar, tho* charged with contnoiiiiK with th« devil 
lij tlie rffecta of it, and jct to im jon ctand with dry ejea 
when tb«TS ara so manf wet. — Yon do aol linow nj heart. 

Ton wonld do well if yon an (alllr to oonftae and pTe 
gtotj toGod.— lamaa clear aitlieclilld unborn. 

What aneertalntj there ma; Im In apparitloiu I know 
not, jel tbli with tne urIkM hMd opoa jott, that jraii are at 
(fail Tei7 preaent charKed with lamillar «|ilrlts, tblt ii four 
bodily pareon they ipeak to. They ay now ihey tee theae 
familiar aidiiu oonie lo your bodily penon, now what do 
yon tay to ihatT— I have MH>e, dr. 

Foadbly yon may apprehend yon are no wlloh, Init have 
y«a not been \*d uide by templatlona that wayf— I hare 
Mt. 

Tell ne, bare y«« not had Tlnlble appearanoea oMre than 
what it oommon !■ natue T — I hare noue nor never had in 
my life. 

Do yon think theee enffer Tolnntary or involnatwyT— I 

That b ilnuige, ereiy one can Jndn.— I moat be allent. 

They aocnaa yon ot hurting tbem fr il yon think it U not 
WiwUlingly bot by deeign yon matt look npon them af 
mnrderen. — I cannot tell what to think of it. 

Afterward! whan thia wai aomewhat Iniiitod nn ahe nid, 
I do not think eo. She did iwt ondentand aright what vai 

Mid. 

Well, tlien. RiTe ao aiiawer now, do yon think tbeee aof- 
ler agslntt tbelf will! ornotr I do not think tbeee anlteT 
■faltwt their willa. 

Why did yon never visit theae aSloted peraonaT— B^ 
eaaae I wai afraid I ahonld have flu iool 

Upon notion of hor body flti followed npon the eonk- 
plainanta abundantly and very freqoently. 

Il It not an anaooonnlable cmb that when yon ai« nam* 
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A^ln upon Mlnliig her bMtdi tfaa BflUotad paneoa ««n 
MiMd viOi rlolent fita of tortora. 

Do jroa balier* Ihsn kfllotod penou w* b«wildwdt-I 
da think ihtj an. 

WhnitiiUiiltchonft ekmenpon th»it«g« ilieniiMiM 
nupldoo o( Htulia (Mr.Puria' IndUn wonun), ihapn^ 
feoed much lova to ihat child, Betty PutU, bat it waa h« 
appftiitlon (lid tlia int»clii«(, Mid whyihonldnot jonaliOt 
bagnili;, foTToiiTkppMition doth bort ftltoT— Wonld JMI 
hara ma boUa mrwllf 

Bba hold li«r iiih± on ona aid* and aooonUnclr M «<n 
iba amictcd tkUao. 

Tbeoaathorii;raquiriiif[it, Sam. PuriireadwIiatbabMd 
In ohumcten tnki n bom Mr. 'Ilioinaa Pnlnam'* wilaln baa 
if. 

WbatdojonUiinb ot tIiU7— leiDnot holplt, tbadrrU 
BUJ appaor in my *hap«. 

TlilaUft trasMooiinial thenunof h«r cxMnitwtkti, bttt 
bj lauon of great nolle* bf lite BfHicled uidinan]r*paakaa 
many things an i>rFtennltled mf morsindum. 

NnTM lield lua head on one litle and Ellubeth Habbud 
(one of llie lulTi.enlbMl her neck mc Id that postiu*, 
wherenpm miio'bct patisDt, AMgall WlllluttB, cried ont, 
ael op Goodr Nuna'a head, the maid's neck will be broke, 
and wheu some aet ap Knrie'ahesd Aaron Way obaerrad 
that B«tt; Hnbbard'a waa Immediately rlghtrd. 

Salem Village, March 2ith icn^ Ttie Bev. Samuel Panta 
being derired to take In writli]^ the eiamlnailon of Rebate 
a> Nurse hath returned It aaarncsald and reelng wliat wn 
then did see together with the charge of the pereuni than 
pnaant wecommitied Bcbocca Nuiee, the wife «I Franda 
Nntse, of Salem Virageanto their majcatiea' goal In Salem 
•a per a ir.ltlioiaa tt;en given out In order to Anther exam> 
inalicn. 

John Bathome, 
Jmathan Corwln, aata. 

Goody Kurse remaiaed in jail until the first of 
June, when she was brought before the grand 
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J1117. On June 2 the jnry leturned fonr indiot- 
inenta Kgainst her. Th« first was for afSictiog 
Ann Fatnau) on Muoh 24; the second and third 
for afflicting Haty Waloott and Elizabeth Hub. 
hard on the same daf, and the fourth charged 
her with afflicting Abigail Williams. It will be 
noticed that the data of the offences alleged in 
these several indictments is that of the day of 
the preliminary examination. The same is 
noticeable in meet of these witchcraft cases. In 
few of the indictments is the same date of ot 
fence allrged as in the original complaint before 
the justices. Tlie witnesses in the case were 
■ummooed to be present on Thursday, Jiint! 2 ; 
the testimonies of Ann Putnam, Mary Walcott 
and others against Kurse are dated and sworn to 
June 2 and .t, and the indictments bear the samo 
date. The cuurt convened again on Jane 28 
and there is on the files a " petition on behalf of 
Bebecca Nurse " presented to the court " now 
sitting in Salem." It would seem that the trial 
must have been delayed from the Srd to the 
. 28th. At the trial which followed, Ann Putnam 
deposed that on the 13tb of March she 

" Saw the •pparltioii o( Goody Nune, uid ih* did Iiiim»i 
dimtclf mlflict me, bnt I dtd not ktMW what bar name wm 
then, thongh I knaw when ihe ucd to ilt In odi mMtlng 
1m«m, but alnoe (bat the hath grieTOoal; affllotsd bf 
Utinc, pLDOhioic and prlckiag me, and miring ma to wrtta 
Ib bar book and alao on tbs toarth daj of Marob, beilif the 
iaftt hec oamlnatkB, I wai sriergwly toctaied bf has 
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dnrlni (he time «f lier axamlnkUon, Mid alM Mruml Unw 
'fIum, andaUodiiTliig the tims ol lier rxamlnatlm I aaw 
the appailtloD □[ Hibeeca Nnne pi aiid hurt ilie bodji of 
Uetcv Levta, Muy WalcotI, EUnbetfa HnbbMd and AU> 
(mil WtUiania." 

The deposition of Maiy Walcott woa in about 
the same language as the above, save thkt the 
apparition of Rebecca Nurae would kill hrr if 
she did not write in the liook, and thit Nurae 
"told hrr Fhfl had a hand in the death of Ben- 
jamin Houlton, Jiihn Harwood, Itebecoft Shepard 
uud several others." She saw tlie ap|>aritioD of 
Goodj Nurse during her cxi luination go and 
hurt tlie bo<lii<it of Ann I'lttiirm, Mer-y Lewis, 
Elizabeth Hubbaid and Abigail WilUamB. Th« 
depositions of Klizabeth Hubbard and Abigail 
Williams differed but little in tencr or in lu)> 
guage from the above. Williams claimed to 
have been ntfiicted hy Nurse on March 15, 16, 20, 
21, 23, 31, and also on several days in M;iy. 
Nurse had tempted her to leap into the fire, and 
she had " seen the apparitiou of a sacrament 
sitting next to [the man] with a high crowned 
hat" It had aUo confesred to her " its guilt in 
committing several murders together with her 
sister Clojs." The testimony of Sarah Vibber 
appears to have been given later in the month, 
for she deposed to being pinched and choked by 
the apparition of Rebecca Nurse on June 27. 
Among the other depositions in the case are the 
following : 



■ 
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The depodtkm of Jobumh Cbildio [flfaeldoii] twUfleth 
•ad Mlih that rpoQ tha bd o( June, lOI^ Uiai tlio apaii- 
Hen of Oeodj Nnu and Goodman Harwood did Bpcare W 
ber and the i^d Harwood did look Ooodj Niu* In Itw fau 
•nd laid to her that the did tnoider hlm'br pnnhlng him off 
Um can and itroek the breath out ot hi* body." 

Edward Pntium depoard that "nn March 26 Ann Put- 
aam, aen., waa Uitiii hj Rebecca Nun a* she Mid did, 
aboat 3 of tlie clock the Mine daj ihe wa* etrock with a 
ebane Ihe mark being In a band ol a round ring and tbiee 
■troaka acroM ibe ring aha had alz btna with a oliane In the 
•|iaca of half an over, and ahe had o>ia ramarbable ma 
with alx etmakeB acroa her arm*. I mw the mark both of 
Uteandohana.'* 

Sarah Holten's depositiou is tha' only paper 
among all thoM on fite that gives an; ioforma- 
tion that Bebccca Nurao ever had trooble with 
ber neighbors ot ever waa called a railer and 
brawler. Perhaps in thia case, allowsnce should 
be made for the possible exaggeration of an 
angry and excited neighbor. The widow 
Houlton deposed as follows : 

AboQt thU Ume three yean ago my dear ft lorlng biu- 
bead, Benjamin Honlten, deceased, waa aa wall h erer I 
knew him in my life, till one Batarday morning that Re- 
becca Ndtm who now itand* charged tor witchcraft came 
to our bonae and fell railing at him beoanae our plgi got 
into ber Beld, tfao onr piga were nifBcientlr yoked and 
their fence wat down In atTeral plaeea, yet all we could aay 
to her could no way* paoUy her bat ahe contlnaed railing 
and aooldinf for a great while, calling to her eon BenJ. 
Knree to go and get a gim and kill onr pig* and let dod* of 
them go ont of the field, Ihoogh my poor hnaband gave her 
nerer a mltheboldlii|[ word, and within a ahort time aflai 
thii my poor hnaband, going ont Tory early in the mondng, 
M ha waa naming la ^ala ke wa* U^^ with a alnnge St 
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_ta ths SBtiT MtiK stniok blind aod Mmch down two or 
(bToe tImM M thftt when he o»me to hlmielf hs told me ho 
thought he abonld never tutxe ooma Into tfaa honaa any 
more, and alt (QinineT alter lie oontlnned in a langulahlng 
condition, being much pained at hli alomaeh and alien 
■tmck blind, but atxiui a fortnight before be died he waa 
taken with ilrange and violent fita acting mnch Ilka to 
our poor belnved paiaonE [penoni] when wa thmght tfaaj 
would hare dfed and tlie doctor that wa* with lilm oonld 
not And wliat lila dUtemper waa, and the daf before h« died 
he waa oliearif, but about midnight he waa again moat 
vloiently aeiied upon with violent flu till the neat ni^t 
about midnight, he departed tbia life by a oroel death. 

The following depoBitions found on the oonrt 
files iodicate that there weie those who dared to 
testif; in behalf of the accused. I quote both 
exactly as tbey appear in the originals : 

John Tarbell IwinK at the hoiue of Thomaa Putnam 
upon tlic S8ih day of tliia Instant JIarch, being the year 
1602, upon dlicoune of many tlilnfn I asked them tome . 
qneationa and among otlieni I asked tlila question whether 
the garle that waa aMlcled did flnt speak of Ooody Nnrta 
before othsis mentioned Iter to her, they aaid abe told them 
she saw the apparlshiion of a pale-fast woman tliat sat In 
her gnm-io other'* seat bat did not know her name, tlien I 
repliod and said, but wlio was U that told her tliat U waa 
Oood Nurs ; Hercy Lewis said It waa Ooody Putnam that 
si^d it was Ooody San ; Qoodj Putnam said It waa Mercj 
LewH that told her; thus they turned It upon one another, 
•aying it waa you and It was you that told her, this waa 
before any was afflicted at Thorns Putnam's beside bia 
daughter, that they told his daughter it was Ooody Nuia. 
Samuel Nurs doth testifle too all above written. 

We whos name* are underwritien cane t«stliie if cald to 
It that Ooodde Kun have beene troubled with an Lntlrmlty 
of body for many yean which the juriea of women seem to 
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TbU last statement refers to the witch mark 
ftUeged to have been found on the body of Be- 
beoca Nurse. One of the theories of the age 
was that the devil set his mark upon each of 
bis servants ; that witches were all marked. A. 
jury of the sex of the accimed was appointed to 
examine the body for such marks. It often 
happened that some excresence of flesh cororooa 
to old people, or one explainable by natural 
causes, was found. One such had been found 
on the body of Goody Nurse, and reported to 
the court, alt but one of the jury agreeing to the 
report Rebecca Preston and Mary Tarbell 
knew tbat the mark was from natural causes. ' 
The prisoner stated to the court that the dis- 
■entiog woman of the jury of examination was 
' one of the most ancient, skilful and prudent, 
and further declared, " I there rendered a suffi- 
cient known reason of the moving cause 
thereof." She asked for the appointment of 
another jury to inquire into the case and exam- 
ine the marks found on her person. No doca- 
menta have been found to indicate whether her 
leqnest was granted. Probably it was not. 

The jury of trials returned a verdict of not 
guil^ on June 28. Thereupon all the accusers 
ia court '* cried out " with renewed vigor and 
were taken in the most violent fits, rolling and 
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tumbling about, creatiog a seen« of tb« wildest 
oonfusion. The judges told the jurymen that 
tbey had not carefully considered one expresaioa 
of the priaoLer, namely, that when oni«, Holibs, 
a Goufessiug witch, wan brought in as eviileitce 
against her she eaid : " What, do you bring her 7 
She is one of us." The jury retired for I'urther 
consul tatioo.' Erea then they could not aj^ree 
upon a verdict of guilty. They returued to the 
court room and desired that the accused ezpluin 
the remark. She made no response and the jury 
returned a verdict of guilty.'' On being iu- 
formed that her silence bad beeu construed as a 
confessioQ of guilt, the prisoner made this 
statement : 

ThoM preunce do homblr Bhow to the lionored court and 
Jury, thnt I IwiiiK Informed that tlio Jurjr brought me In 
pilliy Qpou my Mylng that Goodwlte Hobbi ftnd her 
dftoghter were of our company; but I intended no otlier- 
wIm tlion u they were prUouera with lu, and tlioretnra did 
tbon. and yet do Judge them not legtil evidence nc^'nat 
theli fellow prisoiietK: uid I being KmMlilng linrd of 
hearing, and full of grlet, noiietntonnluKmehow theooort 
took up mj wordi, end therafore h»d not iin opportanlty lo 
declare wbet I intended when I aald they wen of our oon- 
pwiy 

Grave charges have been made against the' 
chief justice in this case by some writers, to 
the effect that he fairly forced the jury to go 
out after the verdict of not guilty and that he 
practically told them to reverse the verdict 

) Keal'i Kaw Sngland, It., U3 ; Calaf, rowlra'a Ed. Ul. 
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Thomu Fiak, <me of th« jnTjineD, mide'A BtBt»> 
neat a few dajs after the trial, in which be 
nys, the oonrt " objected to the Terdict," and 
"manifested dissatisfaotioD," and "Bereral of 
the jury declared themselree deatrona to go out 
again and therenpon the oonrt gare leave." He 
farther stated that he " oonld not tell how to 
take the words in question till she had fnrther 
opportunity to put her sense upon them ; " that 
going into court and mentioning the words and 
she making no reply nor interpretation of them, 
** whereupon these words were to me a principal 
•▼idenoe against her."* 

It is plain from all the evidence npon tiiis 
point that had the court as counsel for the ao- 
cosed, which it was then in the theory of the 
law, guarded her interests, Rebecca Nurse would 
not have been convicted. The question pro- 
pounded to her by the jury would have been so 
expltuned that she could understand and answer 
it- After conviction she was sentenoed to he 
langed The Governor granted a reprieve. 
Thereupon, she was excommunicated from the 
'church, as the following from the records of the 
First Gliurob in Salem will show : 

e olden piopouiidad 
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—that onr lUtar Hum, teln| » tonTtotod wltsh if Um 
ooort, and eondamned la die, ■honld 1w exeoDimiinlcolad; 
which wu aooardingly dnoa In 1k» mftHwwG, ah* belns 



UphBin says this was meant to be nndentood 
as an eternal doom.* People in those day* 
looked upon exoommunioation from the ohurch 
as expulHion from Heaven, What then must 
have been the feelings of this ironau as she 
stood in the presence of her almost life-long 
church, a church which she loved, and to which 
she l)ad been true and loyal for more than half 
a century, with the chains of a condemned 
witch clAnkiiig nboiit her withered and tottering 
limbs, and he;inl the awful doom of her soul 
pronounced ? * Happily the age of superstitiou 
is passed, and we know that wherever tha 
noblest and best of mankind and womankind 
abide there rests the soul of this saint and 
martyr. 

Immediately on the reprieve being granted 
the aiflicted renewed their clamors. Thef 
claimed to be again grievously afSicted. Their 
renewed complaints, the action of the church at 
Salem, and the clamors of " some Salem gentle 
man " influenced the Qovemor to recall the r^ 

4 SBlcm Wltehcntt, II., m. 
BTbe MaMiiM ol ein 
«bnrah book abont iiil. 
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pziare and aiipiore the fentenoe. B«beom Num 
wu, tlianfoTe, od Jnlj 19, outed to the nuunit 
of Oallowi hill wad hanged. 

"Tiuij hanged thii weuj munan than^ 
Like anj felon itoat ; 
Her white hain on the ornel rope 
Wen eoattered all about."* 

• 'St DHrih i( Ooo^ Hum," br Bom TMT7 Oooka, 




CHAPTER Vn. 

MSV. OBORGB BUSM0VOB3. 

^^9N speaking of Kev. George Bunoaghs, it 
k^v seems proper to allude briefly to the early 
S^ii history of the Salem Village churoh. The 
witchcraft prosecutions have some times been &t> 
tributed to the feelings engendered by the dis- 
agreements over the settlement of a pastor of the 
parish. Up to 1671 the people of SaJem Villlage 
worshiped with the mother church in Salem. On 
March 22 of that year (1672 0. S.) the town of 
Salem voted that the farmers at the Village 
should "have liberty to have a minister hy 
themselves, and when they should provide and 
pay him in a maintenance they should be ais- 
charged from their part of the Salem minister's 
maintenance,'" Ber. James Bayley became 
"supply" minister of the parish in Nov. 1672, and 
a meeting house was erected in 1673. Soma 
dissatisfaction was manifested with the manner 
of his call. The feeling increasing in intensity, 

IStUvmTowii BaaonUi UuiMjD'i Hilt. Duiran, Xa 
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an appetl wu made to the parent ohnrdi in 
Salem. Among Baylej't opponent! were 
Nathaniel Patnun and Bray Wilkins, men of 
wealth and influence in the (Sommnnity, The 
dispute finally readbed the General Court. That 
body decided in faror of the minister, and or- 
dered that be be continued and aettled, and be 
allowed £60 per annum, one-third in money and 
two-thiida in proTiaionB and fuel for bis family,* 
The people of the parish paid no attention to 
this order, and in 1679 Mr. Bayley resigned. 
Bayley came to the Village ' from If ewbury, 
where be had married Mary Garr. His wife's 
sister, Ann Carr, accompanied them to Salem 
Village where, in 1678, she married Seigt. 
Thomas Putnam,' of whom we shall hear much 
before we hare fioished this story. This united 
the minister's family with the wealthiest and 
most powerful family in the place. 

George Burroughs was engaged as preacher in 
place of Mr. Bnyley in November, 1680, Grad- 
uating from Harvard in 1670, he early went into 
the district of Maine to preach, and dwelt for 
"some time at Casco, now Portland, where be re- 
oeiTcd a grant of 150 acres of land in a sectiou 
BOW the very heart of the city This land be 
generously gave to the town in later years. Mr. 
Burroughs early encountered hostility in bis new 

tXMA HM. Tint Ftolih Id D 
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pwislL in Daurers, u ma quite jutaai, from 
the partinns of his pradeoMsor, Hia aaimij 
wu not promptly paid, aad when, in 1681, his 
wife died, he had no monej to pay the funeral 
expensea. A violent dispute laged in the parish 
between the Bayley and anti-Bayl«j faotioaa, 
and Burroughs gare np the pastorate in 1882. 
Even this did not end his troubles. He came 
back from Uaine, whither he had moved, to 
"get a reckoDing" or settlement, and was ar- 
KBted for a debt due to John Patnam, Yet on 
the very diiy of his arrest he had signed aa . 
order for the payment to Ijhomas Putnam of the 
amount due to himself from the parish. It ap- 
pears by a bill on file on the records that when 
Burroughs' wife died, John Putnam allowed him 
to buy two gallons of Oauary mm, some oloth 
and other artiolns on his aoooaot. The debt was . 
for less than £14, and the parish owed Bo^ 
toughs £33 6s. 8J., ao that Putnam was aaply 
secured.* 

Bev. Deodat Lawson suoceeded Mr. Bar- 
roughs, Doming to the Vill^e in 1684. He 
found much discord prevailing, not only over 
the settlements of Bayley and Burroughs bat 
also over the parish records, which it was alleged 
had not been correctly kept during their mini^ 
triea. Both disputes were referred to members 
of the church in Salem for advice. The advioe 
t SitiMD wiwbonJt, iL, aa. 
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girai wu that oerUin change* be made in th« 
raoordi, HarmoDy could not be Koured, bow- 
enr, and Mr. Lawson witbdraw in lASS. Fol- 
lowing bim came Rer. Samoel Parris, who was 
ordained on Monday, Not. Id, 16S9. It is evi- 
dent, therefore, that from the calling of Mr, 
Baj)<>7 in 1672 to the ordination of Mr. Parris 
in 1G89 tbeie waa wanting in the parish that 
harmony so essential to church prosperity. 
That the disagreements about the settleinenta 
of tbe di^erent pastors and over the parish rec- 
ords affected tbe minds of tbe people after the 
witchcraft delusion appeared among tbem there' 
is little doubt. That it was the cause of the 
first charges being made seems hardly probable. 
Qeorge Burroaghs, on leaving Salem Village, 

. retomed to Casoo, Maine. He remained there a 
loog time, for he and others were there in 1690 
vbeo the settlement was raided by Indians. 
Bnrroo^ then went to Wells, Maine, and 
pteaohed a year or more. There he was living 
in peaoa and quietness when tbe messenger from 
Fortsmonth came to arrest bim, at the demand 

-' of the Salem magistrates, in 1692. After leav< 
ing Salem A^llage he bad married a third wife, 
a woman who bad been previously married and 
had children of her own ; for after Barroaghs' 
death, when the Massaohusetts colony granted 
oompeusation to bis family, bit children com- 
phinad that thia Uiiid Kn. Bnmmgha took tbe 



•atira amoiuit for herself and lieroluldrei).' Mr. 
Barronghi waa a amall, bUu>k-luui«df dark oon^ 
plexioned man, of qaiok pasaions aad poasflaaing 
great streogth.* We shall see by the teatimoiiy 
to be quoted further oa that moat of the evi* 
danoa against him oonsisted of marralloui tales 
of hia great feats of strength. We are told 
that, " his power of muaole disoorered itaelf 
early when Burroughs was a member of Cam- 
bridge college, which fact oonTincea us that ho 
lifted the gun and the barrel of molasses bjr the 
power of hia owa well-strung muscle and not by 
any help of the devil.'*' Sullivan, in hia Hiatoiy 
of Maine, says that Burroughs waa a maa of 
bad oharaoter and cruel diapositiou.* Fowler 
deolared that his researches lead him to a dif« 
ferent coDoluaion/ Increase Mather wrote that 
the testimony "proved him a very ill man,'" 
and confinaed the belief of the charaatei which 
had been already fastened on him. Cotton 
Mather says in his aoonnnt thit " hia tergiveraa- 
tiona, contradictions and falsehoods were very 
sensible at his exainin itioii and un hia trial."* 
Hutcliiiison says of Burroughs' trial, that "he 
was con Fuiiti'lt'd and used many twistinga and 
turnini^, whinU 1 think wa cannot wonder at."* 

BBucx Cuurt ttsoonla. 

6 Puiiiiiiiri rtftiem Wiubcnrt Bipltloed, 31*. 

TCklari"Hor«Woa<l«n. CM." fowler'* sd., ITft-nO. 

■ p.ao«, s uiiu Hu*., II., «a. 
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All tiwM ttotAmeDtB appov to be foonded, moie 
or IvM, on OottoD Hather^ <■ Woodan of ^ tiui 
Inrisibls World." ITafortniutalj w« haTo Dona 
of tlie testimony offered for the defence, if any 
then wu.' Pusstbly there wu none. Mr, 
Borronghe vaa nearly abnodred milea distant 
from the places where he had lived mnoh of his 
time, and far from his friends. He was among 
a people largely hostile, and perhape was denied 
all opportunity to obtain friendly, witnesses, 
Wbatorer we may say about the trials being 
oondaoted aooording to the English law, which 
did not then allow counsel to the aooused, 
but in theory nonsidered the judges his oonosel, 
it is undeniable that in this case, as in many oth* 
«r of these witohcraft trials, the interests of the 
aooused were not properly guarded. The whole 
oonduet of the judges, from beginning to end, 
was that of proseonting attorneys. Freoonoeired 
belief in the guilt of the aooused is eridenced 
throughout by their acts and by their words. 

The only ground of explanation, and that by 
no means satisfactory, and certainly not a juati- 
fication, is that the court was following the 
•drioe given to Major Biohards by Cotton 
Mather, that " whatever hath a tendency to pnt 
the witches into confusion is likely to bring 
them nnto ooofeesion too. Here crosse & swift 
qnestioas have - their use," . . ** A credible 
oo nf ew i on of the guilty wretohes ii one of the 
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most hopeful wa^s" b« sajs, "of oorniog at 
them, & I say a credible ooafession, becmose 
erea confession itselfe aometimeB ii not tnwdible. 

■ • I am far from urging the un>English 
method of torture " to obtain confeBsions.'* 

The warrant for the arrest of George Bar> 
roughs was issued in Portsmouth, N. H., on 
April 30, 16»2, by " Elisba Hutohinson, major," 
directed to Jno. Partridge, " field marshal," re- 
quiring him to " apprehend the body of Mr. 
George Burroughs at present preacher at Wells, 
in the Province of Maine and coDvey him with 
all speed to Salem, . . he being suspected for 
a confederacy with the devil in oppressing of 
sundry about Salem, as they relate," he (Hutoh- 
inson) having received " juirticular order from 
the governor and council of their majesties col- 
ony of the Massachusftts for the same." Par- 
tridge returned that by virtue of the warrant he 
"had apprehended aafd George Burroughs and 
have brought htm to Salem and delivered him to 
the authority there this fourth day of May, 
1692."" 

Some question has been raised about the haste 
with which the arrest was made. I'he warrant 
was issued on the last day of April, On 3iaj 
2, Hutchinson addressed a letter to Hathome 
and Corwin, saying he had "caused Burroughs 
to be apprehended and sent to Salem." This 
MUlM. RUt. C«1I^ YUI., »i. lilbd-iT^a. 
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Irttac Putridge probably took to Salem with 
biffl on that day. This would givt him two 

. days to go to Weill and return to VortBmonth, 
and the third and fourth in which to reaoh 
Salem, The time waa ample, even in those 
daya of alow trareL Depositions charging 
Burroughs with being concerned in the witoh- 
eraft businna had been made as early as April 
23. After formal com)(laint bad been made and 
the warrant issued, it was natural that matters 

^ connected with tbe arrcHt should be expedited. 
BDrrongha remained in jail ontil the 9th of 
Uay, when he waa examiopd. Stoaghton and 
Sewall oome down to assist Hathome and Cor- 
win in the wurk. A private inquiry was in- 
■titnted by the jndgea and the ministers of the 
neighboring ohnmhes. Tbe record of that por- 
tion of the examination is as follows : 

Balng uked whso ha paitook of tbe Lord'i tapper, he 
beioK {m be Mild) in fall conuniiDlon at BotHmrj, be 
•nswend It wu m> \oag siiioe he oonld not tell, fet lie own- 
ed he wu M iDeetlDK om Skbh«tfa »( Botton, pert of the 
4«j, eii4 the other U Cberleatown put ot » Sabbath 
wb^ the McnnMnt happened to be at both yet did not 
pattabe ot eltbar. He denied that bla bottie at Caaoo waa 
haonted ^et be owned there wen toade. Tbe sbove waa 
b pclTala none ot the bewilched belnf paaent. 

Then followed the examination in open conrt : 

At hli taOj tnio the oonit nam many (if not all of the 

bawHefaed) wen grievonalj lortand. Snean Bbeldon Mett- 

flad that ^sznmgb*' two wlvei appcand in tbeir winding 

Aaeli and aald that man UUedlheB. Ha was Md to look 
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«poB SoMHi SbBldon, Hb looked iMolt aod kw»ek«d dom 
kll (or mtmt of iho afflicted who (tood behind hln.) 

Merc7 Lewli' depoaiiioii Kolng to be read end be looked 
et her end ihe fell into ■ dreadtal end tedioni fit. 

Mar7 Valcott, Tratlmoii; fcoing t» 

. Kliiebelh Uubbeid, be read and the7 

BoMui Sheldon, all fell Into fit*. 

Being eakcd what hethoufiht of theee thing* he UMwand 
it m» en emeilDg end humiliating prorldenoe but he bb- 
deNiood nothing of It, and he leld (come of jon may ob- 
•enra that) whrn thej begin to name any name thej eanitot 
name It ... . The bewltehed were lO tonoied that 
anlhotlt; ordered them to be taken away eowe of them. 

Cepr. Putnam teetlfled abont the gnn. Cept. VIorm- 
wood teetlfied aboal the fnin and the molaMei. 

He (Burrougha) denied that about the mnliMfia About 
the gun he aald he took It before the lock and MMed tt 
npon h<a breett. 

John Brown teatlfied about a barrel of elder. 

He denied that hie family wai affrighted by a white ooU 
in hli honae. 

I have quoted thus much of the eiamiofttiOD, 
not because the testimony is important, but that 
'the reader ma; underEtand the nature of the 
evideoee introduced in theae witchcraft trials. 
Burroughs was committed to prison 1^ the mag- 
istrates, and remained there until August, when 
be was indiuted and tried. Four indictments 
were found against bim. One charged him 
with afflicting Mar; Walcott, a second with 
afflicting Elizabeth Hubbard, the third with 
afflicting Merc; Lewis, and the fourth, Ann 
Putnam. Neal, who wrote about 1747, saya 
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BDrronglu WM broaght upon liia trial on Ao> 

Among the more interesting depositioni mide 
doring tbe trial of Burrongha were thoM of 
Ann Putnam and Heroy Lewis, two of the 
afHicted. Ann testified that Borronghs appeared 
to her one night and told her be had had three 
wiTei and bad bewitched the two first of them 
tp drath. Subsequently, she testified that Bur^ 
loagba' two first wires appeared to her when 
Hr. Borroud^s was presentj that the; turned 
their facea towards Burroughs and "looked 
Tef7 red and angry," and told him that he had 
been a very cruel inan to them ; that they 
sbonld "be clothed with white robes in heaven 
when be should be east into hell." As soon as 
Borronghs disappeared the two tamed their 
&cea toward Ann, "aud looked as pail as a 
white wall," and told her they were his two 
first wives and that he had murdered them. 
"One told me," she continues, "she was his 
first wife and he stabbed her under the left arm 
and put a pieoa of sealing wax on the wound, 
and she pulled aside the winding sheet and 
•bowed me the place." The second wife told 
Ana, *' that wife which he bath now, killed her 
in the veesel aa she was ooming to see Ua 
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la reftdlng tMs remarksbl» pieoe of «rid«noe, 
vhiob U giTen here snbstaatlally in ths luagtuge 
' of the original, it ii importaat not to loae sight 
of the faot that Ann Putnam, the reputed an- 
tlior of it, was ouly twelve years of age. Are 
we sot forced to one of two oonolusioiu : either 
that the girl's story is literally true, or that it 
was manufaatured for her by her father or soma 
other of the older people interested in the pros- 
eontion 7 Would a girl of that age be capable 
of " manufaeturinj; " suoh a story 7 To whom 
shall we attribute the authorship 7 To Thomas 
Putnam? If he manufactured this, how mnoh 
more of the witchcraft testimony owes its origin 
to the same source ? I am not disposed to sit 
in judgment in this matter ; but oertsioly eTen 
the casual reader should not be allowed to fill 
his mind with these remarkable statements 
without having his attention called to important 
oon trolling facta. 

The statement of Meroy Lewis is equally re- 
markable. She deposed that on the night of 
May 9, Burroughs carried her up on to a high 
mountain and showed her " all the kingdoms of 
the earth and told mo that he wpnld give tlieni 
all to me if I would write in his book, and if I 
would not he would throw me down and break 
my neck." She told him she would not write 
in the book if he threw her down oa "100 
pitchforks," 
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A great portion of the testimony agaiiut 
Bnnougfas, «s I bave sud, conaisted of atate- 
ments regarding his phenomeDal stroDgtb. j 
Samuel Webber, for imtanoc^ totd hov Hr. 
Barrongha put his finger into the bong of a 
barrel of molasses, lifted it up and carried it 
annind him and set it down. This is the only 
direct testimony of great feats of strengUi 
which does not discredit itself. No doubt this is 
an exaggeration of the facts or a misapprehen- 
tion of the oironmstanoes. TliomBS Oreenslit^ 
testimony vhich is given below is the only 
other direct eridenoe of phenomenal strength. 
Everything else is hearsay evidence. As for 
Oreenalit, he appears to have been a man utterly 
devoid of oharacter, and not to be believed. 
Hie deposition bears date September 16, whioh 
would be nearly a month after the execution of 
Burroughs. May it not have been procured 
after the execution, to of^t the IndignatioD of 
some of Burroughs' friends ? 

We may as well dispose of Qreenelit at this 

'' point, by giving the substance of his deposition, 

altboQgtk not in ehronological order. He de- 

poeed that be saw Hr. Burroughs, who was 

lately executed, 

" lift ■ gaa ot alz foot butel or theraabont* pattiiig the 
lM«flii|ar of hb rlfhl hmnd Into th* mouall of nld gnu 
•nd thM he held it oat kt wtnt end oely with thkt finger, 
and foitlwr tlili depowmt teeUfleth that at the eame tine 
be WW tb* Mid BvnoB^ take a faU hanel o( mbIiwm 
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whh bnl two of BD(«n of oneol hi* hMida aai ta*rf It 
tiom the 1»ge bead to tbe and of ihe lUf*." 

Sinou Willanl testified to being in Fftlmoath, 
Me , in September, 1689, when some one ma 
" 0nD)m«DdliiK ilr. Bunongbt, hit MmngUi, Mrbat llwk 
ha oonld hold oat hii gun with ooe btad. Hi. BomMgha 
Iwlng there taid, I linid mj hand here behind the look ud 
took It up «nd held It out. I, Mid deponent, mw Mr. 
BuiToaghs iiut like liand on the gan, to (bow n* bow ht 
held it end where hn held hb haod, end leTliii there b« 
held hli liaud when he held hli gtin oat; bst I mw hint 
nut hold it out ilieo. Seld gnu wu abont mtbo foot ban*I . 
•nd verjr hea*7. I then triad to hold oat tald fun with 
both handi ttut oanid not do It long enongb to t*k* dght. " 

Willard also deposed that when he waa in 
garrison at Saco some one in apeaking of Bui> 
roughs' great strength said he oonld take a 
barrel out of a canoe and carry it and set it on 
the shore, and Burroughs s.iid he had " carried 
a barrel of uiolasses or ciditr and that it had 
like to have done him a displeasure, so he inti- , 
matfd that he did not want strength to do it 
but the dittadvautage of the shorn was snob that 
his foot slipping in the svid he had liked to 
have strained his leg." Benjamin HntcLiosoQ 
teutitieil that he met Abigail Williams uoe day - 
about 11 o'clock in the fon-noou, in Salrm Vil- 
lage, bmroughs was then in Maine, a hundred 
miles awiiy. Shu tuld him uhe tbrn saw Bur- 
roughs. Hutchinson asked where. She an- 
swftred, "there," and pointed to a rut in the 
road. Hutchinson threw an iron fork towarda 



thfl pIwM when ihe Mid ihe saw Bonooghs. 
^raiiuu fell into a fiC 

Oeadac tmt iIm Mid, " Ton iMve totn hli oo»t tor I h«Md 
It iMf." "WbMMbontaT wld I." "Oa one tide Mid 
■ha.'* Tlwa wa wrat lo Uia hooaa of Uanl. Inganoll, and 
I wMt IbIo a paat room aod AbtKall eama la aod Mid, 
"then ba ■tandf." I tald, "wharaT wheraf " and prea- 
Mtlj dmw mr raplar. Then AMgall mU " ha i« pma bnl 
Ihera i« a pay ML" Than I Mid " wbanabcmiar " 
"Thaia," Mid aha, " than." Than I itraek wlih mj 
iMpttr and i^ Ml Inta a fit; and whan It wh orar aba 
Mld,''ro«kUladbar." 

HntoUnson uid he oould not aee the oa^ 
whereupon Williains informed his oredulooa 
wol that the spectre o( Sarah Oood had oome 
in and carried away the dead animal. 

TheM affairs, be it remembered, ooearred Id 
broad daj-ligtit. Deliverance Hobbe, oalled as 
a witness in the case, protested her iunooeaoe. 
SnbseqneDtlj she was examined in prison and 
eoDfessed tiiat she was a witob. She had at- 
tended a meeting of witches where fiurrougba 
was preacher, and "pressed them to bewitoh all 
in the Tillage, He administered tha saorament 
to them with red bread and red wine like blood. 

, . . Her danghter, Abagail Hobbe, being 
brought in at the same time, while her mother 
was present, was immediately taken with a- 
dreadful fit ; and her mother being asked who 
it was that hurt her daughter, answered it was 
Qoodaun Ooc^t *ltd ah* M« Urn attd tlM 
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gratis womaa of Boston striTing to Ivrak bar 
dai^hter'aoeok." 

I qaote at this point a deposition exaotl^ u Z 
find it OD the files, without the change of a 
Utter or a punctuatioo mark. Besides being a 
good illustration of the eTidence relied upon to 
oonviot persons of witohoraft, it gives an in- 
sight into the intelleotual condition of a portion 
of the people of the day : 

Tha eompUiDt o( fiamuol Sheldon agBlnat Ifr. Bnnooglis 
which brought t, book lo mM and told mM U 1 would not 
Mtmjhuid too it lire woald texrme lopeeuei 1 told hlmt 
wonld not then h« toli meeheewanldSlerreine todeMh 
theDthenextmonilnghMtouldmehMaoaldiiotiitan«iii«a 
to death buthee voiilddioukanieeaolhatnijTittklstiiaald 
doe me liut litl good ihen be tould in«« bli name wm 
bonos which had preached at the Tilaje the last night he« 
oame to mee and asked mea whlilier I would goa to Uie 
Tillage to norrow (o witneu agaluM ]ilm 1 asked him If 
he wai examined tlien lie told nice liee wai then I told him 
1 wonld Koe then bee totd me* bee would kil me befora 
morning then hee apeared lo mee at the house of nalhan- 
alel IngolsoD aiid told moe bee had been the death of 
thrrd children at tha eastward and had klled two ol hia 
wife* the firit he smothered and the seootid he ehoakad 
uid.kllled two of his own childien. — 

Ann Pntoam, it will be remembered, told an 
entirely different story about the way in whioh 
Burroughs " killed his two first wives," and' she 
claimed to hare the story directly from the ap- 
paritions of those wives. 

A jury of seven appointed to search the body 
of Mr. Burroughs for witch narks reported that 
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ibej £oniid nothing bat what irai Datonl. He 
mw oonviotod, however, and on the 19th of 
August hanged on Gallowa hill^ Salem. 

0»I«I Mj* li« wH " cwtM In • CMt with th« otbers 
throosfa tha ■■!««(• of Balem to azMnlion, When he wm 
«pMi thalmdder heaud«ft«p««ehfor UiedAuiogof ht« In- 
BoofDCT wl'b Kuib mIwmi and wriotu esprauion* m wan 
to tha admlrathn ot all piMant: hb pnjrar which he ooa- 
elndad by npMtllUK th« Lnrd'i pKj«r ao well worded asd 
nu«r»dwlihnich oomiMMdnsMkiidiach (m l«MtM«iiiliig) 
ferrancj o[ ipiiit, u wu Torj affocilng, and diaw tMn 
bom iDujr, M that U tMmAd to some Uutt th* tpaeiaum ^ 
would h Id der tha szeentitm. Tha accniar* uld tha black 1.. 
man «toad mod dictated to litiii.H As mxa aa ha wm 
tnnwd off, Hi. Cotton Ualher, baing mountad upon a bona, 
add naiad hi maell to the people; pu^jr todeolara that ha 
(Borrongha) was no ordained mlniiter, and partly tnpnmmi 
the people ot hla galll aajlng Ihat tha derll has often been 
Iransformad Into an angal of lifcht ; and thli somewhat ap- 
peased the people and the eiecatlon went on. When ha 
was eat down, be wasdngged by the halter to a hole, «(. 
ItraTe, between the rocks, about two feet deep, hi* shirt and 
breeches being pulled off, and an old paliot trowien o( one 
•lecnied pat on his lower parts. Hawassopatia logether. 
with Wlllird and Carrier that one of his hands and hla! 
chin, and a (oot of one of them, wen left nnoavend.")* 

Judge Sewall wrote under date of August 19 : 

" This day George BniTDtigh*, John Wlllard, John Proo- 

tar, llMtha Oarrler and Oanrge Jaoote wen eieeated at 

It A penni mllty of wlTebonft was lappoaed to be looap^ 
tale et repealing the Loid'* prayer coneoUy, altbongh this was 
ealy iBcldenlsl and eonoborailTe tesUmeoy and was nerar 
•saBidsivdBslDaiirseB>eeoBeiaslT«. It is not oertain that tha 
niwUtkia wsa always dasssaded by tMnagiatntas or Jndgea. 
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Salem, • tmt grMtt nnmbei of ipMiMon b«(B( pHMS^ 
Mr. Cotten HMbar wm then, Kr. Blm, Hftle, Nojrea, 
Cheerer &o. All of (hem »*ld tbey were Innooent, Qwrier 
and ell. Mr. ICuhor nji they ell died by e BIgliteow 
Bciileace. Mr, Borroach tajrlibBpeodi, Piver, preeeata- 
Uon ol hit JimaoBiioe did nncb move nntlilnhlDK pi 
which DccailoDi UmIt ipeeUni herdl j oi 

Thus ended the life of the moat importuit 
penooage ezeonted daring tbis period and one 
of th^ most noted of witohoraft Tiotims in the 
hUtot? of the world. Whftterer opinions we 
may entertain with regard to the general ■abjeot 
of witchcraft, or of the mistakee of the oourts 
in these cases, onlj one opinion seems possible 
eoneeming the treatment of the accused before 
and after trial. Tbey were treated with tha 
grossest brutality, from the beginning to tha 
end, from the most aged and infirm to the 
youngest and most innooent 

UBeweli Fwen^ Ma 
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ffl^KBIDGET Bishop wu umted April 19, 
^^P 1692, OD • Tunat issued the day before. 1 
@Sw Her examination took place on tbe day 
of arrest, and she was committed to jail. 
Bridget was the seoond wife of Edward Bishop, 
" aawyei." Bishop was her third husband. Her 
first was one Wasslebee, and her second, Thomas 
OliTBr. Bishop himself married again nine 
months after Bridget was hanged. The Bishop^ 
at the time of Bridget's arrest were living near 
the line between Salem Villaga and Bererly, on 
the road which now leads from North Beverly 
to Danrersport, and nearly opposite tbe Cherry 
hill farm. Goodwife Bishop kept some sort of 
a poblia house for tbe entertainment of travel. 
en. From the documents on file it appears that 
ahe sold oider, if nothing stronger, and that her 
guests sat np late at night playing at shovel- 
board, drinking and making so mnch noise that 
the neighbors complained of the place. Bishop 
and his first wife Hannah, were befraethe eoort 
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ia 1663 and fined, he for " pilfering of apples " 
and lying, and she for stealing ludiaa corn and 
lying.* Bishop was also fined for contempt of • 
court in not obayiog a Bummons iu January^ 
1691!. Bridget Bishop was arrested on a cliargs 
of witchcmft in 1680, tried and discharged. It 
is evident, therefore, that neither of the lu stood 
before the community in the best poenible light. 
Any new charge to the discredit of either was 
quite likely to be believed. 

Snmni-l Orayj who preferred the charue of 
witchonift aj-ainst this woman in 1680, t^stififd 
lung after, on liis death bed, his sorrow and re- 
penlnnce for such acimsiilions as being wholly 
grouniili'ss.* The court rpjiorter on the occaaioa 
of Bridget' Bishop's nxainiriatiun before the 
magitttriites in 1603 left litis n-cord : 

Ai iflon ax Bh« cnine near all till Inin flu. 

Mary Walcutl Kkiil 'hit* lii-r bnilliur JmiBtlinn atroke liai 
appearniico ■nd kIio anw ihni \,b 1i:ii1 tors licr cnul iii MiHk- 
IngBiiiltheliPiirdit tour. L'|H»iw>moReiircli In Dm mun m 
nnt that soenia to aiinwcr what iroa alleged wna found. 

Thoyany you bewitched .loiirfinit boattand to death.— 1( 
It pJeaie your womhip, I know nothing ot it. 

She ahaka her beucl and tlm afflicted wen tortiirad. 

The like agaiit upon motion ol her be*d. 
The court sought to uiLike her confess by lead- 
ing questions repeated in varinus forms, but 
was unable to shake her firm dttiiinl of every 
charge. 
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Th« report oontinnea t 

Than ■)>• tnnod mp har •!•• Mri tb* ^m of Um aMIetod 
wan tamed op. 

n ti»7 ba ran do not know that ao7 hava Mfi(M«ad to- 
day who hara bean axanlnod beloia yoo that tha; an 
wirehea.— Ko, I know nothing at ft. John Hntohlnaon 
and John Lewli In open oooit alBimad that thaj had told 
bar. 

Why.look joa,yoaare tahennowlnaflatlla.— I dSd not 
bMrtbtm. 

The remainder of the report is so Dearlj like 
thit ID other oases that its ose here would be 
mere repetition. The prisoner was sent to jail, - 
The new court of Oyer and Terminer, which had 
been ooDStttnted bjr Gov, Pbips on May 27, sat 
in Salem, June 2, for the trial of Bridget 
bishop, Bebecca ^nrae and others. She was, 
^lerefore, one of the first persons tried by the 
new ootut, and one of the first of the alleged 
witches of Salem and Salem Village to be tried 
in 1692. The evidence against her at this trial 
has come down to us with « oonsiderable dejp-ee 
of fulness. There were five indictments. They 
oharged the prisoner in the usual form with 
witchcraft in, upon and against Mercy Lewis, 
Abigail Williams, Mary Waloott, Elizabeth 
Hubbard and Ann Putnam, respectively. In 
addition to the onstomary testimony of the af- 
flicted that the shape of the aooused did often 
pinoh, bite, choke and otherwise hart them, and 
had urged them to write their names in a book, 
Tbioh the apparition called "our book," tlkey 



manifested the nanal eridflooM of torton in tbt 
coort n»m. Among the istereating tmtimoof 
io the case wu thit of William Staoey, who de- 

pospd that he had tlie Bmall pox tome thirteen 
yean before, and Bridget Biahop prof eased great 
lore for him in hia affliotion. Some time after 
he did aome vork for her, for which she paid 
him three pence. He pnt the money in his 
pocket ; but had net gone abore three or four 
rods when he lookvd in bis pocket bat coald not 
find any mon^. One day he met Biahop gmng 
to mill ; she asked him whether his father would 
grind her grist. He wished to know why ahe 
aaked. She answered, because folks ooaoted her 
a witch. 

"DepoMotmkds uuwei he did not donbt hl« tethig 
would frlnd It, bat bdiDg kods Bbont ali lodi tram hw «ilh 
ftUMlIloadlDhiiout, niddeiitj ths off whwlplampador 
■nnk down Into a hole npon plijn groand, thU tbU dopo* 
nent wu forced to gat ooe to help htm get tha whMl 
out. AfterwMdi he wont book to look for uii hola wham 
hit wheal mnk In, bot oonld not Sod enjr hole." 

One winter about midnight he felt something 
cold pressing on his teeth between his lipa. He 
saw "Bishop sitting on the foot of the bed." 
She " hopt upon the bed and abont the room." 
Some time after, Stacey, 

"InBduknIght, wM Rolng to tlie bam, whowHmid-' 
deoly Uken or boUted from iIiefcroaDd, thnw agnlnat » 
■tone wall, atior that taken up afcalo and throwed down » 
bank at Ibe end of the bouse. Some time after tbla dep^ 
MBtmM tUaald Bridget BUh^ by Isaao SidiM'a briok 
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Ull ; Kf ler he had paMed by llili dvpooent'* bone alood etUl 
wllh a imall limi pilnic op liMI, w> that Ihe boTM tryins lo 
df»w, all hia imh flew In plcoee and ihe cart fall down." 

BcT. John Hald of Beverly, teati&ed that the 
wife of John Trask desired of him that Bi>bop 
be not permitted to reoeire the Lord's Supper 
till she had given wtisfaotinn for some offence* 




that were against her because she " did entertain 
. certain people in her house at unseasonable 
hours in the night to keep drinking and placing 
at shovel-board whereby discord did arise in the 
other families and young people were in danger 
to be oomipted." He greatly feared that " if a 
■top had not been put to those diaonlers Edward 
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Bishop'i house would have been a bouse of great 
prophainness and iniqaity." The next news he 
heard of ChriBtian TiaalL was that she was "dis- 
tracted," and her husband said abe was so taken 
the night after she complameJ of Goody Bishop. 
He continued his testimony at length, stating 
that the "distractions returned from time to 
time until Mrs. Trask died. As to the wounds 
that she died of I did obserre three deadlj 
ones, a piece of her windpipe out out, another 
wound above it through the wind pipe sad gul- 
lets the reins they call jugUr, m thnt I then 
judged and still do apprehentl it impossible for 
her with so short a pair of scissors to mangle 
herself so without some extraordinary work of 
the devil or wiuihcraft." la there any reason to 
doubt, after reading this testimony, that Cbria- 
tian Trask was insane, and so committed sui- 
cide? 

Two witnesses testified that on taking down 
the cellar wall in the old Bishop house where 
Bridget lived in 1685, they found in holes in the 
wall several poppits mode up of rags and hog's 
brussels with headless pius in thsin with the 
points out. Poppits w?r) believed to represent 
the person whom the witch desired to afflict, and 
by sticking pins into those images the mischief 
was supposed to be mysteriously and safely ao- 
oompliahed. Whatever was done to the images 
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• wta, ao the belief nui, done to the person whom 
they represeoted.* 
Satnoel Shattnok tesUfied that Bridget Bishop 

. oune to hit hoiue to buy a hogsbetd which he 
Mked Teiy little for, and she went away withoat 
it Sandry olbn times she came in a smooth 
flattering nianner he bad thought since to make 
mischiff. At or very near this time his eldest 
child which bad promised much health and un- 

. derstanding was " taken in a drooping condition 
and as she came often to the bouse it grew wone~ 

. and worse. As he would be standing at the 
door would fall oat and bruise his face upon a 

■ great step-stose as if he had been thrust out by 
an inrisible band." Sometimes the child would 
go out in the garden and get on a board and 
when they would call it it would walk to the 
end of the board and hold out its bands as if it 
eonld eome no further and they had to lift it off, 
Again, Bishop brought him a pair of sleeves to 
dye> He dyed them and she paid him two 
penoe. He gave the money to Henry Williams, 
and Williams told him he put it in a purse 
among some other money and put the purse in a 
box and locked the box. He never after found the 
money or purse in the box. " It had gone out" 
John Lander testified that Bishop oame into bis 
loom one night and sat on his stomaoh. He pat 

SBmw iMt. BM. <ML| IL, Uh 
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ont bis bands and she grabbed bim ij tbe tbrokt 
and choked him. One Sunday vhilehetemained 
at borne : 

" The door bclag ahut I did •«• b blKck pig in ibe icon 
VMniDR lowirdi me, w I weot toward* It to kick It uid It 
. TtnUbed tvaj. InincdiAtelj after I lat dcnm in ft numr 
bar uid dill «ae k black IhlDg Jump iato the window and 
dune anil ibiod ]iu>t be(ot« tnr lace upon the bar, and Um 
body ci[ It looked Ilka a mniikey and I being freatly at- 
bifthteil, not boliiK able to epeak or help ujielt bj tewMa 
«f tear I eappoM, to ihe thing apaka to ma and wid, I am a 
mmenger MQt to yon (oi I nndrntand foa an tconblad ta 
niiud, and it jron will be ruled bj ma jou (halt want lor 
Dothing In this world, upon which I endeavoted to oUp mjr' 
hand* n'foti It, and Mid yon devil I will kill jon, but oooM 
feel no (nb^tance and It jumped out of the window acaln, 
and iDimedlatrly came la by the porch alLhongh the doon 
were ahut, and lald yon had better take mj ooonell, what*- 
upon I srrooke at It wiih a ailck bnt itraek the groood-allL 
1 hen fait arm waa dicenoabled, and opening ihedoor utd 
going ont he aaw Blihop In her orchard going toward* her 
honae, and aeeing her bad do power to aet one toot befoi* 
the other." 

Another piece of testimony against Bridget 
bishop was that of John Bl; and wife. Thej 
bad a dispute with tbe^Biahops about a bog. 
They testified that the hog was taken witb 
"strange fits, jumping up and knocking bar 
bead against the fence, and seemed blind and 
deaf, and would not eat, neither let her pig* 
Buck but foamed at the mouth." They gave it 
red oohre and milk which made it better but 
soon " it did set off jumping and running aa if 
she was stark mad, and, after that was well 
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•gain, and ve did then ipprebend or judge and 
. do«till, that said Bi<bop bad bevritrhed said 
BOW." John Cook told the ctmrt that fire or. 
six years pnTioualy he waa aasaulted with the 
ahape of the prisooer 'in bia ohamber, «nd so 
terrified that an apple tliat be had in liid band 
flew stiangetf from bim into bis mother's lap 
six or eight feet distant 

The trial occnpied moat of the week. Bridget 
was convicted and sentenced to be hanged. She 
was executed on Friday, June 10, being the only " 
person banged on that day, and hence the first 
victim of the great wiichcraft delusion of 1092. 
Calef aays, " ahe made not the'least confession 
of anything relating to witchcraft."* Of her 
execution we have no details, but the court 
records contain the origiual varrant for her exe- 
oation and the alieriff's return thereon. As this 
is- the only death warrant which has been pre- 
served in these cases it is quoted here in full : 

To O«or|[e Conrln Kont" Hlfh Sheriff of the oonntj' of 
Emm gnetiag : 

Wb«reM Rrldgnt Bidiop, >1» OllTer, the wlfs of EJirud 
BMop ol Salem in the connly ol Esmi, Mvjer, >t t, tpeo- 
IbU court of Otw uid TormliMT lield at SAlem t])e McoDd 
iay of thb iBttant month of Jnne tor the coantyea of E^ 
am, lUddlMu and Snffolk before William Stoofthlon Eiq. 
•Dd Ilia ueocUte jiutleee et tlie Mid e-nrt wai Indlctod 
and MnigiMd upon flre aoTeial ioillctiaenta tor nring,' 
pnctidiis aad eKOKdiiDg osthe njiitemith day of April 
iMtpMtaod dim* Other daja and tlniM beloce aodaft«c 
4 rowiw^ Bd..Mr. 
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oerUln acta o( w<tclicrart nn anil nponihobodjM of AbU 
ItBil Winiamlt Ann I'uiiinin Junr. ilmy Lowi* M>7 Wal- 
Mlt«»il Elixab"lli IliiUianliirSikliim VillaeaiiiDglflWOnMii 
Tlicrrbv tlicirboilj-HAi n-i'io hurt nlHiclcd plnMl cooimnwd 
WKHteil mill Innueiitnl nmiRiry t-> ilio forme o( tlMRlAtuI* 
In tliat MM inaila nnil |ip>vi(lo>l. To wliicli Inillctr.iMii tha 
Kiiil trlilnat lllrilio|> pluailcil imtRuiliraiHl tiirtiyBllliorcof 
l>iit IuthpU upou (iikI and lipr cnniilry wtitrcupnit alia 
i> • t < ;;■ i ty t tl f I >• n 1 <r IH mh wl rrutt %\ p 




k.pihI IndiUod and wntencc of dcalli nci onlink'y pwwed bj^ 
hrr HH lliu law din-cia. Execution wlnTcot yi-t rcmairu ta 
bo dniio. Tlicnt) uro iliprrforo In tho iiniiio ol their inaj(M)- 
(li's Willlniii uikI Mary iinw Kiii<;niid Qi:.;i-ii over England 
&.r l.i «L;I :ki.I cmiiMMul )-,m lli.it uii.in Frj-.lav iioxl bciiif- 

hours ul I'iKUt and iviiivi- In llie aforcuoon »t llio same day 
yon KuFely coikIuci Ihu Hd Itri'lj-pt Bishup aU Oliver Irom 
tlieir majties qoal in Salem aforead 10 the place of eisco- 
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tlM and than eMue ber to ba haagrd b^ tha Hack nntU dia 
' ba daad, and of jow dolnp hatein nuha ratum ta tba 
Qlarka of tba ad oonrt sad pr oept. and hereof jfia ua not 
10 falle M j¥)ar peril and IbU aball be foui inlSdetit war- 
nat sivau andar mj band and ae»I at Boaion ihe eighth 
dy of Jona In tba foartli yeai of iba Taign of oni Sortrgne 
Irocd M iMAf WUIiam It Umj now King and Qneaa ovac 
■aglaad ft« aniMgr doM UBl 

William Slonghtoil 

AMMdlng to Iba within wriuen praoapt I hare taken the 
body ol Ihe within naatH Brigau Blabop oat o( their majea- 
liea goal In Salem and nfely oouTeighed ber to tha plaoa 
pmvided tor bei rxaeufam and canaad je ad Brigatt (o be. .. 
banfed by the nook aotlll aha wai dead [and buried In the 
place] all wbleb waa aoeordlng to Ihe time within leqalred 
and ao I make ntotne b^ me'. 

Oeoige Corwln Bherlff. 

The wordg in brackets in the sheriff'! retitrn 
were written in the original and then paitially 
«raud. They are important, however, M indi- 
cating the dispoeition of Bishop's body, TSo 
donbt other bodies were disposed of in the same 
manner. Corwin probably erased the words 
after writing them because the matter of burial 
was Dot luvutioned in the warrant. 

The history of the Jacobs family in cOQDeotioB 
with the witaboraft prosecatious is peculiarly 
interesting. Oeorge Jaoobs, Sen., Qeorge 
Jacobs, Jun., and bis wife Rebticca and daughter 
Uargaret, were all aooused. The old man moat 
haTe been seventy years of age or more, for he 
had long, Sowing white bair. He lived on » 
tanu in what was then known as Northfielda, 
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ud in Salem rather than Salem Village bat on 
territoiy now inolnded in the town of Dan- 
Tert. The exact aite was near the month of 
Eodicott or Cow House river, the first of the 
three rivers one crosses in driving from Salem to 
Sanvers, Jacobs was evidentlj a man of some 
property, and probably 8 good average citizen; 
but, like most of the others who fell under sns- 
pioion of witchcraft, and for that matter, man/ 
of their neighbors, he had had a little trouble 
which had brought him into court. The records 
show that in 1677 he was fined for striking a 
man. Hi; son, George, jun., three years earlier, 
was sued by Nathaniel Putnam to tvcover the 
value of some horses that he had ohas«d into the 
river where they were drowned. The court 
found against Jacobs.* On the 10th day of Hay, 
1692, Hathomo and Corwin issued a warrant 'to 
the constable of Salem " directing him to Mp- 
prebeiiil Qeorge Jacobs, sen., of Salem, and 
Miirgaret Jacobs, daughter of George Jacobs, 
juD., of Salem, single woman. On the same 
day, Joseph Neal, "constable for Salem," re- 
turned that he had apprehended the bodies of 
George Jacobs, sen., and Margaret Jscobs. They 

BG«area J>entM,]ua., bciog compUlDed of for drlTlns of 
brirM-t iiihi ttia rtm ud threileDlng u droim tham aoil lama 
borrNlnat tntl one found dead in ttie rlTerib'inlj klWrvinU 
(b* court .... (uund thauld JmoM blumtbl* and tbat 
tbnj doadjudfn blm to p<r Uircl>»r)te>tl(lDKupuDUie hearing 
of tbeoMO, (he ooitaU W). Count)' Coort, Salam. I, Ho. U. 
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vere taken to Salem that day, and the examina* 
tion of the old maa waa begun at once. Attn 
•ome praliminarj questions and the usual " snf> 
ferioga " of the afflicted, the report contiaoes, 
Jacob* MTing:" 




ImmMlnwramtBatheohlldbornto^dght. I h>Ta liTvd 
Uyeu* lMr« In Balem. 

Wlut Ifaan T— II ra« SMI p>ov« tlut I am piiltj I wlU lj« 
wtdnlt. 

0uah Ohonlilll nid, lut nl^l I wu BffllclAd at Dmmmb 
laienoll't, and Harr WbImm mU. It was a man with 9 
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Pi»; do not accrue ma, I mb M de«r u jou wcmUps 
Tod iiiuit dorlKLcJudKcmenU. , 

WliBtbuok did liBbtiDg yoa, SanhT— Tha Mua book 
that Ihs otliei wonun bnuglit. 

Tli« dBvll call go In any «liap«. 

Did tie not appur ou ihe ntlier aide of the rivei kod hazt 
jour Didii<it]rouaealilin?-YM,1iedid. 

Look tlipre, alie ai'ouelli'fon to your fain, alie olwiipAh 
jou that ;ou Iiuit her trier. lalt not tnie?— Wb«t w»uld 
you hava nw mj ? I n«Ter wronged no nuui la void nor 
deed. 

Here areaeTlilences.— Yon tax roe (orawlntMd. T«a' 
maj as ■ell tax nia fur a biiziard. I liave done no bnrni. 

Is It not lianu lo nfHtct tlieee?-I nCTcr did It. 

But hoir ramtt it to be In yonr eppeuauceT— Tlie devil 
an take any llceniie. 

Nut vrltliout tliclr conMut.— Pleaaa jour wontiiis, it U 
nntrua, I iiover iliovred lliu biiok. I uniilly about ihaaa 
things ai tlio cliild boni lut nl^lit. 

Tliat Is ynur aayhig. Ynu arKue you liava IWed ao lon|t, 
but what tlien, Cain might (hav>-) live no longbefitra' 1m ' 
hilled Abel aud you miglit live long before the derll had m 
prevailed oil you. — Christ liaUi auRerstl 3 times fur ue. 
' WliattlijeetImM?— KosufTcied tlieornuandgal . . 

You had H good coDleM (said Sarah Cliurcfalll)lt yonu* 
fullty. 

Have you heard that I have any wItebcim/tT 

I know tliat jou le»d a wicked -life. 

Lrt her m.ke it out. 

Dotli lie ever pray in hla family? 

Nut unless by himself. 

Why do you not pny In your family?— I cannot lead. 

Well yon may pny for all that. Can yon say the Locd'a 
pra> er ? I^et us hear you. 

He might [missed] In sevrral parts ot It & oonM oot i^ 
peat it right atler many trials. 

Sarali Cliurcliill, when you wrote in the book you waa 
thowed your master's name you said — Yea sirr. 
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W«ll.bBniBMOr UagDM IwUlfUsd In t)i« tnlh U 
Obilrt. I know notUni «( It. 

Tbii ezuaination, begun ob the lOth, was bos* 
pended for some reuoo before completion, and 
finished on the llth. On that day the aconsing 
girl* were present in fall force. Among them 
was Sarah Cbnrobill, who gave rery poeitire 
erideaoe against the prisoner. Sabsequently, 
Sarah IngerBolt deposed. — , 

TliBtM«ln|{ Sanh ChaMhill after bar wumlnktiMi, iha 
nine to me orjliiK, and wrioslnK her bande, eeeminKlj 
Mneh inabled la tpirit. I Mked her whet ailed her. Bhe 
aoBwarad ihe had undone henell. t asked Id what. Bhe 
Mid In beljins henelt and othen In eajies ehe had let her 
band (a the deTll'i book wheieet the eald I nsTai did. I 
told her I believed ehe had eet her hand to the book. Bhe 
eoawBied and laid, no, no, no. IncToidld. leaked heitben 
what made her lajihe did. She aniweied beoeoie Uiej 
thieMened her, and told her thef would put ber Into the 
dnngeon and pot her elonft with Hr. Burronghi, and thos 
aereral tlmei (ha followed me npand down telling me ehe, 
had andoae benelf, hi belying heieelf end other*. I a-ked 
her whjihe did not denjihe wrote it. Bheti>ld mebeeauae 
•be had elood ont lo long in It, that now ehe dunt not. She i 
tald, alao, that It abe told Hr. Nofee but one* ihe had fet 
her hand to the book, be would brlleve her, bntlt ehe told 
the tmth, and Mid ihe h^ not let her hand to the book k 
handled tlmee ha wonld not belioTe her. 

George Merrick testified that in May he went 
to the jail and searched the body of Jacobs. He 
fotwd a tett andei the right shoulder h qaarter 
of an inch long. He ran a pin through it but 
<* there was neither water, blood nor corruption, 
DOT aay other matter, mod so we make return." 



BUDOCr BISHOP AKD TIU JACOM VAMII.T. 163 

The following doaament ii alao among the pk- 
pen. — 

«•• whoM MunM ki« nodei wilttm havlBf nc^vad mm 
wdarfrom javtKe to Much ja bodjrca o( Qooik* Ubt- 
loajfaa and Geofp) Jaoobi v«ci flod nothing npon je bodf 
of yo ftbnTs MTd Bnnonghi Imt wt la nMaimll bat apon j* 
bodyot 0«aix« jMObt WM find 3 tatti well kooocding to }• 
bast at OQi JndgameDti wm think Sa not natamll br w«o 
nnaplnn ttirongh S o( ]rm Mnd hewu notatnenria of It 
one of them btlng within hU moath apmi f IimUo of Ua 
light ch«sk ud 2d npon hU ri^t (bovMoi Ukd* m4 m Sd 
apon hU right hlpp. 

Kd Waleh sirome John Flint Juat 

WtllOilitwonn TomWMtawonM 

ZebOUlJnm Bam Hotgu iworiM 

John Ban Jnrat. 

The juiT found Jwobs guilty, and he was aen- 
tenoed to the gallows, and executed on Augnat 
19.* After bis coadennatioD the sheriETs officer* 
went to his bouse and seized all his goodn, and 
even took bis wife's wedding ring. It was with 
great difficulty that ebe obtained it again. 8b« 
was under the necessity of buying proTiaiona of 
the sheriff, such as be~bad taken from her. 
These not beiug sufficient to sustain lite; the 
neighbors supplied her with more. 

In the mean time warrants were issued on 
May 14, for George Jacobs, jun., and his wife 
Kebecca. Jacobs escaped. When the oonatablea 
took Rebecca she had four youug children in her 
borne. Some of them followed her on the road, 
but being too young to continue far they wore 
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left behind, and 



sued for bjr th« 
neighbors. Be> 

becca Jaoofae was 
kept in irons eight 
mooths, then in> 
dieted and broogbt 



ualnfd uid ndepoallad 
Ib lbs Mrtt «b«r« 1IM7 
hAd lain rivnoirlj two 
amtsrla*. Tim ikoll 
«■> fnoBd to b* falrl; 
vail pmam-d. Tk« Jaw 



•nxoM. ABManapIn 
WM th* only utiol* 

tODBd Mn tiM baQM. 

ran II J tradition haalt 
' tbat JiMlM waa baaiad 
VB a traa on hii own 
farm. Mr. & K. Endi- 
BMt aaja hl« tJtaO- 
Botbar, a dlr«et daM«n- 
daiit, told liliB uut tha 
feodj after azaeatloD In 

h >na for bnitol by faia 



iMt HIat. CoU^ I., n I 
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to trial on January 3, ir>93. She was promptly 
acquitted. In the mean time touching petitiona- 
had been presented to the chief justice bjr the- 
motJier, and to Gov, I'hips, praying for her re^ 
lease. They were of no avail. The woman wa» 
kept in a dungeon, half fed, and uncared fur be- 
yond what was necessary to sustain life, tlirough 
the lung winter months. Her treatment was iu 
keeping; with that of other victims. In cruelty 
and birbarity it must be franlcly said that it finds 
parallel only in the acts of the savages of the 
forests. Whether the uiHciala were actuated by 
honest motives in the piosecutious, may be a fair 
question, but t iciu i» nu i]iiostion that the treat- 
ment of prisoners was uialignnnt and full of the 
spirit of persecution. 

ifargaivt Junobs, to save herself from j)unish* 
ment iicknowU^ilged that she wiis a wituh ami 
testilied against hi-r grandfather, and also 
against Mr. Hinronghs. Ou August 2(>1«92, the 
day after Mr. Burroughs- and Geiirge Jacobs, 
sen., were executed, she addressed a letter to ber 
father as follows : — 

Honored fntlictp— After my liumblnilnty roinoii-bored to 
yoii, liopiii); iu tlio Ijonl of your goixi liniltli, u bIcsMil bo 
God I enjoy, tliougli ii'i ilI>iiiii1uiico ot affliction, biring cltMs 
eoiifliicil Iiere in a loatliwmo dungeon, tlio LonI look duwa 
ill iitrrry ui'nn me. out kiiowini; liou' boon I Blmll bo put to 
deotli, by means of tlio Hfliirtcd iicrwun. My ginndf.itlior 
baviiif; niiffcrcd already mill all Iuh «stato Kciicd for die 
kill);. Tbo rciMoii of my courinomcnt Istbiii, I havin);, 
through (he magistntes' (hrMteDiugs, Mid my owd Tile 
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■■d vntohtd Imut, txmtmmi aaranl thlnci oodtnrr to 
07 awn cooaoienoa and knowMf*. thoDf h to ths wound- 
ing ol mj own aonl, ths l»rd pudon me tor It. But O. Uis 
Umn ol • wooiided aoiucl«iioo, who can bewT Dut 
bloMd be tha Lord, lie would not Irt me go '-n In mr tins, 
bBtlnQMRj, I hopo, to mj aoal, woald nntinlTer mo to 
. keep H la any longer, but I waa rorced Xn eonfeM tlie trnth 
tt aXl baton the roajcfaUatoa. who would notbetleTemr, 
but 'tla tlirir plcarnra to put ma hata, and God knowa how 
■ooalahallbepntlodeath. Dear father, let me beg jonr 
mr*" M the Lord ott nj beti»lt, and aand u a Jojrful and 
bappf nMBtlnK In HeaTen. If j mother, poor woman, ia 
ymrj cntcjr, and rememliet* bet kind Ioto t« 70U, and to 
■Bola, ris. d — A — , ao leaTlnn jvn to the pntaotloa of tha 
Letd, I reel joor datlfnl dani^tar. 

llaixBiet Jaooba. 
From tha dungeon 
In Salem prlaon, 

Aag.ao,iae3. 

At tta« next sesaioD of tha court Uargarat 
mads another ooDfessiou in which she said, 

"The lioid abora knowa I know nothing In the least 
maaanra, bow or who afflicted them, thar told me without 
doabt I did, or elfe they would not Ull down at m«, thej 
toldmelll would not coit(«« I (ho«1d b« put down Into 
the dungeon and would be hanged, but it I would oontMa I 
ahonld have my lite. The which did ao affright me with 
By own Tile wicked heart, to aare my lite made me make 
the like oonfeaalon I did, which oontaaaion, may tt pleaae 
the booond eonit laaltogethei falae and nnlnie. . . . 
Wlmtarer I Mid wm aliofether talae aKalnet my jrand- 
father and Mr. Burrougba. which I did to aare my lite and 
(o haTe my llbei^, hot the Lord, cbuging It ta my «od- 
eeiCDCa mado me in ao much bornir that I ooald not eoataln 
MyiaU bafoto I had danlad the oonteMUn. wbloh I did, 
thongh I law nothing but death baton me, oho««lng mthei 
daMh with aqnletoonaolenca than to live In aiieh bonoc, 
wbloh I eoold not Buffer. Wb ai e up aa my d«tylngmyaa»i 



BBIDOtT BISB07 AlTD TBS fAOOM WAJtaT, 167 

She asked the ooort to take pify and oompas- 
sion on her yoong and tender yean, the lUTing 
no friend bat the Lord to plead her oaoM. At 
the time set for her trial abe iraa troubled with 
a dinorder in her head, and thus eaoaped. The 
eridenoe wbioh she giree as to the preasora 
broQght to bear to make her oonfesa herself a 
witch corroborates what was said b; many oth- . 
era, and raises the qneation in oar minds wheth> 
er all the sO'^alled oonfessions were extorted btf 
similar promises of meroy on the one band, and 
threats of poniahment on the other. ICargarM 
remained in prison some time after the piooW 
matioa of freedom was issued b^ the goremor, 
because she oould not pay the fees and ohazgea 
«f ^the jaUer. 



CHAPTER IX. 



THB PROt!TBBa. WaMillU>, CABXIBa Aim BOW. ' 

Sr^^HB story of the trial of Jobn Procter and ; 
^yC^ liis wife Elizabeth in full of interest. The : 
^SL/^ Procters lived originally in Ipgwiob, but 
subsequently in Salem Village, at the point noir 
known as Procter's Crossing in Peabody, The , 
bouse stood near the southerly end of Pleasant 
hill, Procter was a respectable and well-to^o 
farmer. He came into conflict on one or two 
occasions with Giles Corey, but this does not 
•eeiu to have had anything to do with the sub- 
•equent proceedings on the charge of witch- 
crttft against him or his wife, although the same 
- efforts have been made in this case as in many 
others to attribute the prosecution to personal 
animosities, Procter, in 1678, was a referee in 
a case between Corey and John Qloyd. The de- 
cision of Procter, and the other arbitrators was 
against Corey, but that did not appear to create 
any ill-feelings between the two, and they are 
■aid to have drank together after the 
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anil Kotiie one wiu unkind eiioujrli to 8Ugj;est 
th.kt Corey sKt the tint, as already iDeutiuDttd ia 
an e ir i ir cliapiur Ai tUen suted, hewiu ao- 
quiitfd, when brougtit to trial. 











Compliiint was made against Elizabeth Proc- 
ter on April 4, by Cupt. Jonathaik Wftlcdtt and 
Lieut. Xathaniel Inj;eraoU, for afHicting Abigail 
Williams, John Indian, Mary Walcott, Ann 
Putnam and Uercy Lewis. She was arrested on 
the 11th, and taken to Salem for examination, 
together, with Sarah Cloyes, sistw of Uebeooa 
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MuTM. Danfortfa, deputy governor, Samael 
AppletoD, Samnel Sewall and Isaac AiIdingtOQ 
•at with Hathorne and Corwin on this occa- 
sion. Procter himself, like a good hubbaod, 
followpd bis wife to court, but at the coat of bis 
life. The girls of the acoasing circle otied ont 
against him and be vas then and there armted. 
Dnring the examination of Goodwife Procter, 
this scene occurred : 

Elltilwth Piooiw, JIM nndmuiid whenof jon m 
ebuscd, vie, Mb* (ailtj ot aaudrf acti of witcherftft. 
WhatiarTOtttoltr BpMik th« truth, and ■> yoa that an 
•flli«ted, jrottmutBpeak the truth a> you will aniwar for It 
faefomOodaaothardaj. Uacjr Waleott, doth tbli woman 
hut Toar— Inaremwheraot* to ha hart b; her. 

Mercy Lawla, doaa ihe hnit yoaT— (Her mouth wm 

Aan Pnlnan, does aha but yon r—(BIiaeoBld not iptak.) 

Abigail WlUlania, does aha hutToaT— (Harhand vh 
Ihnrt In her own month.) 

John Indian, doeaihahnrtyonf— ThialatbewMnaiillwt i 
«aaM In hrr ahitt and ebokad ma. 

Did Ihe arer brisf the book T— Yea, rii. 

What to doT— To write. 

What, tUa woman T— Yes, ib. 

Arc JOB ania of itT—Yea, sir. 

Apin AU^l Wlllianu and Ann Patnam waia wpok» to 
bgrihaaonit, bat neither of them oonld make any anawai, 
bjiaasonol domtmeaa, ot other Ats. 

What do yoa aay, Ooody Proctar, to Ibaaa tUagi r— I tska 
Ood In Haavan to ba my wlineae, that I know notUagof it, 
■0 ■«•• than tha ehUd anbom. 

AnaPntnam, doth this vouaa but yon T— Tea, air, a 
fiaat many limea. (Thea Iba a o ow ied laobad qoBihan 
aailkaylaUtalolti). 
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Did out yon. Mid AUsaU, tall m* that joor nald had 
wriUMT-DaatchUditUnotM. Then U anotbw ivdi*- 
mant, dear child. 

Than Abigail and Ana had flta. B7 and bj HMf oriad 
oat, " Look yen, then U Ooodj Prociar an tha baMn." 
Shoittf both ol thBm orlod ant of Qoodman Fractal Ub- 
m\t, and nid ho waa a wluard. Inunediatalr ittMaj, If aM 
•U, tha bawltoliad, bad trlaroni fla. 

Ann Patnam, who hurt yea T— Goodnian Froatar and Ua 
wlf«. 

Aftarwaidi, loma of tha aflUotad Dried, thai* la Pnetar 
Kotng to taka np Uia. Papa's laat, and bai faat waia In- 
mad lately takan op. 

What do yon My, Ooodmaa Pioetar, to Ibaaa thlnpT— X 
know Dot, I am Innooe&t. 



Dating tha axamtaatlon of Ellubatb Fiootar, AUgall 
Willlaoia and Ann Putnam both made oflei (oibrlka at 
■- Mid Ptootei but when Abigail'! hand came near it opanad 
— <whereaait vai made up into a flktbeton} and cama dawn 
exoeedlng lightly, u It drew near to Mid Piootai and at 
length, with open and extended flngen. toBohed Pioc t ati i 
hood very lightly. Immediately, Abigail orled oat, bar 
Bngen, hei fiogen, her flngera were trained. 

The fcdlowing document whioh was filed in 
the case of Procter and bis wife and Saiah 
Cloj^es, was tha form used iu all other oases. It 
is quoted here more for the light it throws oa 
the iDethods of iirocedure in those days than for 
its importance in this or any other one case : 

Salem, April Ilth, 1692. Mr, Samuel Parrii waa deaiied 
by the Honorable Mr. Danforth, deputy governor, and the 
council, to take In writing the ■(oreaald eiamic&tioni, and 
accordingly took and dellTercd them In, and upon hearing 
tha Moe, and aealng what wai then Men, together with the 
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durfa of lbs aflUctsd ponoiM, were bj Um advice of the 
Mondl M oommltiad if n*. 

John HBtliom* AM't'a. 

JonUlian Corwin. 
t , Procter and his wif« were brought to trial 
about August 5. I find three iiidictineuts 
agviiist hiiu on the files. One charges that he 
afllirted Mary Walcott on Apiilll; a secoiid 
that lie afflicted Mercy Lewis on the Rame day. 
and the ihird that he afflicted Mary Warren on 
3larch 2C Two indictmeiita against Elizabeth 
l'roct*-r are on file. One charges that she af- 
flicted Mary Walcott^the otlierthat she afflicrled 
Mercy Lewis, the date of the oitence alleged in 
each cane being April 11. Tlie testimony ofTei-ed 
attheae trials differed very little from that used 
to convict in other cases, ami the witnessts were 
■ubstantinlly the same. Une or two of the 
depositions are of rather more than ordinary in- 
terest, perhaps. Among them, I find this some- 
what remarkable proihictinn : 

Elizabrth Dootli tolllici] iliat on ]-o Sill of June 1in{;li 
Joanrs Apercd onto me & tolil mn iliat Eloebrtli I'rocktcT 
kl)cil liim because lie Lul a poglit of nldi-r nl lior wliicb 
be bad nnt i>aid her for. On Juno StU ElcwbolU Shaw 
Aprred on'O mn & told me Jl Elcacbeth Prortor & John 
Wi)lanl'lillcd Her Becaiue ibi- did not nse Ibote doctnia 
aho AdTiaed her to. . . Yeirlfeot John Tnllor Aperod 
onto me and told me Uist Btesebcth Procter kilcd her be- 
oinae the would not give her Aptoa wlien ilie tent Tor ■urn. 
. . . Tbe apparition ol Law Bhapllnj; and DocZem- 
babel Endicott appeared and laid ElJiabeUi Procter killed 
them, and the apparition of Bobert Stone, ma., told him 
thai John Praeter and hU wife killed him, and at the auM 
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tim(^ Il()l>ort Rt'-iio, jr., appeared and Raid Procter and hU 
wife kilhil liiiii because he look his fatiior'g part. 

John Bailey deposed that, 

'* On the 2.'ith of May lant myself and wife boiiif; boand to 
Boston on the mad, when Icaino in alght of the Ihhim 
whore John I'roctcT did live tlicre wa« a very litiitl blow 
struck on my brrast, wiiicli catwcd great p;iiii U\ iny 
stonmcli and ainaz^nient in my )iead, but did neo no porwm 
near nie only my wife on my licrso bohind me on t!io 8.inio 
honie ; and whcMi 1 cnmc Q;;ainst ^itd Procters 1ion.Ho, tie- 
cording to my understanding, I did see Jolm Pnictcr and 
hi8 wifo at .<iaid lioune. I'rorter Idmsclf loolced out i-t tii« 
window, and Iiis wifo did st^nd J'tst with(»ut tlio door. I 
told my wifo of it; and she did look tliat way and kco 
nothing but u littlo maid at tlio door. AftcrwanlA, abnnt a 
mile from the aforesaid house, I wo.^ tsilcen KiKM*cliles» for 
some Hliort time. My wife did OMk mo 8cvcr.il quofionn, 
and desired mo if I couhl m.t speak I should holdup my 
hand; which I did and immediately X could speak om well 
as ever. And when wo came U> the way where Salem road 
comctli into IpHwicli road, tliere I roceivcd another blow on 
my breast, which caused mo so much. pain I cmild not alt 
on my horse. And wlicn I did uli^ht tiff my liorHC, to my 
understanding, I saw a woman coming towards ua aiiout 16 
or 20 pole from us, but did not know who it was. l^ly wifo 
could not see her. WhciuJL did get up on my liorso agalUt 
to my understanding, tliere stood a cow where I saw the 
woman." 

As matter of fact, Procter and his wife were 
at this time, in jail in Boston, and had been 
there since April 11. Bailey was undoubtedly 
frightened at tlie stories he had heard the pre- 
vious evening in Salem Village, where he must 
have passed the night on his way from his home 
in Newbury to Boston. His wife, who perhaps had 
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not heard the Btoriea aboot Proctor and other 
"witrbe*," was not agitated and oould pluoly . 
I __ aee that there was only a maid standiag at the 
door. Aj for Bailey's other troablea that morn* 
ing, we may bilipTe as mnoli or as little as we 
please o( the stoiy he told. We know now that 
then was nut a pAriude of reality in it. It may 
have been deliberate falsehood, or it may have 
been the effeot of a too fervid imagioa'i >n. Of 
Prcotor'B family, Benjamin, the oldest, was in 
prison with his parentoi and his sister Sarah, ' 
aged sixteen, William, aged eighteen, Samael, . 
aged seTen, Abigail between three and foar, and 
. one BtiU younger, were abont home. William 
was sent to prison three days later, so it most 
hare been the *' little maid," Abigail, whom 
Baitey sav standing in the door way. 

Daniel Elliott testified that he heard one of 
the accusing girls say that she cried ont against 
Goodman Procter for sport. "The girls mnst 
hare some sport," she is said to have added.* 

Procter ami his wife were convioted, and sen- 
tenoed to be hanged. Every effort possible was 
made to save him from suffering the penalty, 
John Wise and thirty-ont) old neighbors in Ips* 
wioh signed a petition in his behalf to the 
oonit of assistants They said : 

' ■* V« iMkod It wHhln Um dntlH of nu ehuftr. tkiki 
' f wh w — to do *i w woBld lie dop< by, te aJfTlhwafc 

trvmrnrnfa aaliB WiMhvtfi KtyUtotd, im 
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Matlier, Allen, Hoody, Willard and Bailey, 
whicli was signed bj himself and several of bis 
fellow prisoners, in whiob he said : 

" Hen an Sts perimii wlio hftve laWtjr conlAtMd them- 
•elTM to bo witches, Knd do ucqw •nme o[ ui ot beiag 
nloii|[ wftli tlicin U ft ■acnment, alDce we worA caiiiniltMd 
Inu eloao prlnni, which «ro know i« bo Ilea, two ut (lis Ure 
_ un lUarricr'scliildrou) ynnns men, who would not eonten 
' aiiytlili.i; till Uioy tied llicin neck and heeli, t[ll the hlood 
was ready tocoinooiit of their nonea. My ran William 
Ptoetcr. becBUMi h« would iiiit eonlim tlml lie «■• eal\ij 
when lie was innocent, thej tlod lilm neck and lieela till 
tlie blood gushed out at his iii»o." 

TUis letter was'writteu after tlie pri^liiuinary 
eiauii nations, and while the prisoners were ly- 
inj; ill j;til awaiting trials Tliey E-aked tfaat they 
might be tried in Boston, and if not, that they 
have other magistrates,— rcq'i est* whioli show 
in the 8tront;eat manner that the triuls were no- 
toriously unfair, for no accused persons would 
bike the risk of offending the magistrates before 
wliom tliey might be tried unless the emergency 
was a most extraordinary one, because failure to 
attain the ottject sought was sure to be prejudi- 
cial to tlieir cause. Tliey also begged tliat some 
of the ministers be present at the trials, ''hop- 
ing thereby you may be the means of saving the 
sliediling of our innocent blood." Ko attention 
was paid to this appeal for fairness in tri;U, nor 
to the appeals for life subsequent to Procter's _ 
convictioa and sentence. He was executed oa 
August 19. His body, it is belicTed by his do- 
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sceiidants, was recovered aftarwanlB and buried 
on liis farm, where it haa lince reposed. 

Elizabeth Pructer escaped by pleading pre^^ 
naDcy. Some moiitliB after the death of ber 
husband she gavo birth to achikl.* Her home 
had lieeii desolated. Not only had hi>r hnslMiid 
been hanged, three of her cliihlren iinprisone<], 
and she lit-rself brought within the very ahaduw 
of the giillows, but theofliccrs of tlie law bad 
stri|i])ed that homo of all its worldly jmssrs- 
sioiis. Her execution was again onlcnil early • 
in ir>03, but Gov. 1 'hips granted a reprieve.' 
Many of her relatives in Lynn wpre accused anil 
soinA brought to trial. All in all, tho si'vere 
treatiupiit of this family has lod to the charge 
of s|>eRial persecution The reason for this, it 
is believed, was ProuU-r'a intense op|)Ositinii to 
tlie witchcraft prosecutions from (he very begiii- 
ning, and particularly when he said he could 
"whip the devil out of them."* I'ossibly if be 
could have applied his remedy to the accusing 
girU, ill the beginning, we shonM never have 
had any " Salem Village Wibihcraft" 

John Willard of Salem Farms was employed 



' 1"LlPnt.lD|t«no)l dMikrtd )1 John Prortor (onlil Joaapli 
Pnpo jt If b ■ bwl* John In<llin In hlii oniiiMly b« WDiild tvaa 
bmt r* daviU out of blm, uid lo uld Hraall oUian." Court 
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daring th« earlier dM,j% of the witohoraft prose* - 
oationt to Msist in bringing in peraona vwused. 
Aocoaations were filially made against Willard 
himself. It has been stated that be was charged 
became he had expressed sympathy with the ao- 
onsed and donbta of the justice of the proceed* 
ings. One remark quoted is : " Hang them, 

' they are all witohes." Jost why this remark 
should bring upon him the displeasure of the 
prosecutors is not easy to understand. Is it not 
more probable that he was oried out against, as 
somany others were, from no apparent motiTe, 
bvt through the exoitemeot and terror of the 
times? He was " talked about " for some time 
before any movement was made to arrest him. 
He went to his grandfather, Bray Wilkins, and 
asked the old man to pray with him, but Wil- 
kins was just going from home and oould not 
atop then. He told Willard he would not be 
unwilling if he got home before night, but Wil- 
lard did not reappear. On election week Wilkins 
and his wife, both more than eighty years of age, 
rode to Boston on their burse. Willard went 
also with Henry Wilkins, jr. Daniel Wilkins, 
Hrory's son, had heard the stories about Willard 
and protested against his fatb<>r going with Jiim. 
He is quoted as saying of Willard : " It were 
well if Willard were banged." On election day, 

' Bn^ Wilkins and his wife and Ber. Deodat 
Lawson were at Lieat. Richard Ways' hoaae for 
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dinner, Willard and Henry WilkinB came in 
later. The elder Wilkins says he thoaght Wil- 
lard did not look on him kindly, for, he sajn, 
''to my apprehension, he looked after sach a 
sort upon me as I never before discerned in 
any." Wilkins was taken very sick that after- 
noon and remained so some days. He was car- 
ried home, and on arriving there, foand Daniel 
Wilkins, the yoang man who had advised his 
father not to go to Boston with Willard, also 
very ill. The old man himself fell ill again. 
Mercy Lewis and Mary Walcott were sent for 
to come and solve the mystery of so mach sick- 
ness in the Wilkins family. They were, as 
usual, equal to the occasion. They ''saw the 
apparitions of Sarah Buckley and John Willard 
upon the throat and breast of Henry Wilkins,'' 
and saw them press and choke him until he 
died. Lewis then went to the room where old 
Bray Wilkins lay. Asked if she saw any thing, 
she replied : " Yes, they are looking for John 
Willard. '' A little later she exclaimed : " There 
he is upon his grandfather's belly." 
A warrant for Willard's arrest was issued on 

'May 10 on complaint cf Thos. Fuller and others. 
Two days later, Ck)D8table Putnam returned the 
document with the endorsement that he had 
made search for him and could not find him. He 

. was produced in court on the 18th, having been 
arrested in Oroton. Among the more interest- 
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ing papers on file in the ease is the following 
deposition of Hrs. Ann Pntnam. Whether it 
was presented to the mt^strates to indure them 
to issue a warrant for Willard's arrest, or was . 
giren in at the preliminary ezamiiiaiion at 
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Beadle's tavern in Salem, we have no means of 
knowing. The document is as follovs : 

The ihape «f 8»innel Poller uid LjrdU Wllhloi this day 
tM DM »t my own bonw bjr tlie bedtlde, who appeared In 
WindlDB«lieet*,Uiati( I did not go and tell Mr. Helhorne 
thkt JdIui mUkrd bed mnrdered tbem thej would tear me 
. At Um mhm time ihe a^uiUon ol Joha 
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Willud Mid me thit ha tud UUad ShdmI VqUw, Z^di* 
WUUiM, Qoody BbkW and Fnllar*! tMMd wUa, and 
Aann War** ohlld, and Bab Follw'a oUld and thta depo- 
MB(*aeblld, Saiah, tUwMlu old, and PhlUlp Knl^fa 
ehUd with the help of Wllltam Bobfaa, and Jonatbaa 
KnlKht'a ohlld and two of BMklel CheeTer'a ohlldr'n with 
Ibalwlpol WlUlamHobbt; and Elliott and iMaoKiehola 







'■ >V y. 



[HU eUld bowiiataed to death bj WUtud.] 



with tb a help of WlllUm Hobbi. . . . Joeeph Fnlor'a 
apparition ^eo tfae eame daj came to me and told mo that 
Goodj Coraj had killed him. 

Must we Dot accept one of two explanations 
of this remarkable piece of evidence : that tha 
vhole story was literally true, and therefore 
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witobenft a reality, or that Mra. Ann Putpam 
deliberatelj falsified? Will the theory of geii< 
. ' Aral tflnor and hallucination in the cominnnity 
■ mfficiently explain the ntitpmenl? W-ra tlie 
people " oat of their wito", aa Martha C iriur 
Bud ? On the other hand, I am bound to say 
that I iiDd no eTidenoe of any cause which 
ahonld prompt Mrs. Putnam to make such 
■eriooa charges against Willard aod others, an* '- 
lasa ITS accept the claim of some writers who 
profess to beliere that it was for the purpose of 
nppsrtijig the general plan of prosecution for 
witchcraft. Willard was committed to jail, and 
■ubeeqnently tried at the Angnst session of the 
flouit. Only one piece of evidence has been pre- 
. aerred from this trial. Susan Sheldon, eighteen 
years of age, testified that at Nathaniel Inget- 
toll's honae, on Hay 9, she saw the apparitions 
of four persons,— 

WlllUu Shaw*! fliat wUe, the widow Cook, Goodman 
JottM and hi* obUd, uid Mnaag theM oame tbo ftppwUion 
of J(din WUlvd to whom theM four Mid, jon bftva map. 
d«nd at. Tb«M ttna h»riDf uid thn* to WUltid thaj 
tomad M md aa blood. And turning abont to look atnw 
tbaj tornad aa pals aa daath. Theao tonr daalred ma to tall 
Mr. Batlioine. Willard hearing them, pollod ont a hnlte, 
mjios If I did ha wotild ent mj throM." ... On anoth. 
wncmMlwi than oama to her a cblnlnc naa and told h«i ta 
go and tall Hattiocna. Bh« told bim aha would U h« would 
knot Willaid awa;, aha would bellaTe what h« Mid. "With 
' thai the ahinlng mam held op hlahanda and WfllaidTHH 
lAadawaj. Aboni two boon aftar, the aama >p>p«and t» 
■• ^aia and the asid WlUaid with thMB, and ^ mM ttMk 
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irtiH» Qtatr wonndi van ui4 tt«7 Ml^ Dim* wooM eom* 
Nf Mt|a) ftDm HMTfo M>d would ihair them, and fonbwlth 
tlwngelokp*. . . . And tba Mic«l lUud «p Ua wlatt 
' lug ihsM, ud out of hla loft (id* h« pnllad • pltd>fcik4)D* 
udpntttinagftio, wdlikovlM h« opaaod all tb» wM 
■baMa and ihowed alt Uia wpnada. And th« vUta ■ 
told ma to tell Ur. Hathome ol it and I told Um to traat 
WUlaid awaj, and I vonid, and ho held vp Ua hand, aad 
ka Tanlahed away." She alto law WUIaid ncU* tiM tf 
pwW cpaof tyob)ackplgi|pBM> hw a ^ i 




John WilUtd was found guilty and untenoed 
to be hanged; and on August 19 he was ex- 
eouted, Bnittle says of Willard aud Procter at 
their execution, that " Uipir whole management 
of themsdree froai tlio j lil to the gallows was 
very affecting, and melting to the hearts of some 
ooDsideiable specUtore."' 

e Uau. Hilt. ColL, L, Y^M. 
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' Uartba Ctrrier was arrested, probablj oo May 
28, u the warrant against ber was issued on 
that day. She was examined on the Slat. Mar- . 
tha was about forty years of age, and the mother 
of a large family- of children, four of «hom 
were taken into custody at the same tim<- that 
ahe was. We hare little information regarding 
ber life previous to her arrest. At the examin- 
ation belore the local magistrates they said to 
her : " You see yon look upon them and they 
fall down." " It is false," ahe replied ; " the 
deril is a liar. I looked upon none since I oame 
Into the room bat yon." Snsan Sheldon said ; " I 
wonder what could yon murder thirteen persons 
for." Goodwife Carrier repelled the insinuation, 
and the afBioted all had terrible fits. She 
eharged that the magistrates were unfair, and' 
said : " It is a shameful thing that you shoold 
mind these folks that are out of their wits." To 
the accnsera she oried : " Yon lie, I am 
wronged." The recorder of the trial adds : 

"ThBtDTtnmot thakflllcted vera lorTeatthmt then WM 
■oandnrlaf It, ao thM she wm otder«d unj uid to ba 
bonotl hand Hid toot with all szpediticm, tlia BlBioted la 
tlM mMowhll* mlnMM kUlAd. Aa aom m tba wai well 
bo«Ddtba7»ll bad itmiga and anddan oaaaa." 

Uartha Carrier was committed to prison 

vhere she remaned until the August term of 

. «oart, when she was tried, oonTioted and sen- 

tenoed. Her exeontitm took plaoeon the 19tli of . 

rii» same month. 
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Her daughter Sarah, eight years of age^ ooo- 
fessed herself a witch and testified against her 
mother. Little Sarah said she had been a witch 
since she was six years old^ that her mother 
made her a witch and made her set her hand to 
the book. The place where she did it was la 
Andrew Foster's pasture. The witches promised 
to give her a black dog, but it never came to her. 
A cat came to her and said it would tear her in 
pieces if she would not set her hand to the 
book. Her mother came like a black cat. Th« 
cat told her that she was her mother. Richard 
Carrier, eighteen years of age, told the magis- 
trates that ha had " been in the deTil'B snare." 
His examination continued as follows : 

b foOT brother Andcevr ensnaMd bf the derU'a uuuaT^ 
Tei. 

How long has f oat brother been a vltch?—KBar* month. 

Hoir loDRhaTS joa been > witch?— Not long. 

Have 1011 Joined In affltcUng tlio alHlftcil peiMtM7~~T«s, 

Ton lielped to hurt Timothy Swan, did ynaT—Vea. 

How loog have jou been a witch? — Al«ut five weckl. 

Who wu at the Villas meetliig when yon were there? — 
Ooodwife How, Ooodwife Kune, OoodwUs Wlldi, Pioct«r 
and Ills wife, Mn. Bradburj and Coiwy'i wife. 

What did tho5 do there T— Gat. and drink wine. 

From wheoce had you youi wine?— F^m 6alem, I think. 

Ooodwife OlWet there?- Yet. I know hei. 
During the trial of Mutba Carrier, BenjamiD 
Abbott testified that he had some land granted 
to him by the town of Andover, and, — 

" When this l»nd came lo be laid ont Ooodwife Cairiat 
WM wj latgtj, and aald abe would attok a* oloae (o B«&J^ 
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mlD Abbott u the Iwk itack to k tree, mod that I iboalil 
repent of It baton teT«n jekn caim to mn end, tatS that 
l>i. Fretoott cnild ihtm eon met. Thcan ttords were aim 
houd bj Alien Toolhkker. Bh« >tM Mid ttrlUlph Karnnm, 
Jr., tlut abe would bold m; dcm to oIom ■■> tbe jtrlnd Moua 
M CTar It vMli«:d nines mjriitme wu B«njuain Abbott. 
Prawntlj att«r I ww lahen with m Melting tn my foot, Ud 
tttm wai t>k«n wttli ft pain In my sida, axoa^diiiiilr tor- 
mented, which led to a aore which waa lane«d l>y i>r. Ptk- 
eott, and leTera] fallona of oorraptlon did nin i<nt, aa waa 
Judged. " Till* eoiiUnned dx week* and eala^qaenlly be 
had two aofea In tfie groin whi^h btooght him «lnuwt to 
death') door and eontlnned, " nntll Ooodwlle Catrlei waa 
taken and carried away by the ootiatabla, and that very day 
I began to grow better," tberelote he had great canae (o 
think that Carrier had k jcreat Iiftod tti bla >4clcneM. Ab- 
bott'a wife tettillM lo all Ihe aboT«, and alsn that there Waa 
" tefriUe dokncai and death among the eowi, toma of 
whem voald rone np ont of the woodi with their tongnea 
'"-g'-f oAt of their montha In a itnnge, affrigfittiif umw 



The otM of Elizabeth How, wife of Jamet 
How, hatbondmaD, sometimeB desoribed aa of 
Ipswich and aometimes as of Topsfield, has al- 
ways excited mooh interest. The doonmf ntS in 
the case show that she ms a woman of most 
exemplary character, devout and pious, kind and 
oharitable. These traits availed her nothing, 
however, when children -aocnsed her of iritoh- 
craft. She waa arrested on Hay 29, on a war- 
rant issoed the previone day, and brought before 
,th4 magiatratee tot examitiatioii on the Slst. 
Elizabeth Bow Iras torn from a lAVing and af- 
' flloted hnsbiad and Wo intennifig daof^teti. 
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Hei husband was blind, and it is related i 
after bis wife was placed in Salem jail lie ( 
one daughter used to ride thither twioe ei 
week to visit her. After the oonvietiOD wd b 
tenoe, one of the deTOted dmaghtert went 
Boston to beg for the life of her mother, bat t 
goTeraorwas immoTsble. On her being Inooj 
before the magistrate!, the girla went throe 
their usual perforuanoes. ** What aay joq 
this charge?" asked Hathoroe. " If it was I 
last moment I was to lire," she replied, " Q 
knows I am innooent of anything in £ 
nature." She was oommitted for trial, andtr 
at the sitting of the oourt in Jnlj. The fi 
charge against her was made by a Parley girl t 
years of age. There had been trouble betwt 
the How and Perley families, which is pt« 
clearly stated in the testimony that follow 
Timothy Perley and his wife Deborah testif 
that,— 

Then baing ■am* dllfenoM betweea Oood* How i 
TImothj Perla; ftboat loine boud*, the night (olloD 
ttins ol cror «awi lay oot, snd flnding thani tha nazt m 
lug 1M w«nl to milk tham and one oI them did not | 
bat two OT thrM ipoou (ulsof milk tnd onaof thsot 
oom did not fclTa above ahallapint, and the other |ai 
- quart, and thoM oo«f tued to give three or f<nu qnarta i 
meala; two o( theteoowi oontlnaadtoglvallldeorDOttl 
fwv or Bva meala and yet tbey want in a good Kn^UL | 
tare, and witfain lonr daya tha eowa pva their foU pKf 
tldB of milk (hat thaj ued to giro. 

These witoessee further depend tbst EU 
both How— 
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" Afflicted and tortand th^ d&Bcbt«r, tea ;eMi of ega, 
■Bill ilie pined amf to (kin kud bone and ended bei m>r- 
Mwfol Ufa." Alio that How daetied to Join the ehnroh In 
Z|wwl«li end the; went there to te«U{r *s»liut her end 
" within e lew d^Tn kfter bed « cow well In the momlng m 
tmi aa we know, thU oow wu taken ntrengel j nuining ebont 
Iike»tnedtblnKellttl« while and (hen nui into axnat 
pond and drowned benelt, and aa foon at the wet deed m; 
•ooa and mjaelf towed hei to the ibore and ahe tlDnk eo 



FraiiciB Lane testified th&t he helped James 
How get out nme poets and rails, and Sow's 
wife told them she did aot think the posts and 
. nils would do, beoanse John Perley helped get 
them, and when they went to deliver the posts 
sod nils the ends of some forty broke o£^ 
tltbODgh Laae said, " that in his apprehension 
they were good sound rula." Gapt. John How, 
brother-in-law of Elizabeth, testified that she 
asked him to go with her to Salem Farms, when 
she was to be examined, and he deolined beoanso 
be had to go to Ipswieh, sod that soon after he 
got home, 

' " Htanding at n^, own door talking with cma of my 
adghbon, I bad a eov with aix enuUe plgi In (he yard, the 
mnr waa aa well at lar aa I know aa erer one, a andden ihe 
leaped np about three or lonr feet high and tamed abook 
•Dd gare cfM aqveak and fall down d ead." 

. He told his neighbor he thought the animal 
VM bewitched, and then oat off her ear, and the 
hand he had the knife in was " so nnmb and full 
of pain that night and sereral days after that I 
oonld not do any work, and I anspeoted no other. 
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peison but my said sister Elizabeth How." 
SaoDuel Phillips and Mr. Payaon, minister of 
Bowie;, vest one day to see thia t«Q years old 
daughter of the Perleys, and ahe told Goodirifa 
How in their proaence that *' if she did coniplata 
of her in her fits she did not know that she did 
BO." They also aJBimed that a brother of the 
girl, looking out of a chamber window, told her 
to say that Goodwife How waa a witch, and 
" the girl spake not a word." Elizabeth How 
was hanged with others on Tuesday, July 19. 



Wme. 




BOBAtaiA MAarm, mamv BAarvAsti oth^jm. 

^^U8A2fN4 Mutin of Aia»btir; Vafl t 
^^ widow. She had bt-eii cbatged witlL 
1^4 witehcTftft AS early As 166d, Imt escaped 
conriotion at thA time. Her «xamia&tio'n itt 
1692 took place at tbe Village on May 2, the 
wanant baring been inned on tbe 30tb of April. 
In tbe preliminary examination, Goodwife Mai^ 
tin waa confronted by abont the same witnesses 
and tbe same sort of testimony as ibose who 
. bad pre<feded her. Tbe following extract from 
tbe record of hpt examination is interesting :— 

Huh thli «»ia*n bvrt foaT— A^ifCkll VUIImu dMland 
IfMttl^bad hurt her ofiMt. Am pDUam thnw herjilov* 
MlnrtoBM. AudthArwt warn Mrnek dOmb •! W pn^ 
•Mb. 

tnat, do jM laoKb tx (I r— Walt I ta»,j M neh feUj. 
■ • • « a 

'ffWt »in thMe p«of If r-^I do not know. 

But wtut d« Tub Uihik tfh tfavMT— I do bo» dMin to 



DojPoathinktlMr irtlMWiUlMdf— No, I do not think 
tbaj ua. 

Wall till oa jaai thoiwhta abont iham.— IIj thonffhti aia 
Miaa owm wbn tbay MO in, bntwbeo thai* ue oat tharM* 
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Do you b«IIeTO thes* afBioted pmwnu do Dot *tf uvaT— 
Th«y nu.v lie tor ftaglit I knotr. 

U>; Dot ;du lie ?— I dare not iell k lie If It would mM 
my life. 

Wbti do .Ton thhtk Is their misterf— II tb«f Iw ilMlIm !■ 
the black mrt you maj kaow aa well ■■ I. 

The afRir-.ted complained that they wero 
piiicheil and saw her on the beam. Thea tlt« . 
m igistrttes said : " Pray God di^ioover you it . 
you bti guilty." M^rti a replied: " Aiueo, amen. 
A false tongue will never make a guilty person." 
Then there was an uproar in the room. The 
girls had terrible fits and John Indian shouted: 
" She bites, she bites." All the girls pretended 
to b< struck down when they appro-vihed her. 
Alai'tin was committed to j.(il, where she r^ 
mained until the 29th of June when she waa 
brought before the higher court for trial. At 
her trial one singular piece of testimony was 
oflfered. ft was evidence of such peculiar neat- 
ness on the part of Goodwife Martin sa to lead 
a neighlfot to conclude that she was a witi-h. 
This neighbor tt^stiiied that Susanna Martin 
came to her house in Newbury one very stortuy 
day in an "extraordinary dirty si'ason," when it 
was not tit for any person to travel. She asked 
her if she cnme from Ameabury afoot, and ex- 
pressed surpi'ise thereat, and told her cliil<iren 
to give Mrs. Mnrtin a chance to get to the fire 
k*A di^ herself. Martin replied, "she was as 
di^ a« I Wia, tMi I omld nut psreeiTe tibat the 
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soIm of lier shoes irere weL" Tiaa, the witness 
deolwed, startled her and she at oooe eoDcladed 
that the woman was a witoh. 

John Kembol deposed that he agreed to par- 
ohase a pappy from Kaitin, bat not keepio; his 
bargain, aad parohaaiog a pappy from some one 
else, she remarked she woald " giro him puppies 
enoagh." Gomin? from his intended's hoow 
soon after sunset one night, 

" Th«« did uiM k llttla blMk olond In tb« nortb-wwt 
and k law drop* of ntn and the vlnd blaw hud. In going 
batwaen Jobn Weed's house end the meeting house then 
did ftppeu > little thing Ilka « pnppj o( ft darkish oolor. It 
■hot between my legntonrsrd end backward." Heuaedall 
pMslUeendeaTontoeatlt with hlaaia, bnteould not hart 
it, and as ha was (hot laboring with his axe. the pnppfgare 
a lilUa Jump (rom him and seaiaed to go Into the gioond. 
** In a iltUa farther going there did appear a blaek pappj 
aatnewbat bigger than the flnt bnt as blaek a* a ooal," to 
his ^pnhensioa, which oame against him " with snoh *l»- 
lenoe as Its qnlok motion* did ezoead the motions of bU 
aze," do what he could. And It flaw at hi* belly, and 
awa;, and then at hi* Ihnatand over his shonlderone waj, 
and off a»d np at It again another waj, and with snob Ti<y 
lanoa did 11 asaanlt him a* 11 It would tear ont hi* thnat oi 
hi* belly. He testlfled that he waa mnob trightaned but 
leeoTeifd himself and lan to tha fenoa, " and ealllng npon 
Ood and naming tha name of Jam* Obil*t, and than It In- 
vUUf ilew away." 

Barnard Pesoh deponed that Susanna Martin, 
" six or seren years past," oame in at bis win* 
dow, took hold of his feet and drew his body 
into a heap and lay apon him for an hoar and a 
liaU or two hoars j finally he pat oat hit hand 
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and taking bold of ben drew it up to bia month 
and bit three of hex fingers to tbe brrakiog of 
tbe bonca. SeTeral other depoaitioDa of aimilar 
character to theae were given in at the trials 
and Eoaanna Uartin waa found goil^ and exa- 
cntrd 00 July 19. 

TAitry Easty, wife of Isaac Easty of Topafield, 
and sistvr of Bebecca ITorse and Sarah Cloyse, 
was fifty-eight years of age In 1692, and the 
mother of seven children. The Eastys lived on, 
and owned one of the largest farms in the town. 
It waa the farm known to the present generation 
as the Peiroe farm, having for many yeata been 
owned by Col. Thomas W. Peirce, and occupied 
by him as a summer residence until his death in 
1886. Prfvious to the ownership of Col. Eeiree 
the proprietor was Mr. B. W. Crowninsbield. A 
warrant for the arrest of Mary Easty waa issued 
by the magiatratea on April 21, and she was ex- 
amined on the following day and committed to 
prison. During her examination, the magistrate! 
said to her ; " Confess if yon be guilty ; " to 
which she replied : " I will say it, if it was my 
last time, I am clear of this sin." Her answera 
to this and other questiona had evidently led the 
magistrates to have doubts as to her guilt, for 
they asked the accusing girls if they were cer- 
tain this waa the woman, and they all went into 
fits. Sabaequently they aaid : " 0, Ooody Easty, 
Qoody Easty, yon are the woman, you are the 
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woman." On Ifn; 18, tar reuon« whiob the 
present aga knows not nor erer can know, V.arj 
Easty was released. Two daystifter her dis- 
charge, ItfenT' Lewis, liriog at Constable John 
Patnun's, ha4 a fit and performed in a maq- 
ner usual to the accusing girls. A messenger 
was sent for Anii Putnam to come and tell who 
afflicted Mercy. At Ann's home he found Abi- 
gail Williams, and the girls visited Mercy J^wi* 
■sd declared that they saw Mary Eas^ an4 
John Willard afflioting her body.' Joha Putu^ 
and Qflujamin Hutchinson went to Salem tiifi 
night of the 20th of May and procured troa^ 
HathoroB » warrant for the arrest of lin. Easty. 
She was apprehended the next morning (ud 
taken to Beadle's in Salem for examination. 

" Aftw midnight, shAWMMoaMd ftanial«ep by Uie vp 
twlLng aisnlul, torn from her hmbaud and chlldran- 
ouitod lM«k to priaon, loaded with ohmina, and &Dalif coi^ 
•iRiwd to a draadhil and most oitMl death. She wat an ox- 
Mllentand ^oni matron, Het buibaad. retening to th« 
tnuuactinn ti«arl<r twenty year* alterwud* Jutlf ezprened 
what all mut ImI, that It waa ' a IwUltb yioleelatloii."') 

For the second time Msry Easty was examined 
and oommitt<>d to jail. She remained there 
from Hay 21 until the Septeipber sitting of the 
4xmrt, when she was tried, convicted and sen- 
tenoed. FrsTious to the trial, she united with 
her sister, Sarah Cloyse, io a request to th« 
oonrt that the judges yould ^ot as counsel t^f 

iMmmCmftHfitfT. MldM^ irit«h<F*f!t> P^flR. 



ttism and direct tfaeoi wfaenia tb^ stood in 
D«ed. This request to the jodgei after Mtreral 
trials had been held would iadioate that Booh 
■erriee was not being readated to the aooased 
persoBs. That this was the faot we bar« al- 
ready seeo in other oases. Instead of aotiag as 
oounsel for the prisooera, the judges usuxlly per> 
formed uii>re nearl/ the part of proseouting 
attonkeys, and oross-ezunined the aooused, often 
io a brow-beating maaner. These sisters also 
asked that witnesses in their behalf might be 
ezamtned. Thejr espeoialljr q&med tfae pastor 
and others of the oburoh in Topsfield, If those 
persons previously tried had been allowed their 
rights in this particular, why did JIary Eaa^ 
and Sarah CUoyse petition thus to the oourtf 
After coDviotioo, and while in jail awaiting ex- 
ecution, tfary Easty petitioned the Governor, 
judges and ainisters, 

" Not for my own Ufa, tor I know I miut dto, and taj 
mppaiiMi Ume t« Mt. btti the Lord he knowi ft U tlut, U it 
b« posilbla, BO moro Innocent blood nu7 be (bed, vhi^A 
nndoabtedljr oannot be eririded In the wkj and oodim }1ni 
go In. . . . Bj mj ovn Innoceaaf, I know yon an In . 
the wrong. . ■ . I would humbly beg at yon that yoai 
hoDoi* would be pleased to eiamlne theee afSicted penona 
atdctly, and keep them apart aome time, and lUuwUe to 
tiy lome ol theae oonfeaalng wltohea, I being confident 
there It MTenJ of tham haa belled themselTea and ethna, 
aa will appear. It not In thla world, I am inie In the wodd 
lo.oome whither I am now agoing." 

Sarah Qloyse wbo was conrioted and senteooed 
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at the utB« tim«, ma nerer exAoated. Ko 
. nooid or tradition remuiu to tell ub why aha 
ma lATed from the alaughter. Hutchinsoa 
iaya, apeakiog geneially of the seren persons 
ceateneed at this time, but not executed: — 
" Tboae who were oondriDtied and not executed, 
I BuppoM all confeased their guilt. I hare seen 
the oonfesaiona of several of them.*^ Mai7 
Eisty was hung on Thursday, September 22. 
"When she took her last farewell of her hus- 
band, children and friends she was," saya 
Galef, "as ia'reported by them present, as 
serious, religions, distinct and affectionate as 
oould well be expressed, drawing tears from the 
eyes of all present"* 

Of Alice Parker, Mary Parker, Wilmot Beed. 
Hargaret Soott, Ann Pndeator and Sarah Wildes 
not maoh that is new can be said. The docu- 
ments which hare oome down to us in their 
oaaea are less Tolumlnons than those in many 
others. What record we have indicates that 
theirs was the old, old story. Their accusers 
were the same as in other eases. The testimony 
was substantially the same. The conduct of tlw 
aoonaers and the treatment of the prisoners bj 
the court and the officers of the law difFered 
(Hily in detail from that in the oases already so 
fnlly explained in the preceding pages. 
AJioe Parker of Salem was wife of John Paz* 



tOBAnrA XABTIK, MABT KUTT AHD OIHBBB.. 197 

k«r, mariner. She was arrested on a warraDt 
dated May 12, examined before the local magia- 
fcates and eonimitted to jaiL Her trial took 
place in September. She was coavioted, togeth- 
er with Hary Parker, Wilmot Beed, Margaret 
Scott and Ann Pudeator. All were executed on 
Thnrsday, the 22d. One piece of eridence in 
the case of Alice Parker is somewhat amusing, 
read at this distance from the tragic erent wiUl 
which it was connected. Jonathan Westgate 
testified that Parker came to Beadle's tavern 
one night and scolded her hnsband for drinking 
so much there. Westgate took the part of the 
husband. Mrs. Parker called him a rogue, told 
him he had better mind his business, and that 
he had better said nothing. Some time after 
this, as he was going home one night, a black 
hog appeared to him running at him with open 
mouth. He endeavored to get away from it but 
fell down. He said he fell on his hip, and bis 
knife' ran into hiship. When he got home hia 
knife was still in the sheath, and when he took 
it out the sheath fell to pieces. His stockings 
and shoes were full of blood, and he had to 
crawl along by holding to the fence. The hog 
he apprehended was either the devil or some evil 
thing, not a real hog. He " did then really 
judge or determine in bis mind that it was eith- 
er Qoody Parker or by her means and procuring, 
fearing that she is a witch." I presume that 
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all vho read this story will oonolude that West- 
gate was dniuk that oigbt, that when he ff 11 hiB 
knife-point vent through the nnd of the sheath 
and cut htm, and at the ftaroe time the sheath 
was out open or emahed. When be got up, 
WeatgHto wu probabljr so drunk th»t be coald 
not walk without holding on to the fenoe. 

Harj Parker was of Andorer, and a widow. 
A warraut for her arrest was issued on Septem- 
ber 1, being one of the latest issuetl for an; pi>r. 
•on who was subsequently exeouted. She was 
examined on the following day before Hathorae, 
Corwin, Oedaejr and Hi^inson, "justices of the 
peace." She was oharged with praotioing witch- 
craft on Uaitba Sprague of Boxford. Samuel 
Shattuok at the trial testified that one time a 
man took her up to carry her home, 

" Bnt In » lltUa nj going ha lat her bll upon > plus of 
Mtaatm, whleh did not kwske her, whl«h euued pw to think 
A* wu N«Ilj d««d, alter thkt w« carried her Into Iha 
kooM and eaoMd faw clottaea to be token off, and while w« 
inn tftUiiK off her olothM to pnt hei into bed ehe wu np 
■ad langhod In onr race*." 

Jonathan Bullock. testified to seeing Parker 
lying OQt in the dirt and snow. Mary Wardwell 
" owned she had seen the shape of Parker when 
she afflicted Swan and Uartha Spragne, bnt did 
not know Parker was a witch." 

Ann Fndeator, widow of Jacob Pudeator, was 
about seventy years of age. She was arrested 
aa ^nrsday, If ^ 12, on charge of vitohcraft, 
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And examined Che same day. Slie appears to 
htT* been discharged and rearrested about July 
2, for on that day she was again examined. Slu) 
was committed to jail and remained there ontil 
tried at the September sitting of the court and 
oonrioted. We have no particulars of her ex- 
ecution save that it occurred on Thursday, Sej^ 
tember 2'2. After sentence Hrs. Podeato^ ad- 
dressed a petition to tbe court in whioli alie 
declared that the 

"ErldMiM of Jno. Beat, h^ •od'JiM. Beit, Jr., and 
Samnal Ptokworth, which wm givMi «g«lnit nw In oonn, 
were all of tbem BltocethM falM tnd nntrUe, Mid, t)Mld«^ 
the etoteeaid Jno. Beet halh been fonnerl j irtilpped utA 
Ukewiee to reeorded tor » liar." 

Ana Pudeator was the mother of the notorious 
Thomas Qreenslitt who testified to the herculean 
feats performed, or alleged to hare been per- 
formed, by Mr. Burroughs. She owned some 
property in Salem. 

Wilmot Eeed was wife of Samuel Beed, ft 
Marblehead fishermac; " Uammy Bed," as the 
Marble headers used to call her, had long been 
couuted a witch, but her performances never 
troubWd her neighbors in the least. They did 
not think of coin|>laiiiing of bt-r. It remained 
for the girls nf 8 >lt-in Village tii do that. This 
woman, so runs the ti-aditioi>, used to wish that 
" bloody cleavers " might be found on the cradles 
of certain children, and whenever the wish was 
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utteredi of oourae, the oleaver was found there 
and the child sickened and died« She would 
''oaose milk to curdle as soon as it left the cow.'' 
'^ Newly-churned butter turned to wool when it 
came in contact with Mammy Red.''' The war* 
rant for her arrest was issued May 28. The 
arrest was made on ^he 31st, and the ezamina> 
tion^ held on the same day. She was charged 
with practicing witchcraft on Mary Walcott, 
Mercy Lewis and others. James Smith, con- 
stable of Marblehead, on May 31, returned that 
he had apprehended the said Reed and brought 
her to the house of Lieut. IngersoU in Salem, 
She had little to say on examination, save that 
she knew nothing of the matter charged against 
her. Her trial before the court of Oyer and 
Terminer developed no new facts. Two indict- 
ments were presented, one for a£Bicting Elizabeth 
Booth on May 31 and divers other days, and 
the other for afflicting Elizabeth Hubbard on 
May 31 and divers other days. One thing is 
noticeable here as in many other of these indict- 
ments : that the indictment is not for afflicting 
any of the persons named in the original com- 
plaint, nor is the oflF^nce alleged the same as in 
the warrant pf arrest. In most of the indict- 
ments the crime is alleged to have been com- 
mitted on the day of the preliminary examina- 
tion and in the court room. At the preliminary 

Sloaft HIti. aa^ Tndltlom €f StoittahMd, SL 
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ezuainfttioD of Ooodwife Beed, Abigail Wil- * 
liamB bad a fit. Mercy Lairis said B«ed pinched 
ber. Hary Waloott said Bh« brouxfat the book 
to her. Ann Putnam said B«ed never hurt ber, 
but she had seen her hurt others. Elizabeth 
Hubbard said Ueeil would knock her down if she 
did not lign. Ann FKitnain cried out that she 
brought the liook to her ■' just now." Elizabeth 
Booth fell into a fit, and Mary Walcott and Aun 
Putnam said Beed afiBicted ber. " Susan Shel- 
don," oontioues the report, " ordered to go to 
the examinaot, was knocked down ; being carried 
to Beed in a fit was made well after Beed 
grasped ber arm. Elizabeth Hubbard dealt with 
after the same maoaer." Beed " looked upon 
Elizabeth Hubbard and she was knocked down." 
Abigail Williams and John Indian being carried 
to Beed in a fit, were made well by her grasping 
their arms. 

" Thit auunliuuit being ottm nix^ whftt ihe UuniKht 
tiuMB penoiis klled wonld rapl7< I mo not tell. Than being 
Mked t( ihe did not think Uiay wan bewitched, ihe uu- 
warad, I on not tell. And being ntged tor her opinion In 
the eMe,— all ihe woald mj waa, my oplnloo i> Ihaj ua In 
»MdoeadlUon." 

At her trial on September 14, Mary Waloott, 
Mary Warren, Ann Putnam and Elizibeth Hub- 
bard testified in exactly the same words, that, 
before the first examination, a woman came to 
each of them and said her name was B«sd, and 
tbat oa the day of examination they saw ber 



SUBAXITA KABTnr, UJkMt BAtTT AMD OTHKBS. 203 

afflict othen. Charity I^tman and Sarah Dodd 
testified to a wordy eDOOiuitur between Bsed and 
a woman of the oame of Sjins, fire years pre- 
vioiuly, in wtiioh Beed wished certain trouUea 
might come to Syins, and sooo after it " fell oat 
with Urs. Syms aooording to Reed's wish." 

We h.vre little informatiou conoeming Mar- 
garet Bcutt of Rowley, No doubt there were 
DumerouB papers in her caae but they hare been 
lost or destroyed. Only a few remain. Her 
preliminary examination took plaoe on Angost 
6, the arrest baring probably been made on the 
prerious day. I am unable to find anything 
aboot her or her family from the records or from 
the writings of local historians, liargaret Soott 
was tried at the September sitting of the eoort 
and sentenoed on the 17th. She was executed 
on Thursday, the 22d. Vranois Wymaa tMtified 
during her trial, " that quickly after the firafe 
court at Salera about witohoraft, Margaret Sootfc 
or her appearance oame to him and did moat 
grierously torment him by choking and almoat 
pressing him to death, and he beliered in hie 
heart that Ifargaret Soott was a witch." Phillip 
Nelson and his wife testified that for 

" Twa or th»« jttxt bclora Botert BhlllMo dl«d w* have 
ottao bmrd hlin oomplaJoinjt o( Huguet SooU tor Iinrtlnc 
of htm Mid oltea Mid that abe wm ■ wltoh, mod n kn oaB> 
tlniwil ooiaplainiiig, ikyliiE ha ihixild imtm b« well ao loaf 
M Mugarat Soott lixed, moA m he oompltlned ot Muptnt 
Soott uUl lie dlad." 
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Uoat of the evidenoe agaiost thU woman re* 
Itted to affairs that tnuuptred fire or ten yeara 
preriooa to 1692. 

Sarah Wildes, wife of John Wildes of Salem 
Village and Topsfield, was arrested April 22, on 
a warrant issued the day before. John Buxton 
aodTbomu Patnam went down to Salem from 
the Village on the 2l8t, and complained to the 
justioee of Mrs. Wildes. The justices issued 
thfir wMniDt to Marshal Herrick to arrest her 
and bring her to Lieut. Ifathaniel Ingergoll's 
"to-morrow aboat ten of (he clock." She was 
thea examined, during which time Bibber and 
otheta olaimed to see her on tlie beam of the ' 
meeting house. The usual circle of accusing 
girls was preseut and they " performed " after 
their customary manner. Sarah Wildes was 
committed to jail where she remained until June 
29, when she was tried before the higher court, 
found giiilty and sentenced to be hanged. On 
Tuesday, July 19, she went to tbat court above 
where no errors are made in the final judgment. 
.The Wildes family belonged to the faction is 
Topefield which was aotire in the fend with 
Salem Village. It is not possible to say wheth- 
ra this in nny way iafiuenced the prosecutors of 
Sarah Wildes. Ephrioni Wildes, son of Sarah, 
deposed that the marshal of Solem came to 
Topefield with the warrants for the arrest of hia 
atrther and WUliam Hobbs and bis wife, Tha 
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marshal served that on Sarah Wildes, aad young 
Wildes arrested Hobbs and wife. Subaequently 
they accused hia mother, and he thought it 
might be because he arrested then. 

As we hare aheady seen, Uartha Carrier and 
Mary Parker were of Andover. So, bio, was" 
Samuel VVardvell. Andover was particularly 
nnfortutiate during the rage of the witchcraft 
delusion. It suffered more than any plaoe save 




Salem Village. The outbreak therr, although 
closely connected with that in the Village, was 
yet somewhat indepeadent of it. The wife of 
Joseph Ballard of tbe town had been ill some 
time, and the local physician could not help her. 
In the spring of 1G92 Ballard, hearing of the 
"caaes of torment" at the Village, sent down 
there to have Ann Putnam oome ap and sea it 
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she ooold disoorer an; vitohoraft about hu 
wife's case. She onme, accompanied by one of 
her oompaniona. They were nceired with mttoh 
pomp and solemnity, almost with superstition 
befitting a tribe of barbarians. The people 
gathered in the meeting-house, where the Ber. 
Mr. Barnard offered prayer. The girls then 
proceeded to the home of Mrs. Ballard and at 
onoe named oertun persons who, they alleged, 
were tormenting her. These persons were 
forthwith arrrsted and sent to jail. Before the 
excitement ceased, nearly fifty persons had been 
arrested. Among them, were Mary Osgood, wife 
of a deaoon of the church ; Abigail Faulkner ■ 
and Elizabeth (Johnson, daughters of Iter. Fran- 
cis Dane, the senior pastor of the church ; two 
of Mrs. Faulkner's daughters and one of Mrs. 
Johnson's ; Mrs. Delirerance Dane, daughter-in^ 
law of the'minister; Samuel Wardwell and Ana 
Foster, bpsitles Carrier and Mary Parker. Inti- 
mations wre made that Mr. Dane himself and 
Justice Dudley Bradstreet, Mrs. Bradstreet, his 
wife, and his brother John, were not free from 
suspicion. John was charged with bewitching a 
dog,* and thu animal was ezrcutrd, as was 
another in the same town said to be bewitched. 
The Bradstreets fled the colony. Ann Foster 
died in prison. Abigail Fbulknei was tried, 
sonneted aad sentenced, but subsequently re> 
•Him. bm. OA.. t., n. 
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prieved.' Samuel Wudwell wu found gail^ 
and executed. Sarah, bis wife, Elisabeth Joho* 
■on anil Mary Lacey were tried the following 
Januxry and conricted. They were seotenoed 
to be hanj^d, but the proolam itioa of Got. Pfaipa 
set thirn free. The |iapeis in the oase of Sam- 
uel Wurdffi'll are quite unineroua and are inter> 
estiug. Wardwell was about forty-six yean of 
age, and appears to have been a good average 
citizen of the times. He was taken before the 
local magistrates for examination on September 
1. What be said then we know not, but from 
his subsequent testimony it is evident that be 
denied the charge of witchcraft in the most 
positive terms. He was sent to jail to awatt 
the action of the grand jury. That body re- 
turned two iudictmeots : or at least that is all 
that are now on file. Ooe ohai^<>d that 
Samuel Wardwell practiced witchcraft on Har> 
tha Sprague of^Boxford on August 15; the 
other, that he, " about twenty years ago, with 
the evill spiritt, thx devill, a covenant did makn 
wherein hu pr iinid<4 1 to honor, worship ami 
believe the devill, contrary to the statute of 
King James the First, eto " On the I.^th of 
ICdetaayt lieoinw <>hf> ii» pretniknt. (Fouler*! Tji~ HM.t 
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September, Wardwell mftde a confession sab* 
staatiallj as follows : 

ArtairatniiiliiK MTArml hckb^t* ui>w«r«, he Mtd h« wm 
«tMUcion« be WM In tbe enera ot the dsTil. H« bed been 
mneh dleoontented that he ooald get no more work done ; 
and that be had be«D toolishljr led along with telling of top- 
tnne* whloh aoine time* oame to pan. He ued alio when 
■nj cteatura came Into hU field to bid the deTll take it, and 
It maj be the deril took adranrage of him bj that. 

CoDstable Foster of Andovec said this Waid- 
well told him odg« in the voods that when ha 
was a young man he could make all his cattle 
come round about him when he pleased. The 
said Wardwell, being urged to tell the truth, he 
proceeded thus : 

"That being ooeein a diaeoatented frame he tawaome 
eat* with the appearance of a man who ealled hinuell the 
prince of the air, and promised hiro he ihonid live comfort- 
ablj and be captain, and teqnired aald Wardwell to honor 
him which he promiied to do, and It wae aboal twenty 
jean ago. He laid the leaaoa ot hli diacontent then 
wae becaoae he wae In love with a maid luuned Barlur who 
alighted hb lore." Be added that he oorenanted with the 
derll DDttl he ahonld be alztjt yeen and he wu now about 
fort J. 

Wardwell's wife and daughter appeared to 
testify against him, probably to save their own 
necks, which they sucoeeded in doing. He, how- 
ever, repented of the false confession he bad 
made and retracted. Tbe retraction cost him 
hia life. At some subsequent time the daughter 
retfacted her confession against her father and 
mother. Probably it was after Wardwell had 
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been hung. Thit oau of Wardwell's U tlie onlj 
instanoe, so far u we kaow, where a husband and 
wift aocosed eaoh other. Cases of ohUdren ao> 
onaing parents and parents aocosing ohildrea 
weiOi aa we have seen, quite oommon. Ward- 
well was hanged with that group of eight vhioh 
snCfered ,on Thursday, September 22, When he 
stood on the gallows and was spealiing to the 
people, a pnff of tobaooo smoke blew in his faoa 
and owised him to oongh, whereupon the aoons- 
ers said the devil hindered him with smoke.* 

•CWal, rowtara M., *■. 
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fparpoas ia this chapter, briefly to sketoh 
some of the more peculiar and interesting 
features oonneotfld with a few trials of per- 
sons aoonsed of witchcraft in 1692, but not exe- 
cuted, and in several oases not Bonvicted. The 
case of Mar; Perkins Bradbury of Salisbury is one 
of them. Mrs. Bradbury was the wife of Thomas 
Bradbury, and was sereDty-fire years of age. 
Some of those liriog near her had spoken of her 
u a witch long prerious to 1692, In July of 
that year she was examined and committed to 
jaiL Her trial took place at the early Septem- 
ber session of the court Two indiotments 
against her have come down to us. To these in- 
dictments Hary Bradbuiy answered ; " I do 
plead not guilty. I am wholly innocent of any 
such wickedness." It is difficalt to say Just 
when Mrs. Bradbury's preliminary examination 
took place. I find testimony against bar by 
Qeorge Uerrick ^ren on May 26. On Joly X 
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' faer husband testified that they had lived togotb- 
er fifty-fire years, and that bis wife bad eleven 
obildrea and four grand-children. Her trial 
before the upper court occupied the whole or a 
part of three days. Testimony was given on 
September 7, 8, and 9. She was convicted and 
sentenced, but for some reason was not executed. 
I presume it was oiring to her high obaraoter 
and the powerful influenoes brought to bear to 
secure pardon. From the depositions on file we 
are enabled to gather something of interest r^ 
garding her life and the oomplications of her 
family with that of Mrs. Ann Putnam. Mrs. 
Patoam, wife of Thomas Putnam of Salem Vil- 
lage, was daughter of George Carr of Salisbury. 
The Carr and Bradbury families came into con- 
fliot under somewhat peculiar circumstances, 
and when Mrs. Bradbury was brought to trial 
most of the Carr family appeared to testify 
against her. _ 

The story of the trouble between the families 
is, briefly, this : James Carr and William Brad- 
bury, the latter, son of Mary Bradbury, were 
paying attention, or trying to, to the widow 
Maverick, danghte' of Mr. Wheelrigbt. Carr 
deposed in 1692, that about twenty years before, 
he Tas invited most courteously by the widow to 

" Come oltener. and within a few days after one evening 
I went thitliet BK^in, &□<! when I c&me (liithet Again, 'Wil- 
liam Bradbury was there wlio was tUeo » suitor to the uid 
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WUw.talldUnMkaawUtUlBfUnnfda. AftalcHM 
fa th« widow did •» MttiMl7 traU Ih* (aid William Bnd^ 
boy thatha want awi^ mmtin Teiy tnpj. PrMMtUy 
afMt tbii I wu takM aftar a atmiga siatiiMr a* If UTlnf 
civatafM did lOB abont eracr pan o( mj bodf nady M 
tMT nato plioaa. And m I eontlnnad for aboat thiM 
qoaitaia of a jaar, by tlmea, and I appliad m.nelf to Dr, 
doabja wba far* ma a Kiaat daal ol ph jaio bat eottU otake 
BOMB wMk. Tbo«xh h« MMpad wbaoM In boMM dilnk ha 
ooald maka aana to work, whanapon ha told ma that ba 
baUavad I WM behacad. And I toldblm Ihad thoocbtio 
a(oodwUla. And ba aikad ma by whom, and I told bin 
I did BM aaia tar ipnaklnf, foe ana wm ooantad an bCMiaM 
■vomaa, bat be witlnf ma I told him and ha aald ba beliara 
Hurt Kn. BndbBO waa a paat deal wona than Good llav 

After this, one aight, aomethitig like & oat 
OMme to Garr in bed. He went to atrike it off 
bot ooold not more hand or foot for a while. 
Vinall7 he did hit it and ainoe then phyaie had 
worked on him. 

Biohard Carr testified that, 

" Aboat thlilaao yaaia ago, pnaantljr after tooie dlBaibi 
•oea bad happanad to ba between my botkoied father, If r. 
G«aq[a Oarr, and Ifta-Hndborr, thepiiaoneiatthabai.np- 
oo a Sabbath at noMi, a* wa vete riding home, by tha botue 
of Oapt. Thomai Bradbuiy, I law Hit. Bradbarj ipilnto 
bar Bate, tan the earner ol, and ImowdlaUlr there darted 
e«t of bar (at* a blaa boar, and darted at My father** 
keraa^laci, which madaUm atombla, bat I taw It no * 
■am. AadmyfUherwid, 'beya,wkaldejo«a*er Wa 



Tonng Zerahabel Endioott, who was present 
on this oooasion testified to the same, and also 
Oak U " MW fit* bio* bow dart from Ur. Oan'i 



ACOUSID AXD TWSO BDT ITOT SXCOUTBD. 31S 

horse'i lega in «t Mrs. Bndbat7*i vindow,** . 
William Cur, son of Oeo^e, and brother of tin, 
Ann Putnam, gave testimony in faror of Ifjt. 
Bradbaty. He testified that he ma with his 
brother vhen he died, and that he " died peaoe- 
fully and quietly, never manifesting trouble 
about anybody, nor did he say anything about 
Mrs. Bradbury or any one else doing him hart." 
Here is a piece of testimony that illustrates the 
condition of mind of the people in 1692. It 
shows how everyday oocunvnoes, as we should 
now call them, were attributed to supemataral 
agencies. We may not wonder that a rough 
sailor should some times believe in other than 
hnmaa agencies as the cause of nnusnal events, 
but not only did the rough sailor believe m 
them, but the judges and the highest offidals in 
the province believed in them enough to admit 
the evidence to convict, and to pass sentence of 
death on the stre^ngth of that evidence. The 
testimony to which I refer is that of Samuel 
Endicott, thirty-one years of ag«>. He testified : 
About eleven ye«Ta ttao, being bonnd upon > vnjkge ta 
•ea with Cftpt. Samael Smith, lata ol IXntoii, deoaMed, 
juit before we niled Mn. Urmdbucr at Saltibnry, tlie prU- 
onernow M ili'i bftr, oame to Boaton with •omo flrklneol 
batter, of which Capt. Smith bought twn. One at them 
proved haK-wftj bntter and afii-r wo had bera ataaathne 
Weeka our men were tiot able to eat It, It itonk *o, and ran 
with nuggota, wlilch mule tlio mea lerj much dketnrbed 
kbont It, and wonid often laj that thef heard Mi*. Bni^ 
Imqr wu * witeb, and that the/ veiilf believed ehe waa so,' 
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or «lto iha- woniA not )t«ye Mrv«d the Ckpt mmIomU' 
Ubt ■DolMMtUft Andi toitbor UiUidbponant'tMUflMtii. 
thH' hi tonedaramllar tbej aaCMtll ihejMnet w1th>ncl)'M 
Monn that w« lost OUT idkId nualuid rigg1n|C>n4 lort At- 
tMn lionM, *nd that about a loitalghl atWr, ve aot our 
JVnvy maah and tllat rery uight tHaTBoame np a ahlp- Yij- 
<mt:tida and oanittd awsj; two ot tha mltzan ahnnidi and 
ana o( the Iraohw n( th« main nil. And thU deponMit, 
torther uyetli tliat att«r they anirw. at Barbadoea and' 
want to St:tltud ■ and had ladan their Teaael, thr nexC 
■ai'iuingabeapnuiK aleak In thshold, which wasted Mr*- 
•m' ton* of^ (alt iueomnch that we ware toroed to nnlade^ 
oat Tuael attain wholly to itop our leak. Tlieie was then 
tOiT [oot of water In the hold. Arter wa had taken In onr 
ladlng again we had a good paiaage home, hot when wa. 
came near the land the Capt. tentthii depoueut lonrard to. 
luok ont for land In a bright moonahlpJDg iilglit, and ai he 
waa littlng npon the wlndlan he heard a mmbling nolae 
«ndrr him. With that he. the lald deponent, teetifletli Uiat 
ha looked on the aide of the windlaM and saw (lie leg* ol 
■ome penon, being no wayi (righted, and that pieaently he 
waa ihook and looked OTar hia ahoalder and law the ap- 
pearance of a woman from the middle npwardi, havlDg ■- 
white cap and white neck oloth.on her which then affright 
ed Um Tery mncfa, and aa he waa taming of the wIndlaM 
he MW the aforeaald two lega. 

This depoaition bears date September 9, 1692.. 
The substanoe of the testimony nsed to convict 
an intelligeot, high minded woman of a capital 
crime, is, that somfl batter that she sold to a sea 
captain, if she did hU it to him, became. rancid' 
after the Teasel got into a hot climate, aad.that 
tbe-veasel sprung aleak. On these grounds then 
sailors oonoladed' she was a witch. After tbatrr 
itrvas eaajj to jae her apgeAranoe or moaf aQJf* 
tbiogelMi 



AOODBBD A>D TMISD BUV HOT KUUUXB1». SIS' 




216 TITCHCBAFT IK SALSH TlbLAUK. 

The Btoiy of the arreat and examiaatioii uf 
Phillip English and his wife Mary, if we had nil 
the documents in the oose, would, no doubt, be 
exceedingly interesiiug. The iiapera liuve not 
eome down to us save lu the most meagre form. 
Phillip English was a wealthy merchant of 'V 
Salem, and, in 1692, lived ou Essex street, b&- 
tween what are now Webb and English streets. 
lie ocoupied one of the finest mansions of the 
town, and perhaps of the colony. English 
owned foarteeu buildings in Salem, a wharf and 
twenty-one vessels.' How charges of witchcraft 
eame to be made against him and his wife has 
always been a mystery. Dr. Bently intimates 
that his controversies and law-suits with the 
town, and the superior style in which the family 
lived may have had something to do with lead* 
iag the accusing children to name them. We are —^ 
indebted to the same authority for our informa- 
tion about the arrest of Mrs. English. She was 
in bed when the sheriff came for her. The ser- 
vants admitted him to her chamber, where he 
read the warrant. Quards were then placed 
aroond the house until morning, when she was 
taken away for examination. It is related that 
tba pioud mother attended to family devotions 
as usual that morning, kissed her children good- 
by, and calmly discussed their future in case she 
never returned to them. She then told the of- 

1 bin lut. HIM. OuU., L, m. 
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ficer she was ready to die.* Mrs. English was 
examiDed on April 22, and committed to jail. 
The warrant against her husband was issued on 
April 30. It was returned May 2; with the en- 
dorsement by the sheriff, *' Mr. Phillip English 
not to be found." His arrest was not effected 
lintil May 30. He was then examined and com- 
mitted to jail along with his wife. They soon 
escaped from jail and went to New York, where 
they lived until the storm had passed. They 
then returned to Salem and resumed their custo- 
mary life. 

The record of the proseciition of the Hobbe 
family constitutes an interesting chapter of 
witchcraft history. Abigail, the daughter, was 
the first to be arrested. The warrant against 
her was issued on April 18. It is said she 
was a reckless, vagabond creature, wandering 
through the woods at night like a half deranged 
person. The^irrest of her father, William 
Hobbs, and her mother, Deliverance Hobbs, was 
effected three days later, mainly on the strength 
of statements made by the daughter. She 
charged that both of them were witches. Hobbs 
was about fifty years of age and lived on Tops- 
field territory. Abigail was examined in Salem 
prison on April 20, and stated, among other 
things, that the devil came to her in the shape 
of a man and brought images of the girls for 

SIbd. 
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ber to stick piaa into. She did stiok thorn« into 
tbem and tbey " «ried out" On Uaj iS, fb» 
vu again examined in prison. 

JM Hr. BonfMiflw bring jott aaf o( tb* puppft* of hU 

wiVM toitiokplnlinlor— I do not remcmbar that bV did. 

HkTe any ▼Mwlt been cMt Awtijr kf JOB 7-1 do DM know. 

She testified that she •took thorns into people 
whom she did not know, and one of them, Maiy 
Lawreoce, saggested to her mind hj the court, 
died. 

11 Hr. BniTonf h*. 
n p«non, bodily. 

This is one of the most remarkable statemenU 
aade in the whole histoi/ of the delusion. Ac 
the time Abigail Hobba made it she was in jail, 
and had been since before the arrest of Bur* 
roogha. PreviouM to her arrest he was in Maine, 
eighty miles distant. Yet, she declares that 
Bnrroughs oame to her in kit iodilj/ p«non, 
bringing images of a half dozen girls for her to 
afflict b; atiokiog thorns into them, and that 
wlien she pricked them thus the real girls cried 
out from p^n and she heard them. That there 
night be mo mistake about this, seemingly, tha 
magistrate asked, speaking of ano:Uier party^ 
whom she said she had thus afflicted, '' Was he 
(Bnirougha) there himself with yon m bodUjf 
ptfwm?" Her anewer was t " Tee, and «o li* 
TW vbon hit appeared to temp( DM tow* fi^ 
Land to the book ; he th«A appeared m ^aram 
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end I fdt hit hand at 'the same timt." Thia 4itat ' 
strtemeot U Btrou^r than tlie first i it leaves do 
qnfstion u to what was meant by ** bodily per- 
stiD." Before oonoludiDg ber teatimony ahe de- 
<jarfd that she had ** killed " " both boys and 
. girls." Abigail was examined befoM the mag> 
ihtratea on June 29. At her trial in -September, 
the following testimony was given ; — 

ll(1l> Nioholn aged about T jMn latfflcth md Mith lh>t 
kbni 1*7' an and a halfo agno I onkcil Bbi){atll hoba how 
■hr dan lln oni a nlcbli in ye wnoda bIou itie Mid me ah* 
«•■ not a (raid o( anything lor aha Inid me aha had aold 
baivltbodr andEonle toyeold boy. and tiiu iliia about a 
forti ight iifiO ■ ye lald abigaiTl bob* & her mother came lo 
oar hons my la hor&molliBr being not ar homo iba began* 
tolende A tobebave heniH(niu«emlyItnIdherIwonder 
■be WM notaiha:ncd >he bide me bold my I'mgnrelceaho 
imi Idraya all the folks Uiorcobouls It bid mo iooli tliere waa 
old orat en sate orer the bedstead ibrn bir inollier told her 
•hea lit le thought to ab'n the moilier i.t aach a Jatler. 
Elirabetb NIchola aged about IS ycora testifleth ye aaoM 
■he H id at our houte about a fortu'glit agoe 

\\ hen Willwm Hobbs and his wife cajue be- 
foie the magistrates they were oonftonted witb 
the I ( nfession of their daughter, in which she 
h;d charged them with being witches, Thej 
were astounded. Mrs. Hobbs said «he regretted 
that she ever brought into the world such a 
child. She indignantly denied being a witch, at 
fiiBt Finally, after long questioning, a confer 
fiion was secured fiom ber, in which she charged 
her husband and young child with witchcraft. 
The paper containing the record of the ezamina' 
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tioD of William Hobbs hu aoffored matQatioD bj 
iMaoo of mnch baudliog uid n^lect ia /ears 
put. Buoujh remains, bowevi-r, to show that 
he stoo 1 iiamovablu amiil tbe storin of Bupetsti- 
- tion that beat around htm. He proteated hit 
innocenoe to the end. 

WbatnjyoD, uhod Hktliorna, k« yoa Kolltrf— I MB 
•{wak 111 V.io prpOTnce o( OoJ Hu|in uuly, lia ui>w«ml, u I 
■Biutloiik loglTeMOiHiiit uiotlier(l>7 Ihat lunuelesraa 
> Dsv bnm Inbe. 

CIbuaI wliktT— 01 witchcntt. 

HaTajTOHMTCTliart tlieuT— No. 

Habjcolnc ^ Mercy Lewi*, uld Abigail WllUama, mad 
Lewtitsll in a dt. Hs li coming lo UaiyWaloott, waa 
Wllliami next err, and Waloott had a flL 

" How can you be clear when your appearanoe 
is thus seen producing such effect before our 
eyes?" queried the court. He was reminded of 
Us wife's confession but that failed to moTs 
him. . The examination was oontinned some 
time, interspersed with halloos, shrieks and wild 
oat-cries from tbe accusing girls. Then Hathome 
asked, " Can you now deny it?" — " I can," was 
the answer, " deny it to my djring day." After 
further efforts to make him confess, and con- 
tinued refusals, Hobbs was sent to jail. He 
tdia Lined there uutil the middle of December 
when John Nichols and Joseph Towne bailed 
him. He failed to appear at the Jaiiu;\ry term 
and was defaulteJ, but at the May term he ans- 
wered to the summons, and tbe default was 
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taken off. la the GoTernor'B proclunKtioD free- 
ing all the accused, Hobba was included and 
went at libertj. Abigail Hobbs was convicted 
in the higher court and sentenced to be hanged, 
bat the sentence was nerer executed. DelireN 
ance Hobbs lay in jail a long time. 8he does 
BOt appear ever to have been tried, and it is cer* 
tain Uiat she was not executed. 

Dorcas Hoar of Beverly, a widow, was arrested 
on a warrant issued April 30, and examined at 
Lieut. Ingersoll's on May 2. Elizabeth Hubbard ' 
complained that the prisoner pinchf d her, show- 
ing the marks to the standers-by. The marshal 
aud she pinehed her fingers at the same time. 
" Dorcas Hoar," demanded the magistrate, 
" why do yoa hurt these?" — " I never hurt a 
child in my life," waa the response. Not satis- 
fied with this the accusers told her she kilted 
her husband, and charged her with various other 
orimes. They said they saw " the black man 
whispering Id her ear." These oalomniea were 
too much for her to endure in silence, and she 
eried back to them indignantly, "Oh, you are 
lian, and tiod will stop the mouths ot liara." 
" Ton are not to speak after this manner in the 
eoort," chided Hathorae. "I will apeak the 
tmth as long aa I lire, waa the brave and de- 
fiant reply. She waa committed for trial, and 
safaaeqnentiy ooovioted and sentenced. SoU 
-vithituiding ber oouageou worda, Donai 
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Hoar VBS brought to t eoofewion. Judge Se;v- 
aSi, under date of Sept 21, nj* : 

" A patitioD b WDl M tarn In bahklf ,ef Donaa Hcmt 
.who now ooDtaoMB. Aocordlajly Mi order ia aent to Um 
•barUt to (orboar hsr execation notwlUialaodtiiK her-boinn 
tathe WBTTUit to die totnonow. "HiUU tha Irat madanwad 
panoo who baa cod law d."' 

Daring the trial of Doroas, Abigail Williams 
declared that she aaw the appearance of this 
woman before er<>r she saw Tituba Indian or nny 
one else. This, if true, would make Dorcas Hoar 
the first of the witches of 1693. She «w.i|)e<l 
from jail in the saine mysterious manner that 
■o many other of the accused did. These va- 
capes were numerous during the witchcraft 
trials. Whether the jails were weakly con- 
structed, or the jailers did not guard the prison- 
ers closely at all times, it is not possible to aay. 
It is possible that high officials some times con- 
, nired at the escape of accused persons. Most 
of these escapes were from the Boston jail, 
which would naturally be as strong aa any.* On 
the other hand, the Ipswich jail was a very 
primitive structure and escape from it must h:ive 
been easy, yet no one, accused of witchcraft, ever 
escaped from it. 

The case of Nehemiah Abbott is of interest, 

S3fnllPap«rt. I., 36S. 
- 4Phil]lpEaglisliuidwUa weraalland tbefrwlomsf tb* 
toiniiind«rtwDdi.belii(raqalr*d oiil7l«>)aap in JalL Saaax 
In*t.IUit.Col.,I.,l«l. 
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w, BO f u u known, he is the only penoD 
who was released after refusing to confess. 
Abbott was arrested at the same time as William 
Hobbs, April 21. He was examined on the fol* 
lowing daj. At first all the accusing girls said 
he-had afflicted them, and fell inio fits. Ann 
Patnam " saw him on the beam." Others iden- 
tified him as one who had appeared to them 
Asked to confess and find mercy, he replii d, '■ I 
speak before God that I am clear in all r^ 
apecta." ' The girls " were all struck dumb " 
agtun. Suddenly Mercy Lewis said : " It is not 
the man." Other accusers wavered, Ann Put- 
Dam said that the reason she had declaied Kb- 
bott to be the man was because the devil pat a 
mist before her eyes. The case completely 
broke down and Abbott was released. One 
question suggenta itself very forcibly in this 
connection : If Abbott was not the man who 
afflicted these girls at the time, why did they 
fall down whm he had looked on them? and why 
did they have fits iu the court room? Farris in 
his account of the trial says, wbeu Abbott was 

" Bronitht In kgain, bj reuon o( maoh ii«opl«, And mkny 
fai the wIiidowM, aa lliftt ttio acosen omld not hare a deal 
view of bin, he vat orderpd to lie abroad and the rcoomm 
to go forth t« biin and view him in the light, which (bar 
did ID tlie preaeiioe of the maiclilimlea and many Dtheta, 
diaooniMd qnteily with bin, one and all acqnitiiuK him, 
hat ret laid he waa like the man, bnt he htA not the wen 
tb«jr MW Id hti apparitloD. Note, ha waa > hillr (»oed man, 
- aad ihiad Aadad bjn 
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Mary Wanea wu, as I have mentioiied ia 
preceding pages, one of the early and peraiatent 
aoousera. Sbe waa twenty years of age uid » 
serrant in the family of John I'rooter. Sbe 
gave testimony against some of tUoee fint 
cfaargnl, but ijterwards became skeptical ajid 
began to talk about the deceptions of the af. 
fiicted, and said they " did bnt dissemble." The 
other acoQSing girls then cried out agunat her, 
and she spoke still more emphatically against 
the prosecutions. A warrant for her arrest 
vas procured od April 18, and she was axamined 
the following day. Parris kept the official 
record of that examination. He says, when she 
was coming towards the bar, the afflicted fell 
into fits. The magistrates told her she was 
charged with witchcraft and aaked : " Are yoa 
piilty or not?" To this she replied : '' I am 
innocent." When the afflicted were asked if she 
had hurt them, some were dumb, and Hubbard 
" testified against her." All the afflicted soon 
bad fits. Then Mary Warren fell iuto a fit, and 
some cried out that she was going to confess, 
" but," continues the report, " Goody Corey and 
Procter and his wife came iu in their appari- 
tions, and struck her down, and said she should 
tell nothing." Then followed one of the most 
dramatic scenes in the whole witchcraft hUtory,* 
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The offloid'nooid' of tbe examination says :^~^ ' 

Aftn eontliialiig in • lit Mm* Uma ih* uid, I will ipettk, 
<tt,lwnmxrfforit,lmti>Tijtarlt. WrisKliig h«r hud« 
dM fall Into asMhw St. Ttaen ■ttamptiiig alittleltlcrto' 
■p««k hw tMih «ei« Mt. Bba Ml int« uiocher fit tad 
■boated, O Lord help ■»•. O Rood Lord, ■■*« mo. And 
tben ftftenrarda eried agalD, I wU] Mil, I will teU, and then' 
(ell into k drad fit mgain. 

And attenrudi cried I will tell. I will tell, they did,. 
Ui*y did, ther did, tud then fell Into » Tiolent fit again. 

Attei a iltUe raooverr, ah* cried, I will tell, I will tell. 
Tbaf broaght me te It. And llien tell into a fit again; 
which fill oonllnniDft, the wai ordered lobe led oat, and 
tba next to be bnniKtit in, tIi,, Bridget BUhnp. 

She WU called in ogaln, but immediatelr taken with llti. 

HaTa jon aigned the davil'a bcwlif— No. 

Thai Ae tell Inte fits again, and was aent buth lor »il,- 
After n oondderable tpace ol time the waa brought in- 
again, bnt conld not icire acooont o( thlnga by raaaon ol flta 
and ao lent forth. 

11*17 Wamu wan called In afterwardt In private befoM 
■oagiatraiea and miaitten. She aaid I ihall net ipeak ^ 
weid, bnt I will, I will apeak, Satan. Slieiaith ihe will kill 
ma. Oh,alieialthaheoweimeaaplM, and will claw ma offii 
AtoM Satan, for the name ol God, avoid. And then fell' 
Into fliB again, and cried, Will ye f I will prevent ye in tbe 
■aaiaof Ood. 

It will be understood that Kar; Warren, all- 
this time, was atruggliDg to oonfeaa and the- 
davil soDght to prevent her. At least,, that ia- 
irhat ahe was pretending. Whether it Waa a- 
piece of the aoat perfect acting, wo do not- 
know,' T«t we do know nbw that there waa'OO' 
realitj about the- wltehoraft preUnutonsfromlMl-- 
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ginning to end. Mr. Parris notes that not one of 
the sufftreri wds afflicted during her examina- 
tioQ after site bi*gin to ooufess. Is it possible, 
that the whole performanoe with Mary Warren; 
was a part of a conspiraoy between her anf 
the other accusing girls and the older proseou* 
tors? Ic is possible, but hardly probable. She? 
madt* a second and circumstantial confession, in* 
which she turned state's eTidence,. so to speak,, 
and told all she had seen and heard. She waa- 
immediately released and returned to her for- 
mer occupation of testifying against persons ac- 
cused of witchcraft The impression which her 
case made on the credulous people of Salem was 
to convince them that there was no fraud about 
the witchcraft accusations and prosecutions 
when memliers of tlie accusing circle were *' cried 
out against " by one of their companions, and 
that if she could tear herself from the devil*8 
jsnare, the otE^ers could do the same if so dis- 
posed. 

Jonathan Carey, whose wife was charged with 
witchcraft,: hnsleft. a circumstantial account of 
his wife's examination before the magistrates; 
It'gives a dear idea of the mode of procedure, 
which, did notdififer in this case from, that fol- 
lowed, in. others^ Gapt. Carey was an old ship^* 
master, and a* man* whose word* was nof to be* 
donbtedl He says :— 

ICsjM. I baTing haaid soiiis daji, HksTmywItt-was* 
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aecoMd ot witofaentt ; twins niticli dUtorbed at It, Vj *d- 
Tka wenl to Balam VllUge, to M« ir the kSlcMd kaewhw' 
W« MfiTad ttaara on th* 34th of May. It liapp«ii«d to be k 
dar appolntad (or •lamlnatlofi, aorawdinKly, aeon itteroar 
airiral, Mr. Hathorne and Mr. Corwin, Ac., went toth* 
BieeMn|t-b«iu*. which was the place appointed tor that 
mnk. The iiiluiiterbeKan with prajar; and, haTlngtaken 
oare to gat a cooTenieat place, I obaerred that the alBlctad 
wen two jilrU o( about ten yean old, and abont two or ' 
tbne othera o[ about elgliteen. One of the girls talked 
moat, and ooald dlaoem more than the nat. The prlaoneia 

oled oDt at, fto. The priaoneia were placed about aaren cb 
el)[bl leei Imn the Jtutloea and the aocoaan were between 
the Jnatleea and them. The prUonen wei« orderad to 
Btand rl|[ht belote the Justloet, with an offlcer appointed to 
bold each band, leal they ahoulil therewHh alDlot then. 
And the prisoner'* ejres mtut be conatanilj on the JniUcca, 
(or. If (her looked on ihe afflicted, tbej would either fall 
Into flta, or cry out of being hart bj them. AfiH an exam- 
ination of Ihe priannera, who it was afflicted thesegirls, and 
e., they wem put upon ujlng the Lord's pnyer, as a trial 
of ibeir piilt. Alter ibe afflicted seeiaed to be out of their 
fi IS, the J would look staadtastlj on aome one penon, and 
Ireqaentlr not speak, and then the Juatlcea said thej wen 
■truck dumb, and afler a little lime would speak ag^n, 
llten the Jostlcea said to the accuser*, " Which of you will 
go and touch the prisoner at the bar?" Thrn the moat 
aiangceon* wnald adTentnre, but, before the; bad made 
three steps, would ordlnariljr fall down sain a St. The 
Jnatices ordered that thej should be taken up and eanied 
to the prisoner, that she might touch them, and aa soon aa 
thej were looohedby iheaooosed, thejosllcea would saj; 
" titej ate well," betoio I ooold discern anjr ■ltentloD,—b)r 
which I observed thst the Justioas understood the manner . 
of It. Thus (ar I waa onlj aa a spectator. My wife also 
was there part of the tloM, but no notice was t^en 9f her 
^theafflicted, except odos or twice thejr earn* to bsr and 
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BntI,likvliigMi47POrtniil^ todltoomw Hr. BUawlA 
irhom I bad fomierlj M^iwlntanM, I uoh ItU adviea what 
Itiadbwlds,uiddadradof him Uut IhsT* an oppact»' 
Btty to ipeak wllh her th^ •oentad ny wlte ; which h» 
pimniMd (hoold he, I aopwintliit bin tbM I wpoaad Bf 
tnit In him. AccordlnKlT ha cumi to ids aftar tha axam- 
inallon wa« over, and (old me T had now an opportnalljr to 
■peak with the Mid •coruar. AUcail Willlama, aflrlaUmB 
ortwelvayeaiBotd, bnt that weoonld not be In pilTata at 
Ut. PBrrie's honee, u ha had pnnniMd me ; wa went thai^ 
lore into the ale-honae, where an Indian man attandad mm, 
who. It Menia, wa« one of fhn afflicted ; to blm wa saT« 
•ome elder ; ha nhowed several iran, that •ecmedae U thaj 
had hern long IheTO, and ahowed them aidona by wltab- 
ctaft.andacquaiuicdnathat hlawUe, wboaUowaaaalBTa, 
wai In prlaon [or wliohenJt. A od now, tnataad «f one ao- 
onarr, the; all came In, and began to Inmbia down llha 
(wlne; and then all thna women were called in tokttand 
them. We [n the room were alt at a atand to aae who ih^ 
woold ciT out of; but in a ihort lime the; oried oat, 
"Canji"andimmediat«l7attei, a warrant waiient bom 
the Jnattoee to bring mjr wile hetonlhem, whowaaditlns 
In a chanhei naai b;, waiting (or thia. Being bronght h»- 
Ion The jnaticei, her chief acciuera were two Rlrla. My 
nlfe drclaied to-ilie jnatlcra, ihatihe nevei had any knowl- 
' edge (f ihim before ihai daj. She waa foiced to ataod 
with lier arms iTreiched out. I reqneated that I might hold 
IDA of hcrhanda, bat U waa denitd me. Then aha deaiiad 
me (o wipe ihe leara ftnm bar eyei, and the iweat ttom bar 
face, which I did ; Ihen ahe deaired aha might laan benelt 
< n me, aajrlng aba ahoald taint. Jnatlce Rathoma npllad 
alia bad atreogth anongb to torment theae pentma, and ah* 
ehonid have rtrength lo atand. I apeaklng aomathlng 
agaiuat ihtireniel proMed'nga, I ha; commanded me to b* 
all III, or (Ire I ahonld ba turned ont ft the raoa, Tb* 
InillaB before meniloned wai alio brought In, to b« on* of 
her Bccotera, being come In, he now (when befote thejn*. 
tlceal fell down, and tnmhled abont like aht^, bnteald 
MHUog. Tbalti(tIaeaaakedthagUlawbaaaiOWdlli«X». 
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dian: th^j answered, the (meaning my wifr), and that she 
n m lay npon him. The Jasiioes orderrd her to toach him, 
in order to his cure, hat her head must he tamed another 
way, lest, instead of caring, she should make him worM hy 
her looking at him, her hund hetiig gaidc d to take hold of 
his, hut the Indian took hold of her hand and palled her 
down on the floor In aharheroos manner; tlien his hand was 
taken off, and her hand pnt on his, and the care was quick- 
ly wrought. 

Capt. Carey said he had difficulty to get a bed 
for his wife that Dight. She was committed to 
jail in BostoDi and subsequently removed to 
Cambridge. ''Having been there one night, 
next night the jailer put irons on her legs ; the 
weight was about eight pounds.'' These irons * 
and other afflictions threw her into convulsions, 
and he tried to have the irons taken off, but in 
Tain. When the trials came on Carey went to 
Salem to see how they were conducted. Finding 
that spectral testimony and idle gossip were ad- 
mitted as evidence, he told his wife she had '. 
nothing to hope for there. He procured her es- 
cape from jail and they went to New fork, 
where Qov, Fletcher befriended them. 

John Alden, sen., of Boston, also wrote an 
account of how accused people were treated. 
Alden was son of the famous. John Alden, one 
of the founders of the Plymouth oolony. He 
had resided in Boston thirty years, was a mem- « 
ber of the church there, and had commanded an 
armed yessel belonging to the colony. He was 
seventy years of age and quite wealUiy. Alden 
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ma s«Dt for oa May 28, and went to Salem TiU' 
lags OD the 31bL Gedney, Hathome aod Co^ 
win lat at hU examination. It differed bot lit 
tie from that desoribed bjr Capt. Carey. It was 
some time before the aooosing girls learned who 
Alden was, and in the mean time they pointed 
to others as their tormentors. Finally they saw 
Alden and cried out against him. They ware 
all ordered to go down into the street, says 
Alden, where a ring was made and the same at^ 
ooser oried out, " there stands Alden, a bold fel- 
low, with hia hat on before the judges, he sells 
powder and shot to the Inilians and French, and 
lies with tiie Indian squiws, and has Indian 
papooses." "Then was Alden committed to the 
marshal's custody, and his sword taken from 
him." The magistrates " bid Alden look upon 
the aoousers, which he did and they fell down. 
Alden asked.jilr. Oedney what reason there 
' could be given why Aldan's looking on Aim did 
not strike Aim down as well, but no reason was 
giren." Alden was sent to jail, but he too saw 
no hope if brought to trial beCor<) the oourt as 
constituted, and made his escape. 

Rebecca Eamns, wife of Robert E.unes, on the 
day Mr. Burroughs and Ins Gi>ini)aniun martyrs 
were hung, wis aspect, itor of the sucne at a 
house near Gdlloiva hill. While in thia house 
the woman whose gueat she was felt a pin stuck 
in her foot. She immediately accused Rebecca 
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Eamei of bewitohiDg her» she '* not being as 
good as she might have been.'' Goodwife Eamee 
wa^ imine.'Ha^ly arrested, and was examined 
before the magistrjUes in Salem on August 19« 
Gouf^saing herself a witch» 

**Sbe owned ihe hftd bin In ye mare a month or 2 Ik had 
b'n p )rBiraMle<l lo it: 5 months: & that fe darll apeared lO 
her iik*i a Colt Tery ngly : ye fint time: but she would tiot 
own y t slie liad bin baptised by him she did not known bat ' 
yt TO doTil did persuade her to renoonoe god it ehrist St f '• « 
low his wicked ways:" 

She was committed to jail, tried the following 
month, convicted, and on the 17th, sentenced to 
be hanged. The sentence was never executed, 
but she remained in jail until the following 
March when she was reprieved. Her husband 
died on July 22, 1693, and she in 1721 at the 
age of 82.« 

Sarah Buckley and Mary Whittredge, her 
daughter, were brought before the examining- 
magistrates May 18, on wirrants issued Miy 14* 
The accusing girls testified against Mfs. Buckley 
substantially as they had at the trials of other 
aocused persons. Susan Sheldon declared that 
she " saw the black man whispering in her ear." 
She was committed to prison, where she re- 
mainea until January, 1693, being heavily ironed 
all the time. William Hubbard "the venerable * 
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minister of Ipswich/' on June 20, 1692,^ oerti- 
fied to her high character. He had 

*' Known her for above fifty yeazs, and during all that 
time, I nerer knew nor heard of any erll in her carriage, or 
oonrersation onbeooming a Chrietian : llkewiae ehe waa bred 
np by Christian parenie all the time the lived here in Ipa. 
wich." fie was " strangely snrpriaed tliat any perMm 
should speak or think of her as one worthy to be suspected 
of any such crime." 

Rev. John Higginson, who had been a minis- 
ter of the gospel for fifty-fiye years and pastor 
of the First Church in Salem for a third of a 
century, and Rev. Samuel Gheever, bore equally 
strong testimony to the high character of Sarah 
Buckley. The woman was probably ironed dur- 
ing her confinement in jail because of statements 
of Mary Walcott Benjamin Hutchinson, on 
July 15, deposed that his wife being taken with 
great pain he went for Mary Walcott '' to come 
and look toj^ee if she could see any body upon 
her ; and as soon as she came into the house she 
said Sarah Buckley and Mary Whitridge were 
upon his wife." These women, be it remem- 
bered, were already in jail. Hutchinson sent to 
the sheriff, desiring him "to take some course 
with those women that they might not have 
such power to torment." The sheriff ordered 
them to be fettered, and ''ever since that" 
HutcLinson's wife had been " tolerably well." 
Sarah Buckley and Mary Whitridge were tri^ 
in January, 1693, and acquitted. They were 
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poor people, and the costs of court, the expense 
of living in Jul uid the jailer's fee of £10, fair- 
ly fmpoTeriabed them: It ie difficult lor ua to 
realise the state of a eoaniiiuity where persons 
aoensed of a terrible crime, kept heavily ironed 
for man; months in a vile prison, tried for their 
lircs, and finally acquitted, ntn compelled to 
paj all tLe rosts and fees before being liberated. 
There were many other persons tried or ao- 
ensed, and still others aospeoted, besides those 
indlTidnally mentioned in the preceding pages, 
bat the particulars already giren will suffice to 
indioate how all were treated. The oourse par> 
sned by magistratea and ooorts differed only in 
niaor detail!. 
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|N review iog the ;^toi7 presented in the pre- 
ceding pages I confess to a measure of 
doubt ns to the moving causes in this ter- 
rible traii^dy. It seems impossible to believe 
a tithe of the statements which were made at 
the trials. And yet it is equally difBcuIt to say 
that nine out of every ten of the men, women 
and children who testified upon their oaths, 
intentionally and wilfully falsified. Nor does it 
seem possible that they did, or could, invent all 
these marvelous tales ; fictions rivalling the im- 
aginative genius of Haggard or Jules Verne. 
Nevertheless, we know that the greater portion 
of their depositions were without foundation in 
fact. Many of them we may attribute to the 
wild fancyings of minds disordered by the ex- 
cited state of the community. Others cannot 
be thus explained satisfactorily. In order to 
form a correct judgment of the acts and words 
of these people, we must first put ourselves in 
the place of the men and women of 1692. Th^ 
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believed is witchcraft; that there was aaoh a 
thing, no one doubted. Aa we have seen, the 
wisest joriats, aa well as all the ministers, 
believed in the eziatence of witches. Books 
were written npon the 8abjrct, as apon iosaoity 
and kindred topics. People had been arrested 
and executed for the alleged crime in all Chris- 
tian conntriei. For nearly half a century pre- 
vious to 1692, prosecutions were made for 
witchcraft in New England. Men like Gov. 
Endicott, Gov. 'Vfiothrop, and even the liberal- 
minded Bradstreet, had parECd sentence npon its 
unfortunate victims, ^hall wr, then, wonder 
that the people of Salttn Village attributed to 
the demon witchcraft the strange performancea 
of Abigail Williams, Elizabt-th Parris, Ann Put- 
nam and thi-ir ossociatte, in 1692 and 1693? 
Bather shall we not record our admiration that 
then and there the belief in spectral evidence, ' 
and, necessarily witchcraft, received its death 
blow . The refusal of the Essex jury to oonviot 
in January, 16S3, was the beginning of the end, 
not only in Salem but in the world. Some 
oharactera were exhibited drring the dark period 
that command our profoundest respect, ileroio 
Joseph Putnam slways denounced the oourse 
being pursued and kept his borao saddled for 
some weeks in anticipation of a call from the 
ooDstaUe and with the fall detenniiubtioa to es- 
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That Mr. Parris was sincere in the belief that 
these children were bewitched, I see no revon 
to doubt. That he " fanoed the flame " and cd- 
oonraged the proseoutioDS for the parposo of 
" vreiikiDg vengeance " on his op])onent8 in 
ohurch affairs, as is often asserted, is doulitfiil. 
Thut hi; shoulil be more read; to believe cne of 
bis opponeuts ^Itjr than one of his friends and 
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supporters, is quite natural, althuuijh we may 
look in vain for any positive evidence of even 
this. Families that supported him di>l not 
always escape prosecution, while others, not of 
the ministerial faction, were numberrd among 
the most active aooascTs. Every neighborhood 
disagreement that court record or tradition has 
handed down to us, has been enlarged upon and 
embellished by different writers to prove tbat 
persons were aooused of witohoiaft beoanse of 
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wme diffflranOM of opinioo or some pet^ soit* 
«t-l»w. And jet in freqaentlj find these sanu 
people aniting in a oomplaint for witchonft, as 
io tha ease of Sarah Good, where the ooraplain- 
ants were Thomas Preston, son-in-law of Bebeooa 
Nnrse, and Thomas and Edward Patoam. That 
pArris should t^ke an active part in the affur 
w.ts nataral, seeing he was the minister of the 
parish. Is it matter of wonder that he should 
attend the trials and ask questions ? He was 
probablj as familiar with the faots as anjr one 
who could be present He was freqaentljr n- 
porter of the evidence, appointed by the court 
becanse be wrote in charanters and oould make 
miuDtes faster than most others. It is true that 
after the storm hod past Parris bad renewed dis- 
agreements with the oharoh. But it was reallj 
a oontinuatioD of the old feud that had merely 
stumbervd for a year, together with tbe added ' 
feelings engendered by l^e ooonrrencea of that 
pfr!od. Naturally the activity ot Ur. Panis in 
the proMOutiunf rendered him obnoxious to the 
surviving rel Uirea of those whose lives were 
taken. All thii, h')wever, would be oonsistent 
with his sincerity. No one now qaeations but 
that the whole unfortunate affair, judged from 
our stand-poiut, was an error ot tbe grivest 
nature. But judged from the rantage ground of 
1692, the first error was in the cooTiotion of 
persons <m purely spectral eridenoe, for whioh 
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the judges, not Parris, were responsible. The 
second was made by the judges when they failed 
to penetrate the yeil of improbability which 
ahroudei the testimony of many witnesses, and 
to see that much of this testimony was either 
falsehood or delusion. The judges, as we 
have seen, followed very closely the precedents 
of the ablest English jurists. All those engaged 
in the prosecutions appear to hare learned a les- 
son by thiir experience. Parris himself snbse- 
quently said that, ''were the same troubles 
again he should not agree with his former appre- 
hension."' Granting that he even took up the 
witchcraft cry too hastily in the beginning, 
where is the evidence that he did it to ** wreiUc 
vengeance " on any who had opposed his minis- 
try? I mean not to defend Puris. Undoabted- 
ly he was hasty. More care, a cooler head, 
better judgment, might have prevented the 
witchcraft tragedy. The delusion would have 
I een ended almost before it was begun had the 
tricks of those girls been exposed. Parris could 
have done this had he not been blinded by the 
infatuation of his belief in witchcraft. But that 
he was actuated by motives of spitu would 
appear to be very doubtful. 

Even more has Cotton Mather's position been 
mifiunof rFtood and misinterpreted. He and his 

1 Samavl Piirrto' •• AduKmlcdgaMBt,** l»l{ qMted tf C^f«^ 
r^ywlcr** ed.. 100. 
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father. Increase Hatheri were consenratiTe in all 
matters relating to the witchcraft prosecutions 
after they began. Cotton Mather has leen 
charged repeatedly with *' getting up " the delu- 
sion at Salem VillagCi with being '' the chief 
agent of the mischief/' snd helping it on 
throughout that dark summer. On the contraryi 
he was not present at a single trial, snd was at 
only one execution. It is an open question 
whether he was not at the execution of Mr. 
Burroughs as a friend snd brother minister and 
not as a persecutor. Wo should take with some 
measure of allowance Calefs statement about 
Mather's declaration that Burroughs was no 
ordained minister. Mr. Mather advised the 
judges and the council to exercise great care, 
and not to convict on spectral evidence alone. It 
has been said that he advised testing the accused 
by having them rei>eat the Lord's prayer. So he 
did. But in doing so he especially enjoined the 
judges not to use it as evidence to convict. Here 
are his exact words : 

" That they 1 a tcf ted by repeAtfog the Lord's prayer or 
tboee other Si> terns of ehrittUuiity whSoh it seems tbo divels 
oft4 n make the witches usable to repeat without ridkuloas 
DepraTaUons and Amputstlous. The danger of this experi- 
ment will be taken away if you make no eridence of it| but 
only pat tt to the nse I mentiai. . . • The like I would 
say of soBM other experiments only we may ve ttfi e too Ikr 
bafote we aie aware."* 

Hlsl.OolL9VIIL»M. 
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At the rery outset of the examinatioiii CrOttoa 
Mather wrote to Maj. Richards, 

** Moftt hambly begging him that ha do not lay mora 
fir e i oA pure spectre testimooy than it will bear. It It 
certain thut tlie divils hare eometinies repreeented th* 
shapee of persons not only innocent bat rery Tertiioa8."> 

He wrote to Judge Sewall on Aug. 17, 1692 : 

" I do still Think That when there is no farther Evf dene* 
against a person bat only This, That a Spectre in their' ' 
shape does afflict a neighbor, that Eridence is not enosgh 
to convict ye . . of witchcraft.*' 

This letter was written two days before the 
execution of Proctor, Burroughs, Willard, Car- 
rier and Jacobs, and therefore this further sen- 
tence is peculiarly significant : 

" If any persons have been condemned aboat whom any 
of ye judges are not easy in their minds* that ye Evidence 
against them, has been satisfactory, it wonld certainly be 
for ye glory of the whole Transaction to give that person a 
Reprieve. "4 

That Cotton Mather believed in witchcraft, is 
not the question. We know he did in the 
strongest manner, and that he had written ex- 
tensively in support of the doctrine. Kor is 
there any question but that he believed in the 
admission of spectral evidence. But the ques- 
tion is, how far would he go in the prosecutions 
and how much credence would he give to this 
evidence. It seems plain from quotations already 

SIbd. 

4Tran8aotlons of the Lit. and Hist. Sooiety of Quebeo, II., 
813. 
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made from his writings that, while he believed 
in the admission of the testimony he did not. 
believe in conyicting persons on it alone. Phips 
wrote, on Feb. 21, 16d3, that the advice given 
by the Mathers and other ministers for more 
cantion in the admission of evidence, had much 
lessened the peril of conviction.' Nevertheless, 
Cotton Mather was in a large degree responsible 
for the witchcraft troubles of 1692, because he had 
been /or several years instilling into the minds of 
the people belief, not only in the reality of witch- 
craft, but in the existence of an ever present 
devil who was using the spectres of human 
beings to do his evil deeds. Mather appears to 
have had an unbounded faith in his own knowl- 
edge and power; he believed himself divinely 
appointed, above all his brother ministers, to 
lead in the work of purifying the community if 
not the world, and driving out the evil one. 

Mr. Mather's plan for dealing with people 
supposed to be bewitched was to pray with them, 
not to prosecute the person^ whom they accused 
of being their tormentors. He seems to have 
been as successful with his remedy as the judges 
were with theirs. He prayed with the Goodwin 
children and with their alleged tormentors. That 
outbreak was checked in the family where it ori- 
ginated, and no lives were then sacrificed, beyond 
that of Mrs. Glover. Perhaps if Mather had 

irat*t ABMto Of SiOtii, IL, ttL 
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been as active in the Salem Village witchcrafts 
as some of his detractors allege, be would have 
been the means of saving the lives that were 
sacrificed to the law and the ill-timed activity 
of ParriSy Noyes, Hale, and the court. Brattle, 
speaking of the execution of Burroughs and 
others, at which Cotton Mather was presenti 
says : 

" They protested their innooeDoy m in the preeeiioeof the 
great God whom forthwith they were to appear heforo; 
they wished, and declared their wish , that their blood 
might be the last innocent blood shed upon that aoooont. 
With gnsX affectation they entreated Mr. C. M. to pray 
with them; they prayed that God would discover what 
witchcrafts were among ns ; they forirave their aocasen, 
they spake without reflection on Jury and Judges for brln^-' 
ing them in guilty and condemning them : they prayed ear- 
nestly for pardon for all other sins and for an interest in 
the precious blood of our dear Redeemer : and seemed to be 
very sincere, upright, and sensible of their dronmstanoea 
on all accounts; especially Proctor and Willard, whose 
whole management of themselves, from the Jail to the 
Gallows, and whilst at the Gallows, was very affecting and 
melting to the hearts of some considerable spectators, whom 
I could mention to you: but they are executed and so I 
leave them."* 

The reader will have noticed, no doubt, that 
the charges of witchcraft in 1692 were made 
mainly by children, as in all previous cases in 
this and other countries. Children were the ac- 
cusers in nearly every instance ; children werei 
the afflicted, and children were the principal 

eXsss. HIsti CoU. (1st. series), Y.» M. 



\ 



2M wiToaosAR nr malmk nixAaB. 

witonsw. Idttla Ann Patnam testified in Din» 
teea oaaea, Elizabeth Habbard in twenty, ilaxj 
Waloott in sixteen, Uaiy Warren in tweln^ 
iSeasj Lewis in ten, Abigail Williams, Snsan 
Sheldon and Elizabeth Booth in eight eaoh. Ib' 
fact, the delosioa originated with children and 
was kept alive by them. Shorn of their testi* 
monj, it ooold not hare been maintained for a 
day. Ann Patnani's power over life and death 
exceeded that of judges and jury. When she 
said Martha Corey was a witch, Martha was 
arrested. When she said the man Abbott was 
the ooe whose appearance had tormented her, 
he was arrested. When she said he was not the 
man, he was instantly released. What motirea 
prompted these children it is difficult to say. It 
juBj be they were carried away by the impoN 
tance in the oommunity which their statementa . 
gare them ; or they may bare been the rictims 
of the same mental derangement that afflicted 
the older people. We do not know, we can 
nerer know, what prompted them to act as they 
did. The Carr family from which Ann Putnam 
was deeoended, is known to have been one whose 
members were rery impressionable^ given to fit* 
of nerroosoess and hysteria. 

Bnt how shall we aooonnt for the stories told 
by the nomerona adult witnesses? What ez> 
plaoatioo shall be offered for the marrelons 
talM of IfaSa'Aaa Patoam,.' of Biahaid Carr, 



Samnel Sheldon, Jonathui Westgate, Qftmad 
Shattack and others? Some BtatementB by thaM 
witnesses are ondonbtedly merely exaggerated 
ftooounts of every d^ oocarreooes. Others are 
not thus explainable. The only solntion whioh 
we should be likely to offer ot saeh tales in this 
day and generation, would be that the pereoa'i 
mind was badly disordered by insanity, or bj 
habitual intemperaooe, or that he had aaffered 
an attack ot oightmare. It is pretty evident 
that the two disorders last named did effect the 
testimonies of some of the witnesses, bat the 
soIatioD that seems most reasonable is that 
which attributes the conduct of these persona to 
a sort of epidemic, which pervaded the whole 
community. Men and women were temporarily 
insane over the strange oconrrences in their 
midst. Their minds were actually disc-ued. 
Uany who confessed themselves witches aubee- 
qneotly explained that they did this " because 
80 many people were positive the devil had a[i- 
peared in their shapes, they could not doubt it 
was true." They had been educated to believe 
such thiogs not only possible but probable and 
common. They did not know but that the demon 
had invisibly taken their shapes to torment 
others. Persons whom they did not suspect of 
intentionally falsifying, testified under oath th.at 
these things bad been done, and they oould not 
doabt it. The aaEeat iwajr thereforfi,.w they mfil 
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knewi was to confess. Others, no doubt did not 
belieTS the testimony against themselves, but 
acknowledged themselves to be witches because 
those who confessed were discharged, while 
those who did not were eventually convicted and 
executid Somo stood to the confession and 
were saved. Others, under the promptings of 
their consciences, repudiated the confession and 
suffered death. It is difScult to reconcile the 
conduct of Thomas Putnam, and his wife Ann, 
and their daughter Ann, jr., with other than 
motives of personal malice. Young Ann, as we 
have seen, Was a leading complainant and wit- 
ness in all the important cases. The mother 
testified at several trials, telling some of the 
most improbable stories recorded in all this his- 
tory. Thomas was an active and leading charac- 
ter throughout from first to last. He prepared 
many of the depositions for his daughter, and 
on several occasions, made statements for her 
over his own signature. Why he was thus 
prominent does not clearly appear. It may be 
that he was prompted solely by what he believed 
to be fbr the public good : that he was honest, 
but misguided, yet his zeal was certainly extra- 
ordinary. 

Of the conduct of the examining magistrates,' 
the judges and other otBcials, but one opinion 
seems possible: they were misguided in their 
sense of duty, unjust to the aoonsedt and onnao- 
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Msuily avnn with the priBonen. This is tins' 
vhether ire judge them from the Btandpoint of 
1892 or 1692. The aooiued weie treated, from 
the moment some babbling child uttered a Boapio- 
ioas word against them, to the burial of their 
bodies after execution, with a harehneas som^ 
times little short of brotality, and with far 
more seTeritj than any evideuos would indicate 
that persons accused of other crimes in those 
A»,jB were treated. They appear to hare beea 
regarded as veritable devils tfaemselves, ready to 
torment everybody. Their rights, even as the 
rights of aocQsed persons were understood in 
1692, were not protected. The treatment of 
persons accused of witchcraft in England a half 
oentDty earlier, by courts and officers, irai ap- 
parently more civilized and humane, so far as 
any one can judge from the accounts left to ns 
of those trials. The great mistake of the judges 
in Massachusetts was in allowing convictiona oa 
spectral evidence alone, and in holding that the 
devil could not appear iu the shape of a person 
without that person's consent,aUhough they had 
Englinli precedents for this course. Stoughton 
maintained this view throughout the entire 
period, against the advici) uf some of his asso- 
ciates on the bench. It is not to be presumed 
that he or auy one else connected with these 
prosecutions desired to convict innocent persons, 
or to take the lives of any not proven guilty by 
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what «(Pemed to them legitime evidejipe. 7^^ 
uiMloiibtedly l)elieTed that the wor4 of |i witch , 
wa« not to be taken under any circuni8ianpe$; 
that when the accused made any statements in 
their own behalf they were prompted to it by 
the deyil, and theref9re not to be believed. 

One thing at least seems certain regarding the j 
witchcraft ]irosecutions : nearly every man ' 
prominently connected with them subsequently 
oonfecsed his error. Even Stoughton, in 1696^ 
approved a proclamation ordaining a public fast 
to be kept on the 14th of January, 1697, to im- 
plore that the anger of Ood might be turned 
away, and condnding with the expression of 
a fear that something might still be wanting to 
accompany the r supplications, eFpecially as re- 
lated to the witchcraft tragedy. The General 
Court% subsequent y reimbursed to the heirs of 
the executed persons and to those who were im- 
prisoned from time to time during 1692-8 
more or less of the losses suffered by them, and 
reversed the attainders. I am aware that it is a 
disputed question wheth^ all the i^ecessaiy foi- 
malities to make the several acts of the General 
Court of full force and effect were ever fulfilled j 
but there is no question that the sentiment o^ 
th^ people's representatives was overwhelmingly 
in favor of doing thui much to right a great 
wiong. 

B^T* John Hale of Beverly, on0 of the .lUdeit 
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dirines in Kew England, repented of the pari 
he had taken in the affair, and wrote that, 

" B7 followiiiK inch traditions of oor fathers, ™^*iw*f of 
the oommon law, and precedents and principles, which now 
we may see weighed in tlie balance of the sanotoary, are 
(band too light— such was the darkness of that day, the toiw 
tores and lamentations of the atBicted, and the power of 
former precedents, that we walked in the clouds and eonld 
not see our way.'* 

The First Gburoh in Salem, by vote recorded, 
that " we are through Ood's mercy to ua, con- 
▼inced that we were at that dark .day, nnder the 
power of those errors wbirh then prevailed in 
the land.''' On July 8, 170(1, tbe ministers of 
Essex county addressed a memorial to tbe Gen- 
eral Court, saying tiiere was ** great reason to 
fear that innocent persons then suffered, and 
that (jod may have a controversey with the land 
upon that account'*' The jurors who tried and 
convicted the accused, united in a public state- 
ment in which they said, among other things : 
<' We justly fear that we were sadly deluded and 
mistaken." It may interest the reader to know 
who the jurymen were. Neal gives the follow- 
ing list 6f one jury : Thomas Pisk, foreman, 
William Fisk, John Batchelder, Thomas Fhk, 
j[un , John Bane, Joseph Evfleth, Thomas Per^ 
ly, sen i John Peabody, Thomas Perkins, Sam- 
ilel Sayer, Andrew Elliott and Hebry Herrick, 

7 ReoordB First Church, Salem. 

8 Witoboraft Psp«r«» Bute HouMt Boston. 
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sen. Ann Potnam lived to realize the error of 
her oondncti and to repent of it most bitterly. 
In 1706, Bey. Joseph Oreen, then pastor of the 
Village ishurchy read her confession to the 
church. It was as follows : 

I desire to be hnmbled before Ood for that sad and bum- 
bling proTidenoe that befel my father*! family in the year 
about 1002; tliat I, then being in my childhood, nhonld by 
•och a proridenoe of Ood, be made an instmmeiit f r the 
aoensing of eereral perMiis of a grievous erimo, wliereby 
their lires were talcen awny from them, whom now I hare 
iufi gnmnds and good reason to beliere they were innocent 
persons ; and that it was a great delusion of Satan t'lat do- 
oeiTod me in that sad time, whereby I justly fci r I hare 
been instrumental, with others, though ignorantly and un- 
wittingly, to bring upon myself and tliis land the guilt of 
innocent blood ; tlioiigh what was said or done by me 
against any iierson I can truly and uprightly ssy before 
God and man, I did it not out of any anger, malice or ill- 
will to any person, for I had no such thhng against one of 
them, but what I did was ignorantly, being deluded of 
satan. And particularly as I was a chief instrument of a<v 
casing of goodwife Nurse and her two sisters, I desire to lie 
in the dust, and to be humbled for it, in that I was a cauMe, 
with others, of so sad a calamity to them and their fami- 
lies; for which cause I desire to lie in the dust, and ear- 
nestly beg forgireness of Ood, and from all those unto 
whom I hare giren just cause of sorrow and oifenoe, whoeo 
relations were taken away or accused. 

Many others connected with the prosecutions 
subsequently acknowledged their error. None 
of these people, as I understand it, denied 
witchcraft itself. The error they acknowledged 
was as to the method of procedure. They con- 
fessed that they had been too hasty in their 
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judgments, and had aaoiiMd aad oonviotod in* 
DOcent persona. 

Great etress has been laid on the so-oalled 
" confession " of Jadge Bewail in the old Sooth 
Cliuroh, Boston, on Fast Day, 1697. The act 
was nothing out of the nsaal ooutse for Sewall, 
or for m&aj othera in that day. They had a 
halnt, whenever apy great joy or sorrow came to 
them or their families, of " putting up a bill " 
to be read from the pulpit. Sewall's. diary 
shows that be did this often. It was not usually 
a cODfession of any special sin, bat a " petition," 
he calls it. The governor had appointed a day 
of ^ting and prayer. On that day Sewall 
handed his petition to the minister, and, as vaa 
the custom, stood up in his pew while it was 
being read. The petition was as follows ; 

8>maBl Semll, MD^lble of the nlUntMd itrokca of Qod 
Bpon hImMll uid tmmilj, knd being eanalble that m to Ui« 
guiU contracted od the opealiiK ot the Imte Commtnlm ot 
ojrer and Terminer M Balein <io which the order for thia 
dejreUten) he ixapon meny uooonte, more ooDoemod 
then *ay lie knowi ot, Dealna to take the Blame end abame 
of li, Aaklng perdon ot men, And eapeelallf deairtuf 
prayen tlikt Ood who baa aa Unlimited Anthoritj, would 
pardon that itn and all other hlaslDi, penMuU and Bel*- 
tiT«. And Mcoiding to hk infinite Benignity and BornljtD. 
t; Not Vlalt the aln of blm or a»r other, npim hlmMlf or 
•nj of bin, nor npoB the Land. Bat that Be voaid pow*^ 
foilj defend bin again*! all Temptation to Sin, For th* ' 
Fntnie, and Tonchaate lilm the effleatloM, MTlag Ooodaot . 
of hie WordandBpirit."* , 

tSewall Papen, I, MS. ' ■ • ■ .' t 



3B2 WITCBCBAIT tV BAlUf TILIiAOB. 

These exubples of rppeotance and alrange of 
eentiiuents might be coDtinued Almost indetiDite* 
1;, but enough has beeu given to show that the 
Inuling prosecutors and tfae officialR generally, ^ 
Bubeequentl; acknowledged their mistake. The 
conclusion, therefore, which seems mostrational 
is that which attributes the unfortunate aCair tct 
c sjieoies of neigliborliood insanity, a vliole- 
salf dfliision. It was like a cyclone that swieps 
over the land, or a conflagration that wipes out 
of existence whole sections of a city. We do 
not realize the awful drama whioh is being en- 
acted around us. Only when the storm has 
passed and we awake to a thorough comprehen- 
rion of the calamity, do we appreciste its force ; 
then, the hour of its raging seems like a dream. 
8aeh, I judge, was substantially the casA with 
oDr ancestors two centuries ago. They did not 
realize, during the summer of 1692, the awful- 
ness of the tragedy they were enacting. They 
belieTed that they were casting out devils, and 
that any measures, however severe, wen josti- 
6ablp, Their language after the storm was 
passed and a calm bad settled over the lund, im- 
plies as much, — and more, — that the fall realita- 
tion of what they had been doing, dawned od. 
them only after aU was over. The witehoraft 
tti^edy must then have seemed -to them lAa i 
horrid nightmare. We of the ptesefit geiieili- 
tion shudder at the intolerant pArseoattons and 
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s do 



superatitioas of our aacestors. Let u: 
nothing io politica or religioa that will causa 
oar desoendants to bluah for tu. It is w«ll to r» 
Tire the unwiae or unjust iOts of our anoeston 
lometimes, as ws would plaoe a beaoon on >otae 
shoal or reef where a ship had been wreolud, to' 
warn others of the danijet. 
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For more oooTeiiient reference a lUt of all pemm Monaed 
of wkchcraft In 1602, so fkr as known, Is appended. 

The following were executed: June 10, Bridget Bishop; 
Jn\j 19, Sarah Good, Sarah Wildes, Elizabeth How, Su- 
sanna Martin and Rebecca Nurse ; Aogust 19, Oeoige Bniw 
loaghs, John Procter, Oeorge Jacobs, sen., John WUlard, 
and Uartha Carrier; September 22, Martha Corey, Marj 
Easty, Alice-Parker, Ann Pndeator, Maigaret Soott, Wil- 
mot Reed, Samoel Wardwell and Marj Parker; September 
19, Giles Corey pressed to death. 

The following were condemned but notexeonted : At the 
third session of the ooart in Angust, Elizabeth Procter; 
fourth session, Dorcas Hoar; fifth session, Abigail Faulk- 
ner, Rebecca Bames, Mary Lacy, Ann Foster and Abigail 
Hobbs ; at the January session of the new court in 1003, 
Mary Post, Sarah Wardwell and Elizabeth Johnson. 

Below will be found a partial list of persons accused 
whether convicted or not: Andorer, Nehemiah Abbott, 
Sarah Bridgis, Abigail Barker, William Barker, William 
ISitrker, Juii., Mary Barker, John Bradstreet, Mrs. Sbeneser 
Baker, William Barry, Martha Carrier, Richard Carrier, 
Sarah Cave, Deliverance Dane, Mrs. Nathan Dane, Abigail 
Faulkner, Ann Foster, Eunice Frye, ^— » Harrington, 
Stephen Johnson, John Laundry, Mary Lacy* Mary Mart- 
ton, Mary Osgood, Mary Parker, Hannah Tyler, Martha 
Tyler, Joanna Tyler, Hope Tyler, Samuel Wardwell, Sarah 
Wilson, Sarah Wilson, jun., Marj Wardwell. 

Amesbnry, Susanna Martin. 

Bererly, Dorcas Hoar, Rebecca Johnson, Sarah Metrill, 
Sarah Morey, Susanna Boote, Sarah Eiste, Job Tokey art 
John Wright. 
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Boxlofd, Itebacc* Bmum Mid Eobert Bum*. 

Bouon, Jolm Aldon and John Flood. 

Blllericft, Ooodmui Abbott, U. Andrawa, JUrrTooth- 
sker, JajKin Toothaker uid Kogar Tootbkktt. 

Ch«lmsford, Marth* Bp«rki. 

ChulMtown. Bliubeth Cuej md Bllubeth Pajna. 
' Oloucoiter, Marf CoSd, Ann DoIItm, Muthm Prine* 

■Dd AblfCtUI SOIDM. 

.BaTeililll, Alaiy OiMDs and Un FtuhjU BntchlnMOi 

Ljnn, Samli BtUMit, SanJi Cole, Matr Deride, Mmj 
D«rri1l, Thomu Famr, Eluabeth Hut, IIM7 Iiwon and 
Hurtticb. 

Maiden, Elliabeih Foedlck. 

Harblebead, WUmotRead. 

BeadiuK, Bliubeth CoUon, Sanh DnMln, I^dl* Dnttln 
and Saiah Rice. 

RowlBf, Mary Poat and Margaret Boolt. 

Satem, Caiid; (an Indlau ilaTe), Pliilllp Enfcllili, Uwr 
English, Thomas Hardj, Alice Parker, 8anh PeaM, Ann 
Padeaior, Mary de KleU and Mrs. While. 

Balem Village and Parau, Daniel Androm, Edward 
Biahnp, Bridget Biihnp, Sarah Biihop, Hary Black, John 
Baitoii, Rarali Bibber, Sarah Buckley, Sarab CloyM, Mar- 
tha Corey, Gilea Corey, 8*nUi Oood, Dorothy Oood. Jolm 
Indian, George Jacobs, een., Oeorge Jacoba, Jan., Haif[MM 
Jacob*, Manila Jacobn, Rebecca Jacob*, Rebecca Ifniaa, 
John Procter, Elizabeth Procier, Benjamin Procter, Wll- 
llaik) Procier, Tllnba, Uary Warren, Mary Whittridga and 
John Willard. 

SatlBbuty, Mary P. Bnulbory. 

To|>sfleld. Mebemiah Abbott, Jnn., Haij Eaaty, Abigail 
Habbis DeliTeratice Hohbi, William HoUw, EUtabMlt 
' How. Jamee Huir and Sanli Wlldea. 

Weill, Ne., Oeorge Bnrrougha. 

Wobuni, BethiaCaner. 
' Beildeiice unknown, Barhel Clinton. 

Sarah OKbum and Ann Kcater wera octiTiotad and aea* 
fenced, but died In priaon. 
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The qamtkm whether the altaindeTB were erer remoiTed 
end whether the heirs of all tlie saffereie erer reoeired 
oompeiisetkm at the hands of the General Gonrt has heen 
ahl7 and ezhaostlTely ar^ed hj Mr. A. C. Ooodell of 
8alem« editor of the Prorinoe Laws, and Dr. Oeoige H. 
l^oore of New York, in papeis read hefore the Maasacho- 
setts Hi>torical Sodet/.and pnhlishod in the proceedings of 
that societjr* and also in pamphlet form. Both of these 
anthorities agreed that an act passed in 1708 rererring the 
attaindem of Ahigail Faulkner, Barali Wardwell and Blin^ 
heth Procter. The records in the office of the clerk of 
courts in Salem contain a statement of the amounts allowed 
in the case of each peison and also the acknowledgment 
of the receipt of the monej hj numerous claimants. The 
following document shows heyond questicm that peouniaiy 
compensation was made to many of the sufferers whether 
the attaint was erer fully remored or not : 

By His Excellency the Goremor. 

Whereas ye Generall Assembly in their last Session a<v 
eepted ye report of their comitte appointed to consider •^ ye 
Damages Sustain^ by Sundry persons proeeeuted for 



Witchcraft in ye year l&Q Vi 
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To Elizabeth How 12-0-0 


John Procter * wile lAMM) 


George Jacobs 7fMM> 


Sarah Wild 


14-0^ 


Mary Basiy 2(MM) 


Mary Bradbury 


20-0-0 


Mary Parker 8-0-0 


Abigail Faulkner 


20-0-0 


Ge* rpee Bnnonghs 00-0-0 


Abigail Hobba 


lO-O-O 


Giles Corey & wile 21-0-0 


Anne Foster 


6-10-0 


Rrbeccah Nuise 2S-0-0 


Bebeocah Eamee 


10-0-0 


John Willard 2rM>-0 


Dorcas Hoar 


21-17-0 


SarahGood 30-0^ 


Mary Poet- 


»-14-0 


Martha Carrier l-S^ 


MaiyLaoey 


S-10^) 


Samuel WardweU ft 

wile 80-lft-O 
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The whole amoimtiDg unto Five Hundred Serenty Eight 
poundes & Twelve Shillings. 

I do bj & with the advice & oonaent of Her Haj*«F« ooan- 
oU hereby otder yoa to pay ye above Sum of five hundred 
Seventy Eight ponndee & Twelve ahiUingi to Stephen 
Sewall B^qr. who together with ye Oenilemen of ye Coci>- 
itte that Estimated and Reported ye Said Damages are de- 
aired & directed to distribute ye Same in proportion aa 
above to saoh of ye Said peiaona at are Living & lo thoae 
that legally represent them that are dead aooording aaye 
law directs for which this shall be yonr warrant. 

Given under my hand at Boeton 
the 17 day of December 1711. 

J: Dudley 
To Mr. Treasurer Taylor 

By order of ye Governor & Council 

Is* Addinqton Secr«/ 

Other papers on the same files contain the receipts of the 
heirs of the above named parties for the amounts allowed 
to them. It will be seen that tlie names of six penons who 
were executed do not appear in this list, neither does that 
of Elizabeth Johnson jr. who wais condemned but n 4 exo- 
euted. nor that of Sarah Osbum who died in prison. I do 
not find that their heirs ever received any compensation for 
the damages sustained by their persons and estates. Ap- 
parently none of the heirs of the six who were condemned 
evoK petitioned for reimbursement or for the removal of the 
attaint. For this reason doubtless their names do nut ap- 
pear in the list reported upon by tlie committee. Elizabeth 
Johnson did sign the petition, but her name was omitted, 
either accidentally, or purpoi^ly because of her bad ohaiMV 
ter. 
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The letter of Gov. Ph^ps to the home govmment under 
dute of JTeb. 21, 1602-3 U as follows : 
May it please yC Lords^. 
By the Capn. of ye Samnell A Heniy I gave en acomuii 
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thftt att m J arrlTttll here I foond ye Prisons' fall of people 
eomitted upon suspicion of witchcraft A that oontlDiiaU, 
complaints were made to me that many persons were gricT- 
onsly tormented by witches & that they cryed oat npon 
sereraU persons by name, as ye canse of their torments ye. 
namber of theie complaints increasing erery day, by ad- 
Tlce of ye Lient. Oorr. & ye Coancill I gave a Comission of 
Oyer and Terminer to try ye sospected witches ft at thai 
time the generality of ye People represented ye matter to 
me as reall witchcraft & gare rery strange instances of the 
same. The first in Comiasion was ye Lieut. Govr. & ye ntt 
persons of ye best pradence & figare that coald then be 
pitched npon & I depended npon ye Court for a right 
method of proceeding in cases of witchcraft ; at that time I 
went to comand the army at ye Eastern part of the 
Prorinoe for ye French and Indians had made an attack 
upon some of our Frontier Towns, I continuod there for 
some time but wken I returned I found people mueh ^ieeaU 
i^ML at ye proeeedinge of ye Court for about Twenty per- 
sons were condemned and executed of which namber eome 
were thought by many pereone to be innocent. The Court 
ititl proceeded in ye same method of trying them, which was 
by ye erldence of ye afflicted persons who when they were 
brought into ye Court as soon as the suspected witches 
looked upon them instantly fell to ye ground in strange 
agonii*s & grirrous torments, but when touclid by «hem 
upon ye anne or some other part of their iiesh tliey imed- 
iately rerired ft came to themseWes, upon [which] they 
made oath that ye Prisoner at ye Bar did afflict them A 
that they saw their ithape or spectre come from their bodies 
which put them to fuch paines & torments: When I en- 
quired into ye matter I was enformed by ye Judges that 
tliey begun with this, but had humane testimony against 
such as were condemned & undoubted proof of their beiqg 
witches, but at length I foand that the Derill did take up- 
on him ye shape of innocent persons & some were aocnsed 
of whose Innocency I was well assured ft many eofuttf^foMi 
jMfsofis of anblameable life ft oonTenatloo were oried ool 
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npon u wltohM ft wlimrdi the D^utji Oow. nMwItliBtkiid- 
inXperiMtd vlgoroutlg in ft tamt mtikod te ft grtat dltat- 
^faetion i dittuHianee t} v< peaplt until) I pat ui aad to 
ja Couit & itopped y a proceedingi which I did b«ouua I 
mM mmnf Innocent penoiu might otherwiM perish ft aX 
that time I thoo^t it m^ duty to fire ut Moonnt ttieieot 
tbM Uielr Ha'*, pleoaure might be ilgalfled hoping th*t 
for tba better ordering thereof jtjadga Uarntd In lh« Jms 
in England might givt tuck ruitt t dlrcclioit* <u have liten 
praetieedin Eitalaad lor pToceedlnga In lo difflcalt ft eo 
nioa a point ; When I pal ao end to je Coart then weis at 
least fifty penuns in priaon f n grtat mfaery by reatan of lAa 
•xtrenu oalif 4 lt<Jrpoiwrt|r moat of them luring 00)7 apeo^ 
tre OTidenoe against them ft tli«lr mlttlmonM b«big deteo- 
tlT* I canaed aome of them to be Ictt ont npon bajla ft put 
je Jadgea npon oonsidering of a waj to reliete otheii ft 
prmtnl them from per Uhing Inpriton, upon whfcA tome </ 
Utfni were Mncfnced <t acicnowlediftd that their firmer pra- 
eeedtttg' vrt too violent 4 not groanded upOH a right foun- 
dation hut that if (Aey might tit agalne thev wvid proceed 
after aiuithtr method ft whereas Mr. Inoieaaa Mather ft 
MT«rall other DiTinea did gire it as their Jadgemont that 
ye DeTill might afflict In ye >hape of an innocent person ft 
that ye loolc ft ye touch of ye unspected peraoiu waa not 
snffloient proofe against them, theae things had not ye aamit 
•tieas layd opon them as before & npon this consldemtioD 
I permitted a apeoiall Superior Court to be held at Salem 
In ye County of Eauz on ye third day of January ye Lient. 
OoTr, being Chief Judge (heir method of proceeding being 
altered, all that were brought to tryall to ye number of 
filety two, wer« cleared saving three ft fwuj s^^armcd bf/ 
the King* Alton}/ Qvnerail that tame af ye cleared and ya 
condemned atre under ]/e »ame eireumttanee* or that there 
was ye same reason to clear ye three oondemned m ye reat 
acooidingto his Judgemrnt. The Deputy Oorr. signed a 
Warrant tor their execution ft also of life others who wer* 
condemned at ye former Court of Oyer and terminer but 
oonsidering how ye matter had been aumagad I tent a rp. 
prior whereby ya ezecmllon was stopped until their Haj. 
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pimgan be ligiiified A deoUied the Lieui, <7o«. trpon this 
pccatlom was inraged S JUUd with poMiiofiate onger S r»- 
fmtd .<o Wfl on y« bench in a Superior C<ntrt then held 
[Tueedap, Ja«riiary 31, 1603] at Chartee Tmatie S indeed 
haih/iixmi the begining hurried en these nuUtere withgreai 
preeipitaneg A bg hie warrant hath caused the estates, goods 
and chatties ^fge executed to be seised A disposed ^f without 
mg knowledge or consent, the stop put to ge /tnt method of 
ptooeedings hath diaiipatad je blak eload thai threftteoed 
this Ptoriooe with dattraoooo ; for wheroM this delusion of 
ye Devlll did spread & its dismall effects touched ye llTes 
& estates of many of their Ma**. Subjects & ye leputaooa 
of some </ ge prindpatt persons here Ss indeed nnhappll/ 
elogged and interrupted their Mates, affaires which hath 
been a great TTxaticm tome! I have no new complaints 
bntpeoipfes minds b^ore divided and distracted bg d{fering 
opinions oonoeming this matter are now well oomposed. 
I am Tor. Loidships most fiUthfull humble Senrant, 

WUliam Phips. 

To the Bt. Hony*. the Xarle of Nottingham, att Whita- 
Imllf I^oodoo* 
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The most noted of the English cases of witchcraft, and 
the one most frequently cited in the Salem trials, was that 
heard before Lord Chief Josttoe Hale in Bury St Edmunds 
in 1665. Ov that occssion Xmy Duny and Rose Cullender 
were ihb accused and were tried together. The report of 
this celebrated trial is found in Tolume 6, "Slate Trials,** 
page <{«7, and from thai report the following account has 
been condensed. 

Tlie morning the afflicted came into the hall to give in* 
■truetlons lor the ^wipg of their bills of Indioimeiif, 
thiM of .them IsU Into gtmsfs and Tlotapit j&ts* T*"1^MTg 
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mtt In a. moat Md mtniwr, m that tbay ocmld not In laj 
vlM |[1t« aaj Inilnietion In tha court wbe wan tha oatua 
ot their diitemitar. And allhoaiEh thaj did alter aotna 
oert^n apaoe recover oot (i( tlisir Bta, jet the; were every 
one ol lliem itmck dnmb, lo tliat none of them conid 
■peak neither at that lims, nor dorinf; the aaatiaa nntll ilie 
convlc'lon ot the iiippowd wttcbee. Elixabelh Ftej, t\rrea 
jean of avei one ot tha afflicted, wa« brought Into coart at 
Ibe time of the framiu)( ot the indlcPment and atterwarda 
at the trial ot ihe prlaonen, but cunld not apeak oiia word 
all Ihe time, and tot tbe moat part ihe remained at one 
whollj acnstlen, aaope In a deep ileep, and ooald more 
nopart ot herbodj, and all the mi>tlon of life that ap- 
pearrd In her was, that aa she laj upon eoabloni In the 
court upon ber back, her atomache and bellj, bj the draw- 
ing of her breath, would ariae to a great height; and after 
the tald Kliubeth had lain a long lime on the table In t]i« 
coun, ihe came to a little bencK and aat up, but oould 
nd-her aea nor ipcak, but wai wnaiblc ot what wa* aald to 
her, and atiar a while ibe laid her head on tbe bar of the 
court with a euihinn under it, and her hand and her aprou 
upon that, and there ilie lay a good apace o( time : and lij 
thedirccliuuof the Judge Amj Ouny waaprlTataljbroujtht 
to KUiabettt- Pacj, and nhe touclied hfir hand; whereupon 
tbe child without ao much aa aeeing her for her ejea ware 
cloMd all Ibe while, aoddenly Iraped d|i, and calefaed Amj 
Dun; hj Ihe hand, and atlerwardi by the face; and witli 
ber oatii scratched her tlli the blo-d came and would bj tM 
meani leave her till the waa taken from her. 

Dtfborah waa bold In inch eatreme agony thai ber pai«t,ia 
wholly diapalted ol ber iile, and theiefure could not bring 
her to tbe aMliaa. Samnel l^y, tha father, teatifled that 
Deborah waa anddenly taken wtih lamenraa In one li-ii. 
rhe aama day Amy Dnnj came to the honaa to buy aouie 
herriiigt. She came three tlmea and waa denied three 
timei, and the laat time went away grombllng. At tlie 
aame inatani Deborah waa taken wiih violent Sts, feeling 
moat extreme paiu In her atomache. Ilka the pricking ot 
plna, and ahrleklng out in a meet dreadful manner Uha nnia 
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a whslp. 81m oontlniied in this eztromity from Oct. 10 Ip 
Um 30th of the tame nKmth. The cliild criod <mt against 
Amjr. Doiij as the cause of her malady. Soon the otiiei 
rhild was taken, thfn hoth cried oat, " There stands Amy 
Unnj, and the Rote Cullender.*' They continued thus for 
two months. The father in the intervals caused ihem to 
read in the New Testament, and when they would come to 
the name of Lord, or Jesus, or Cliris', and then before they 
eould pronounce either of said words they would suddenly 
fall into their fits. But when they would come to the name 
Satan, ordoTil, they would clap their fingers upon the 
book, crying out, " This bites but makes me speak quite 
well." 

Margaret Arnold, Pacy*s sister, iestified|that her brother 
bctMight the children to her as she lived in Yarmouth She 
did not believe the children vomited pins but that they were 
playing tricks, so she took all the pins out of their cloches and 
aewed tliem on, yet they afterwards raised at several times 
at least 30 pins in her presence. At times the young child 
went to the door when sometl||ng which looked like a bee 
flew at her mouth. She ran into the house and fell into a 
fit, vomiting up a two-penny nail with a broad head. The 
child said the bee brought the nail and forced it into her 
mouth. The elder child at times declared that files came 
10 her and brought pins and afterwards she raised several 
pins. 

Dianna Becking deposed, that her daughter had fits and 
she was taken with pains in her stomache, like pricking 
with pins; and afterwards fell into swooning fits, takhng 
little or no food and daily vomiting crooked pins, " and up- 
on Sunday last raised seven pins.'* These pins and also a 
lathe nail were produced in court. Mary Chandler, mother 
of Susan Chandler, another of the afflicted, testified to 
searching the body of Rose Cullender and finding various 
•xcrescensesof flesh and other things not proper lo mention 
here. She also testified that her daughter had terrible fits 
^nd vomited up crooked pins, all of which mother and 
oaughter attributed to Roso Cullender. Tlie girl was im^ 
mediately brought into ooort and immediately sttuek dnmb^ 
eiyiag onl, ** bun her,** " bun her,'* 



At lb* bMring, oeotlnBN Uwnport, Umm i 
known paiMo* h Hr. 8aij«Mit Knacllin, Ux.t 
Kul, utd lit. SarJMnt BunBid ptwnt. Be^Mwit ffnnnllnf 
NeiDBd diMKtlsflMl with tb* erldaoM ; ud thonyht It do* 
tofflciant toooDTict ths priaooeni tor admitUng thkttlM 
flhlldiM wm« la tnith bowltched, jet, nld Im, It caa nmt 
1m applied to tb« prlMOMB, apoo tb* ImaglBMlss ooIjaC 
tli«p«rtlMftffliot«dj (or U thM night ba aUowod, Bopath 
too wfamlaoarer od be in ofotj. for pMbap* tbvj mlffat 
tajusj nnothM penon, who might nltogother ba inoooent In 
aaoh tnattai*. Dr. Biown ot Norwloh, " a paraon of fnnt 
bnowlodga, who mf tor tbli arlilencn giTon and npoa Tlaw ot 
tha three peiaoni In oonrt, wai desired to gtTe hU oplnbia, 
what ba did Qondere of tham i and ha wu claari; ot opin- 
ion that the peraona ware bewitched : and aald that In Da^ 
mark there had been lately a ftrest dlsooTarj ot witohaa, 
who need tha Ter; tuna wa; of afflicting panona, bf Oob- 
Tejlng pint into them, and crooked aa iheaa pina were, wldt 
needlea and nalta. And hlaopfnluo waa that thedeTlI !■ 
■ncti caaei did work npm the bodlee of man and women, 
npon a natural foundation (tliat li) to itll op, and ezdta 
nch ■Dpep-Bbaanding In tlieli bodice lo a greet azoeM 
wbareb; he did In an extraordinary manner aSlct them 
with incb dlatempaia aa thali bodlee were moat aabject to 
ai partlcnlarly appeared In theae children, tor he coaoelved 
that theee swooning fita were natural, and nothing alae bnt 
that thej call the mother, bat only lielghtened to a great 
ezoeaa by the aabtlltr of the de*ll, oooperatlng with th* 
malice ot theae which we term wltohea, at wboae Inatanwi 
he doth thoM Tiilalnlei." 

At fini during tha trial, there were aome eiperimenta 
made wiih tlie peraona afflicted bj brin^rlng the peraona to 
toncti tliem; and It wni obaerrcil, Ihat wh--u they were in 
the mldit at tlieir fitJi, to all uion'ii appraheuslou wholly 
deprived □( all auiise aiiil underiitaiiJiiijf, closing their fitU 
In aoch munnpr, u that Ihe airimKOat man in court Could 
not torce thcmapvn; yet by tlic Irost touch o( nne of chaM 
supposed witches, Rotte Cullender by name, they would 
■uddenly ahiiek outop^uiug tbelc buidj, wblch accident 
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would not happen bj the touch of any other penon. There 
wu what the report cells, *' an ingenious perM>n," who 
tbooght there might he great fallacj in the experiment and 
that the children might counterfeit their distemper. Ther^ 
upnn Lord Conwallis* Sir Edmund Bacon and Mr. Serjeant 
Kneeling retired to the further end of the hall while one 
of the disiempered was here in her fits. Amy Dunj was 
oonToyed from the har and brought to the maid ; they put 
an apron before her eyes, and then another person touched 
her hand, which produced the same effect as the touch of 
the witch did in court. Whereupon the gentlemim re- 
turned, openly protesting, that they did belleYO the whole 
transaction of this business was a mere imposture.! 

This put the court and all persons into a stand. But at 
length Mr. Pacy declared that possibly the maid might be 
deceiTed by a suspicion that the witch touched her when 
she did not. When his daughter recoTered she confirmed 
this and said that while she had been unable to sneak, she 
heard and understood all that was going on in the court. 
This was looked upon as a confirmation of the experiment 
and that the parties were bewitched. It being demanded 
of the prisoners wliat they had to say for themselTes, ihey 
replied, nothing material to anytliing that was proT«^ 
against them. Whereupon, continues the account, the 
Judge in giving his direction to the Jury told them, that 
he would not repeat the evidence unto them, lest by 
so doing he should wrong the OTidence on the one side or 
the olher. Only this acquainted them, that they had two 
things to enquire after. First, whether or no these children 
' were bewiidiedf.* Secondly, whether or no the prisoneis at 
the bar were guilty of itf That there were such crsatores 
as witches he made no doubt at all ; For first, the soriptnree 
had afikmed so much. Secondly, the wisdom of all nations 
had provided laws against such persons, which is an argu- 
ment of their confidence of such crime. And such haih 
been the Judgment of this kingdom, as appears by that ad 
9i parliament which hath prorided punishments propor* 



1 It wlU be lesMSibsrsd that in the trials in Balsa the loneh 
eCtks wlaeh eatbe aflUeted lestoied thsm tethsiri 
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tioDsble to the qoAllty of the oifenoe* And dadxed thom, 
•Irictly to ubforre their eridenoe ; and desired the great 
Ood of hearen to direct their hearts in thie weighty thing 
they had in hand : For to condemn the innocent, and to lot 
the guilty go free, were hoth an abomination to the Lord. 

With thie nhort direction the Jury letin^ and within half 
an hoar rptomed with arerdict of guilty on tlie thirteen 
indictments. This was upon Thuriday afternoon, March 
13, 1({66. The next morning the three children with their 
parents came to the Lord Chief Baron HaleV lodginjcn, who 
all of them spake perfectly, and were in as good health as 
OTerthey were. Mr. Pacy declared tliat tliey were all re* 
ooYered within a half hour after the witches were coo* 
Ticted. 

In conclusion the judge and all the court were f iilly satla> 
fled with the verdict, and tlierefore gave Judgement against 
the witches that they should be hanged. Tliey were much 
urged to confess, but would not. That morning we departed 
for Cambridge, but no repricTO was granted; and they 
were execated on Monday Uie 17th of March following, but 
they confessed nothing. 

In 1716, almost a quarter of a century after the last witch 
was hung in New England, a Mrs. Hicks and her daughter 
aged nine years were hanged in Huntiitgdon for selling 
their souls to the devil, tormenting and destroying the 
neighbors and causing them to Yomit phis, and raining a 
storm so that ships were almost loHt by pulling off her 
stockings and making a lather with soap. Amot says the 
last execution for witchcrNft in Scotland was in 1722, wlien^ 
a womim was brought to the stake. Other writers say that 
the last execution in the south of Scotland was in 16U0, 
when, among others, a handsome young woman suffered ; 
and the last instance in the north of Scotland was in 1729. 
The statute against witchcraft was repealed in England hf 
9th Geo., 2, in 1736. 
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